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PREFACE 


Tuis text, which has evolved through several mimeo- 
graphed editions in the Out-of-Hour Courses of Bell Telephone 
|_aboratories, is intended primarily for students of Engineering 
and its allied sciences. 

To such an audience technical applications and illustrations 
are of the highest value, for they stimulate a lively interest in, 
and add depth of meaning to, abstract mathematical ideas 
which otherwise might remain rather vague. They are not 
without their danger, however, if they are used unwisely, for 
should the student come to rely upon his physical intuition as 
a substitute for abstract logic, rather than as an aid to it, he 
would have missed half the benefit of his study. He might 
indeed acquire a considerable degree of proficiency in operating 
the machinery of mathematics, but he would lack that deeper 
understanding of principles which forms the dividing line 
between mechanic and engineer. 

In order to avoid this potential danger, most of the illus- 
trative material in this text has been collected into separate 
chapters. Not only does this arrangement allow an uninter- 
rupted development of mathematical ideas, but it also permits 
the inclusion of many more examples than would otherwise be 
feasible. The freedom of choice provided by this excess of 
material may perhaps be of little value to the instructor, who 
will probably draw his illustrations largely from the subject 
in which he is at the moment most interested, whether it be in 
the text or not; but the Out-of-Hour courses have shown it to 
have another sort of merit, in that the better students develop 
4 spontaneous interest in these illustrations, even when they 
are not assigned, and follow them up on their own initiative. 
The educational value of such voluntary effort needs no special 
emphasis. 


vi PREFACE 


In the final revision of the text I have been much benefited 
by the advice of Mr. L. A. MacColl and Mr. G. G. Muller, of 
Bell Telephone Laboratories, both of whom have conducted 
Out-of-Hour Courses on the subject, and of Professor J. H. M. 
Wedderburn, of Princeton University, who read the manuscript 
and made a number of valuable suggestions. I have also 
been aided in many ways by Miss Clara L. Froelich, of Bell 
Telephone Laboratories, who, among other things, prepared 
the figures with which the book is illustrated, furnished answers 
to the problems and read the proof sheets. 


TuHornton C. Fry. 
New York, 


February 1, 1929. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 


§ 1. Preliminary Definitions 


Any function of a set of variables and their derivatives is 
a differential expression, and any equation containing a differ- 
ential expression is a differential equation. If an equation has 
derivatives with respect to one variable only it is called an 
ordinary differential equation; otherwise it is a partial differ- 
ential equation. In either case the variables with respect to 
which differentiation is performed are independent variables, 
and those of which the derivatives are taken, dependent vari- 
ables. The last two terms, however, although they are 
indispensable in speaking and writing about differential 
equations, represent a somewhat artificial distinction; for it 
is always possible to so transform a differential expression as 
to cause some of the variables which originally were inde- 
pendent to appear as dependent variables, and vice versa. 

The order of a differential equation is the order of the 
highest derivative involved. Thus the order of the equation 
3 2 4 
Te Hae #4534 (5%) <0 

ox? Ox dy" oy 





is 3. 

The degree of a differential equation is the exponent of the 
derivative of highest order appearing in the equation after it 
is completely rationalized and cleared of fractions. That is, 
the degree of the equation above is 1, because the exponent of 


as , 
: : is 1. On the other hand, the degree of 
Ox 
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: pee d?y 
is 2, because when the radical is removed Fan STO Sie 
x 


square. 

An ordinary differential equation is said to be /inear if it is 
of the first degree in the dependent variable and all of its 
derivatives. Such an equation, if it has only one dependent 
variable, can always be written in the form 


Hike - *y 
dx" =1 





n 

fu) EL + fr) + +AWE + fry = 060 
In the special case where all of the functions f are constants, 
this equation is said to be /inear with constant coefficients. It 
is the most important type of ordinary linear equation, as it 
is met in many physical problems, especially those dealing 
with vibrating systems. It is of extreme importance in 
electrical circuit theory. Another special type of ordinary 
linear equation, called the Cauchy linear differential equation, 
is that in which the coefficient of each derivative is the product 
of a constant by a power of x equal to the order of the derivative. 

In case more than one differential equation is used to 
define a set of related dependent variables, the group is spoken 
of as a system of differential equations. Thus 


dy dz 
OREO TE Nace ea 
eles 5 
dy a 
mee det 


is a system of two ordinary linear differential equations of the 
first order and first degree with variable coefficients. 

Any functional relation between the variables which causes 
a differential equation to become an identity is called a solution 
of the equation. Thus 


dy Fe 
os sy (1) 


is a differential equation, of which 


y= (2) 
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is a solution: for if this value of y is substituted in (1) the 
identity 

axe” — axe” =0 
is obtained. 

Equation (2) happens to be a “solution for y in terms of x” 
in the sense in which that phrase is used in algebra: that is, 
y forms one member of an equation, the other member of 
which is composed of known elementary functions of x. But 
from the standpoint of the theory of differential equations it 
is not necessary that the relationship appear in this form. 
In fact 

log y 


x“ 


x=0 (3) 


would likewise be called a solution of (1), though in the alge- 
braic sense it is “solved” for neither y nor x. 

The term “‘solution” is therefore used in a more general 
sense in the present theory than in algebra. Why this more 
general definition is required may be made clear by an example. 
The equation 


y : 
x—-—sinxv =0O 
a. |) 


is evidently equivalent to : 





sin x 





It follows, of course, that the integral of is a solution. 


But though this solution can be written in the form 


* -(= ee (5) 
x 


it cannot be expressed in terms of the elementary functions, ! 
except by means of an infinite series or the like. Hence, if 
the word “solution” were restricted to its algebraic mean- 








1The term “elementary functions” refers to those ordinarily met in algebra 


and trigonometry, including logarithms and exponentials. 
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ing, it would lead to the conclusion that (4) has no solution. 
This conclusion would result, not from the fact that (5) does 
not adequately define y as a function of x, but from the fact 
that there are integrals which cannot be expressed in the form 
demanded by algebra; and this in turn is due to the more or 
less arbitrary choice of those functions which are termed 
“elementary.” On the whole, it appears wiser to extend the 
term “solution” to cover any functional relation between the 
dependent and independent variables (but not containing their 
derivatives) which causes the differential equation to be 
identically satisfied. This is the content of the definition given 
above. 


§ 2. Change of Variable in Differential Expressions 


Many differential expressions may be greatly simplified by 
replacing one of the variables by some function of one or more 
of them. It not infrequently occurs that when an expression 
has been so transformed it can be integrated immediately by 
inspection or by some method of integration previously 
developed. In case the differential expression occurs in a 
differential equation this process may lead to a solution of the 
equation: as a matter of fact, many important “standard 
methods of solution” can be so interpreted. Hence the study 
of differential equations may properly be begun by reviewing 
briefly the technique of change of variable. 

Consider an arbitrary function of two variables x and y 
and the successive x-derivatives of y. We may denote it by 


Fe, 595 Fy oS be 5 


2 
y’, "5+ ++, being written briefly for , o,. --. No 
matter how complicated this expression may be, it can be 
transformed by introducing a new variable in place of one of 
the old ones, provided each of the arguments x, Ms 0 aM cy Dae 
can itself be so transformed. 


Suppose it is the dependent variable y which is to be 
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replaced, and that the new variable w which is to supplant 
it is related to x and y by a known equation 


I(x, v5 w) ap OK (6) 


"he process in this case is quite simple. It is only necessary 
to solve (6) for y, so as to obtain a relation of the form 


je o(x, w), 


and then to replace y, y’, y’’, - + +, by @ and the expressions 
that are obtained from ¢ by repeated differentiation with 
fespect tox. As ¢ does not contain y none of its x-derivatives 
will contain y, and therefore no y’s will remain in the differen- 
(ial expression after the substitutions have been made. 

As an example, consider the differential expression 


, ay dy 
x? 3 + 4K 7 + 2y. (7) 





Vo replace y by a new variable w, related to x and y by the 
equation 


Buy os. = 
xy — w= 0, 


| is only necessary to find y and its first two derivatives in 
terms of x and w. But 


7 = (8) 





it SS See 8 ee 
ae OR ai a de 
Substituting these values in (7) the entire expression reduces 
d*w 
’ . 
dx" 
In case the expression (7) is equated to zero there results 
the equation 





, ay dy 
ja Ss 


73 + 2y = 0. (9) 
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If the student were confronted with the necessity of solving 
this equation and possessed only the tools furnished by the 
Integral Calculus he might be at a loss how to proceed ; but 
once the substitution (8) has been made the solution becomes 
evident at once. In fact, in terms of w (9) takes the form 
aw 
dx? 
the solution of which is known to be 
w=ax +8, (10) 


a and 6 being any constants whatsoever. By replacing w 
in (10) by its value x?y, the solution of (9) is obtained at once 
in the form 


= 0, 


If it is desired to introduce the new variable w in place 
of the independent variable x, the procedure 1s somewhat more 
complicated, although it is still perfectly straightforward. 
Let (6) be solved for x, the solution being 


x = p(y, 2). (11) 
Differentiation of this expression with respect to w gives 


dx  dwdy , dy 
dw dydw daw’ 





This entire quantity is a function of the three arguments 
w and be only, for x and ey do not contain x. Let it be 
J dw ry? 08 ay BP" aw 
denoted by f for simplicity in writing. Then dx = f dw, and 
therefore 
1d 
i Apap (12) 
The right-hand member of (12) does not explicitly contain 
x, hence (11) and (12) together are sufficient to eliminate x 


from any differential expression which does not contain 
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7 


derivatives of y higher than the first. If higher derivatives do 
occur it is only necessary to continue the same processes. 
"hus the quantity which must replace y’” may be found by 
noting that 

th / d y I d 


ees. =A F(18) 
dx f dw? f dw\f dw/* 








In general 

1did 1 dy 

el a aR a (13) 

the symbol Le being repeated 7 times i i i 
Fae es in succession. This 


expression is often written in the shorthand form 


Sad = (; fy 
f dw ze 


‘Though (12) and (13) may appear formidable, the processes 
which they represent are often extremely simple. As formule 
they are of no importance, for once the method is properly 
understood it is generally simpler and quicker to carry out the 
required operations than to apply the formule themselves. 

Nor instance, consider again the expression (7), and let 


w 

x= e (rm) 
le the relation between x, y and w which corresponds to 
@juation (6) of the general theory; just as x2y — w = o did 
ii the preceding example. As it is already solved for x, it 
ilso corresponds to (11). Its w-derivative is 

dx 

dw 
or, in the terms of the general discussion, dx = f dw, the f in 
this case meaning e”. Hence 


e"; 


\ ile Mee (12’) 


ane 


(13) 
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With the aid of these, (7) becomes 
ay , 4 
et Oot ee (7’) 
the form of which differs from (7) in that the coefficients of the 


derivatives are all constant. 
A series of problems assigned in this and later chapters deal 


with the type of expression to which (7) belongs; that is, with 
Cauchy linear equations. Collectively they show that such 
equations can always be reduced to the form (7’), in which 
all the coefficients are constant, and that whenever the latter 


type can be solved, the former can also. 


§ 3. Continutty ' 


The curve of Fig. 1 is said to be discontinuous at 4, but 
continuous at B. That these terms are appropriate is obvious 











Fic,. I. 


point of view, but a more exact formula- 


from a common-sense 
before they can be used for 


tion of their meanings is necessary 


mathematical purposes. 
Consider first the point B, the coordinates of which are 


ing sections of this chapter are only 
They are collected together in this place 
on, when we 


1The subjects discussed in the remain 
indirectly related to differential equations. 


so that it may not be necessary to interrupt the main argument later 


find it necessary to refer to them. 
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“y and yo, and draw a pair of horizontal lines at the heights 
yo + 7 and yo — ». These cut off a short segment 5152 of the 
curve. It is obvious that a pair of vertical lines can be drawn 
one between xo and 52, the other between s; and xo, in such : 
way that in the interval between them the curve fits sanekene 

between the horizontals yo + » and yo — y. If a new value of 
) is chosen, smaller than the old one, s1 and s2 will move nearer 
together, and it may be necessary to move the vertical lines 
closer together also; but the statement will still remain true 
that there is some finite interval about xo within which the 
curve nowhere passes outside the pair of horizontal lines. 

[his statement is not true in the case of the point 4 
however, if the horizontals are chosen as 4; and J; for zie 
matter how small the interval about x; may be rade the 
portion of the curve to the right of 4 lies outside th sir of 
horizontals. ink 

Now, obviously the reason the statement is not true of 7 
is, that the curve is not continuous at 4; and this leads us 
(0 adopt the following definition of a continuous curve : 


/ curve is Said to be continuous at xo if it is possible, upon 
wisigning a value n, to find an interval about xo within which 
(he ordinate nowhere deviates from its height at xo by a greater 
umount than 4, no matter how small y may be. 


I'he same idea can be phrased in terms of the function which 
the « urve represents. It then takes the form: y is a continuous 
function of x at x = xo if, when a number n is assigned, a number 
«can be found such that in the interval between so — «and 
wv + € the value of y remains constantly between the limits 
y—- 7 and yo +n, no matter how small » may be. If this 
Hutement is violated the function is discontinuous. 

It will be noticed that continuity is defined as a property 
hot of the curve as a whole, but of individual points on it. It 
i) « simple matter, however, to extend the idea somewhat 
ind say that if a curve is continuous at every point of the segment 
lying between the two abscissa x’ and x", it is continuous between 
these limits. Similarly, the function f(x) represented by it is 
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continuous in the interval x’x’’. Thus the curve of Fig. 1 is 
continuous between © and x; and between *1 and x2. But it is 
not continuous between 0 and xs, for it is discontinuous at the 
point *1 which lies in this interval. 


§ 4. Differentiability 


In his study of calculus the student has been concerned 
largely with the formal processes by means of which functions 
are differentiated, and has generally proceeded upon the 
assumption that a derivative exists and may be found by proper 
manipulation. The assumption that a derivative exists, how- 
ever, is not always justified, as may be shown by citing an 
example in which there is none. 


: mle oP 
The function y = x sin — is represented by the curve of 
x 


Fig. 2. Its value at x = ois somewhat uncertain, but may be 
arbitrarily defined to be zero, 
which makes the function con- 
tinuous. To find the derivative 
at this point, x must be caused 
to take an increment Ax, and 
the increment Ay which the 
function takes on in conse- 
quence must be noted. These 
values, as shown in the figure, 
locate a point 4. As Ax becomes 
smaller and smaller 4 moves in- 
ward toward the origin, follow- 
ing the course of the curve. By 
definition the desired derivative 


Ay 


is the limit of — as Aw is 
Ax 
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A 
made to approach o. But oy 
Ax 


is the slope of the line O24, which oscillates back and forth 
between the lines O7; and OT2 as Ax decreases. No matter 





§ 5. ENVELOPES + 


how small Ax becomes this oscillation continues; for no 
matter how small the distance to the origin may be there are 
points included in it at which the curve is tangent to OT), 
and others at which it is tangent to OT2. Therefore the slope 
of OA passes from + 1 to — 1 and back again (these are the 
slopes of OT; and OT2), repeating the process time after time 
and never approaching any limit at all. Hence there is no 


rs Ay 
limit to ran Ax approaches 0: that is, no value can be found 


dy Bogie te 
leona | e origin. 
dx 8 


If an attempt is made to find the derivative at any other 
point of the curve, the secant line ultimately stops oscillating 
us Ax decreases and in the end approaches as a limit the tangent 
line to the curve. Hence the function has a derivative for 
every value of x except x = 0; but at this latter value there 
is no derivative. 

It is therefore evident that there are functions which are 
incapable of differentiation. In §11 it will be found that 


because of this certain problems in differential equations 
cannot be solved. 


hs. Envelopes 

Consider an equation of the form f(x, y, c) = 0, in which ¢ 
i» a constant the value of which can be assigned at pleasure. 
lor each value of this constant the function defines a curve. 
"he equation therefore represents a family of curves. 

here are certain properties of this family of curves which 
iy be stated at once. For example, the number of curves 
jssing through any point (x1, yi) is equal to the number of 
vulues of ¢ which satisfy the equation f(x, y1,c) = 0. If this 
ejuation is of the mth degree in ¢ it will have 2 roots. For 
jmplicity, we shall call these “the c’s belonging to (x1, y1).” 
lo each of these ¢’s corresponds a curve passing thisush the 
point (x, y1). 

It will generally be true that all these roots of the equation 
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are distinct. If so the # curves are all different members of 
the family. In exceptional cases, however, the equation may 
have equal roots, and then the same curve must be counted 
twice. Naturally, these exceptional cases are due to some- 
thing unusual about the family of curves. Our purpose in the 
present section is to study these exceptional cases, some of 
which are of importance in the study of differential equations. 
Before we can proceed, however, we must have some method 
of sorting out the particular points at which equal ¢’s occur. 
To derive such a method, we shall suppose that any pair 
of values (x1, yi) are chosen, without any reference to whether 
f they give equal c’s or not. 
We can then plot the func- 
tion f(x, y1,¢) as a func- 
tion of c, obtaining in this 
fashion some such curve 
as that shown in Fig. 3. 
Wherever this curve 
crosses the axis the rela- 
tion (x1, y1, ¢) = Oils satis- 
fied: that is, the curve 
of Fig. 3 crosses the axis 
at just those ¢’s which 
belong to (x1, 71). These c’s are all distinct unless, as at 
the point 4 of Fig. 3, the curve happens to be tangent to the 
axis; then multiple roots appear. But if the curve is tangent 
to the axis it is true, not only that 


Fic. 3. 


f(*1; M1 c) =9, 
but also that 


0 
acf ms My) c) =O} 


as well. 

By eliminating c from these two equations we may get a 
relation between x; and y; which must be satisfied wherever 
equal c’s appear. Let us call it F(x1, y1) = 0. Then we can 
say at once that equal c’s cannot occur at the point (x1, ¥1) 
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unless it lies upon the curve F(x, y) = 0, the equation of which 
is found by eliminating c between the equation f(x, y,c) = 0 
which defines our family of curves, and the equation 


0 ; 
act y,¢) =o which results when f = 0 is differentiated 


with respect to c¢. 
For example, consider the family of curves defined by 


LY) ae )P oe LR aE (14) 


As this is of the third degree in c, there are in general three 
different curves of the family passing through any point 
(x1, 71). To locate the exceptional points at which equal 
e's occur, we differentiate (14) with respect to c, getting 


— Ay —c) — 3(¢ +c)? =0. (15) 
l'rom this it 1s found that 
(y—c)? =F(x + 0); (16) 


and by combining this with (14) the new equation 
[ee + 6) — 1x +8 =0 
is obtained. The solutions of this arec = — x andc = § — x; 
and when substituted in (15) they give ! 
ytx=o 


and 


respectively.? 
It follows, then, that equal c’s can only be found upon the 
pair of lines which these equations define. 





' If the values of ¢ had been substituted in (14) an additional equation y + « = $7 
would have been obtained. Though this is a part of the solution of (14) and (16), 
1) is not a solution of (14) and (15) and therefore is of no consequence in our problem. 
{) was brought into the result when (15) was squared to give (16). 


I'hese ¢wo equations can be combined into one, which is then strictly analogous 
to the F(x, ) = 0 used above. For whenever either y +x or y + « — yz is zero, 
their produet is also; and conversely. Hence we can write the two together in the 
form 


Fixy) = (y + x)(y + — gt) = 0. 


SS ——— 
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Having now found a method of isolating the points to 
which equal ¢’s belong, we are prepared to return to our 
original question of determining what peculiarities of our 
family of curves may give rise to this unusual situation. 

One is fairly obvious. If a curve crosses itself, as do those 
in the upper part of Fig. 4, it must be regarded as passing 
twice through the point of intersection. Equal c¢’s must 
therefore occur at all such double-points.’ Obviously, the 
truth of this statement is not affected by the size of the loops. 


Pai ae 


a 


\ 
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If, then, we allow them to shrink to nothing, thus producing 
the cusps shown in the lower part of the figure, we shall be led 
to expect equal c’s at all such cusps. 

These conclusions are immediately obvious. There is a 
third situation giving rise to equal c’s, however, which is not so 
obvious, and as it is by far the most important from the 
standpoint of differential equations, we shall have to consider 
it in some detail. This situation arises when the curves of the 
family are so situated, as is the case with the family 
a, d,c,b,+ + +, of Fig. 5, that it is possible to draw in a curve 
A at every point of which one of the family is tangent. Such 
a curve is called an “envelope” of the family. 


1A point at which a curve crosses itself is called a double-point or node. 
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For simplicity, we shall suppose the family to be defined 
by an equation f(x, y, c) = o of the second degree in c, so that 
there are only two curves through each point. We shall also 
center our attention upon a particular curve a, and shall note 
the point a at which it is tangent to the envelope 4. Then 
let a set of points 8, y, 5,- + +, be chosen on a, each nearer 
to a than the preceding one. To each of these points, as to 
all other points of the plane, correspond two values of ¢: these 
determine the two curves which pass through the point. 


a: 


Fic. §.—Itiusrratinc THE ENnvELope. 





Whatever point is selected, one of these curves is obviousl 
a itself. The other curves are different for different ‘eines 
By drawing them in, a set of curves 4,¢,d,-+- +, is built u 
each of which passes through one of the points ae i, tee : 
_ It is obvious that each of these curves is a neaser AciaNter 
of a than the preceding one, and the ¢ corresponding to it is 
likewise more nearly equal to the ¢ of the curve a. In fact, by 
moving the point of intersection near enough to a, the neighber 
ing curve can be brought as close as desired to a. In the 
limit , therefore, as the point of intersection becomes coincident 
with a, the curve selected by this process becomes identical 
with a: the two curves through a are therefore the same, and 
the two values of ¢ are equal. Hence, to every point of the 


————— — S—“‘F;Pre]) hm 
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envelope 4 correspond two equal values of ¢, which belong 
to that curve which is tangent to A at that point. 

In résumé, therefore, it may be said that f(x,y, ¢) = 0 
represents a family of curves, one for each value of c; and 
that upon eliminating c between this equation and the equation 


v = 0, we obtain the locus of all points to which belong equal 
c 


values of c. This locus may include three types of curves : 


1. Curves passing through all the double-points of the set 
S956) = 93 these are called nodal loct ; 


2. Curves passing through all the cusps of the set f(x, y, ¢) =93 
these are called cuspidal loct ; 


3. Curves tangent at every point to some member of the 
set f(*,9,¢) = 23 these are called envelopes. 


One further point should be made: as these curves are 
loci of equal c’s, they can only occur when at least two curves 
of the set pass through each point; and as the number of 
curves through a point is equal to the degree in c of the equation 
which defines the family of curves, it follows that a family 
cannot have an envelope unless its equation is of at least the 
second degree in c¢. 

As a first example, consider the family of curves represented 
by the equation (14). They are obviously semi-cubical parabo- 
las with their cusps located at (—c,+). As these points 
all lie on the line x + y = 9, this line is a cuspidal locus and 
should be obtainable by the processes just explained. We 
have already seen, however, that x + y = 0 is indeed one of 
the lines along which equal c’s are to be expected. The other 
line of equal c’s, x + y = 27 is the envelope of the lower 
branches of the curves, as is obvious from Fig. 6. 

As a second example, consider the equation 


y? = (x — c)(* — 20)? (17) 
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Differentiating with respect to ¢c and solving the resulting 


equation it is found that c must be ty or 3x. 
2 


The results of substituting these values in equation (17) 
are y? = o and 27y? — 2x3 = 0, 
__ The locus of the first of these equations is the x-axis, which 
is a nodal locus. The other equation defines a semi-cubical 





. — 
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parabola which is the envelope of the family of curves. The 
family is shown ! in Fig. 7. , 
Finally, consider the family of circles 


amt ie gh ee (18) 


all of which have the same radius 7, but which have their centers 
distributed along the x-axis as shown in Fig. 8. 
that the lines y = 7 and y = 


It is obvious 
—r constitute the envelope and 


here i iso a » Lal a! ad 
$a a nother Tv a 
I T 8 | 0 curve 16 * oO, to which reference will be m de 


later on, 


18 ELEMENTARY DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 


that there are no cusps or double-points. Hence the solution 
of the equation (18) together with its c-derivative, should give 
us these two lines and nothing else. Differentiation with 


2777-2850 
J 
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ENVELOPE. 


o, and substitution of this value 


respect to c yields x —¢ = su is. 
‘ This is in fact the anticipated 


in (18) gives y? — 7? =0. 
relation. 


Fic. 8.—A Famity or Curves Havine a Tac Locus AND AN ENVELOPE. 


One final remark is necessary. We have spoken so far 
only of cases in which the number of distinct ¢’s was finite. 
The main results of the argument, however, are equally valid 





8s. PROBLEMS a 
when the number of c’s is infinite. Consider, for example, 
the family of sine curves 

y — sin cx = 0, 


Through any point (x,y) there pass infinitely many of these 
curves. Yet the process of differentiating with respect to c 
and then eliminating ¢ leads to the true envelope y = + I. 


PROBLEMS 
1. Replace y in the expression 


d’y , 2dy 
ax? #8 dx 


dy a 
by w = xy. 


2. Replace y in the equation 


ae x? (dy\2 d 
oi -=(2) +42 + 4y = 0 


by w = Vy. Can you obtain the solution of this equation by com- 
paring it with the first example in the text? 


3. Replace y in the equation 
dy g 
ae +cy=a 
by w = ey. What is the solution of this equation? 


4. Replace r in the equation 


[Bessel’s Equation] 
by e*, 
5. Replace @ in the equation 


d 


a ae : : : 
7) (si 0 =) + mP sin @ =0 [Legendre’s Equation] 


by ¥ = cos 0. 
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6. Replace y in the equation 


by w = sin“! y. 
7. Differentiate (3) and solve for 2. Show by substituting this 

value in (1) that (3) is really a solution of (1). 

any 


8. If « = e” and z= as 20-8 


find in terms of w and y. 


9. Prove by mathematical induction that if *« = e” the quantity 
ae “ may be reduced to the form 
x 


da" Bay 
- ae ae dw"! 





Sl + +a @ + any, 


where the a’s are constant. 

(A proof by mathematical induction consists of two steps: (1) the proof 
that the statement is true for one value of 7; (2) the proof that if it is true 
for any value of n, it is true for the next higher value. It then follows that 
the statement is true for any value of » which can be reached by counting 
from the one for which it was specifically proved.) 


10. An expression of the form 





ma”y LY (ee 2 oe dy 
Dn a + bm ai a + dix 7 + boy 


is called a homogeneous linear differential expression. Show that 
the substitution x = e” reduces it to the form 


ae +01 2 + coy. 

11. Write the equation of a family of circles all of the same radius 
r, the centers of which are distributed on a circle of unit radius about 
the origin. 

12. Find the envelope of the family of curves in Problem 11. 


13. Find the envelope of the family of lines 


y = px + 2p’. 
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14. One point of a line slides along the hyperbola xy = 1, A 

‘ ‘ ( = 1, th 
point slides along the x-axis. What is oe ees of che Hae 
if the points are separated by unit distance? 


15. The ends of a wire of unit length slide along two rods which 


are perpendicular to one another. How | i 
: w large an area does th 
sweep over ? . si 


16. Classify the following differential equations: 


dy ait dv\4 
(a) Sa Net (G) 


d 
(2) = + wo = sin u. 
(c) ov? 020 a 020 


dy?" ax2 OP” 
17. Classify the following differential equations : 


[ay _ 4fd*y 
(a) ee ined, = a2 a 2k. 


dy dz 
(2) et a Ie 


18. Change the dependent variable in the equation 


to w = ver, 


CHAPTER II 


Tur SIGNIFICANCE OF DIFFERENTIAL Equations AND THEIR 
SOLUTIONS 


§ 6. Geometrical Interpretation of a First Order Differential 
Equation 


Any algebraic! equation of the form 


y =f(*) 


may be graphically represented by a curve. Since a solution 
of a differential equation is, by definition, a functional relation 
between x and y, it may also be represented by a curve. Thus, 
in a sense, either an algebraic equation or a differential equation 
defines a curve. They do not, however, use the same means 
to accomplish this end, and a study of their differences in this 
respect gives a valuable picture of the real significance of a 
differential equation. 

In the case of an algebraic equation, when a value is chosen 
for x the equation defines one or more values of y which may 
be associated with that x. These fix one or more points on 
the curve. By assigning other values, other points are 
obtained. That is, an algebraic equation defines a curve 
by relating to one another the coordinates of each point on it. 

A differential equation, on the other hand, does not relate 
y’s to x’s directly: it makes use of a totally different process. 
Consider, for the time being, an equation of the first order 
containing only the two variables x and y. Any such equation 
may be written in the form 


= = f(x,y). (19) 


Throughout this chapter the term “algebraic” is used to denote any equation 
which does not contain derivatives. 
22 
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The substitution of a special value for x in this equation does 
not lead to oa for y ; instead, when x and y are both specified 
a value of i is determined. That is, if any point (x, y) is 
chosen, (19) determines the direction in which the curve must 
proceed if it passes through that point. Of course there may be 
no reason to think that the desired curve actually passes 
through this point. For the moment, however, we shall over- 


look this fact, and shall imagine that we have determined the 
directions corresponding to 
a very large number of 
points and denoted them by 
arrows, as in Fig. 9. As 
we look at this figure each 
arrow tends to carry the 
eye to the arrow next 
ahead of it, in such a way 
as to associate the arrows 
into groups. By beginning 
at any point 4 and con- 
necting the arrows of such 
group together, a curve 
is produced which has, at 
each of the points to which 
arrows are affixed, the slope required by (19). 

If the number of arrows is greatly increased the number 
of points at which the curve satisfies (19) is also greatly 
increased. In fact, by making the arrows more and more 
numerous it would be possible, in theory at least, to approach 
a limiting curve, the coordinates and slope of which would 
witisfy the differential equation at every point. This limiting 
curve — or rather the relation between y and x of which it is 
the graphical representation — is a solution of (19). 

A differential equation therefore defines a curve dy telling 
the direction in which it passes through each of its points. 

This geometrical picture affords a graphical method of 
wlving the differential equation. In practice it is found not 
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to be very accurate, but nevertheless it is occasionally used 
when more exact methods are too laborious. There is one 
obvious uncertainty about it, however, and that is the choice 
of the point 4 at which the process begins. If a different 
point B were chosen, a different curve would be obtained. 
Obviously the coordinates and slope of this new curve, like 
those of the old one, satisfy (19); both are therefore “ solu- 
tions.” Hence, there is more than one solution of (19). 


$7. The Number of Distinct Solutions of a First Order 
Differential Equation 


We can also obtain from this geometrical construction a 
valuable picture of the significance of the theorem that there 
are just as many solutions of the differential equation (19) as 
there are points on a straight line. 

We have already noticed that one solution of (19) was 
obtained by starting from 4 and another by starting from B. 
Obviously we could build up other solutions by starting from 
other points of the line 4B, and we would judge from the 
appearance of Fig. 9 that all these solutions would be different. 

We could also build up solutions by starting from points 
which were vot on the line 4B, but we can readily see from the 
appearance of the figure that the curves thus obtained would 
cross AB. 

In the case of Fig. 9, therefore, the theorem appears to be 
true; for to every point of 7B there appears to correspond a 
curve, and there appear to be no other possibilities. We 
must be on our guard, however, not to be led astray by the 
simplicity of our diagram; and indeed we can readily find 
equations which lead to pictures radically different from 
Fig. 9, and which appear upon first thought to invalidate our 
theorem. 

For instance, if our differential equation were 
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our arrows would all be vertical. Hence, upon starting from 
A the line 4B would itself be obtained as a solution. The 
same solution — not a different one — would be obtained by 
starting from any other point of 4B. But in this case every 
solution is a vertical straight line, and therefore all of them 
would be obtained by starting from the points of any horizontal 
line. Their number is therefore again the same as the number 
of points on a line. 
Again the equation 
ANE 


te balks 


has for its solutions the circles shown in Fig. 10. It is obvious 
that identical solutions are obtained by starting from corre- 
sponding points on the upper 
and lower halves of the axis: 
there are therefore as many 
distinct solutions as there are 
points on part (not all) of the line. 
But a fundamental theorem in the 
theory of point-sets states that 
these can be made to correspond 
uniquely with a// the points on 
some other line, so that there 
are still just as many distinct 
solutions as there are points on 
this auxiliary linet! Hence the theorem is still valid. 





Fic. 10. 


‘This statement may appear utterly absurd. It seems dangerously near saying 
that half a number equals the number; and of course this latter statement is not 
true of numbers other than zero. The difficulty lies in the peculiar properties of 
the concept of infinity. Of course, no one objects to the statement that “half of 
infinity is still infinite.” 

We might, perhaps, let the matter rest there, so far as showing that the statement 
i» not altogether absurd. Actually, however, it has a deeper meaning, which we 
can at least vaguely indicate by a simple example. 

Every positive number has a logarithm, and conversely, to every logarithm there 
corresponds a positive number. There are, then, just as many positive numbers 
w there are logarithms. But since the logarithms of numbers less than unity are 
eyative, we would require an entire line upon which to plot them, though their anti- 
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Finally, the equation 
Be es 


dx 


is satisfied by the hyperbolas shown in Fig. 11. By using 
points on the dotted line 4B, only those curves which lie in 
the first and third quadrants would be obtained ; those in the 
second and fourth would be missed. But by using the dotted 





Bro. 17; 


line 4’B’ also, the latter group would be included. This 
would seem to require the points of ‘wo lines; but the same 
general theorem of point sets referred to above makes it pos- 
sible to refer all these to the points of an auxiliary line, and 
the theorem remains valid. 

In fact, the proof of the theorem can be made to apply as 
long as it is possible to divide the entire xy-plane into a count- 
able number of regions (four in Fig. 11) in the interior of each 


ee 
logarithms could be plotted on only half a line. ‘Thus we have paired up the points 
of half a line with the points of a whole line, which is exactly the thing needed in 
the case of Fig. 10. 
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of which either the f(x, y) of equation (19) or its reciprocal 
is finite and continuous. 

Finally, we have tacitly assumed that the function /(x, y) 
in (19) was single-valued. This would appear to rule out a 
large number of equations — for example, any which con- 
tained square roots. But if there were ‘wo values of f at 
every point, two arrows could be drawn through it, and there- 
fore two curves could be obtained by starting in these two 
directions. It is easy to see, however, that these two sets 
of curves could be associated with the points of ¢wo auxiliary 
lines. But again the same point-set theorem which has 
already been several times used, makes it possible to say that 
these can be referred in turn to the two halves of a single line, 
and so even the restriction that f must be single-valued may be 
removed. 

By carrying the reasoning one step further our theorem 
may be phrased in a more convenient form. The “solution” 
of (19) was made precise only by stating at what point the 
curve crossed the line 4B. As this point is defined by its 
distance » above the x-axis, it follows that the exact form of 
solution must depend upon the value of this constant y. It 
must therefore be written in the form 


o(x, ¥, 0) = 0, 
for this notation means nothing more nor less than that the exact 
relationship between x and y is known when and only when 
the value of 7 is given. As there is a value of » for every point 
on 4B, and conversely, this relation includes every possible 
solution ! of the differential equation. It is called the general 
\olution or primitive, each of the relations which may be 
obtained from it by assigning a special value to n being desig- 
nated a particular solution.2 Hence the following theorem, 





‘In Chapter V we shall find that there are sometimes exceptions to this statement. 
(hut is, there are certain solutions, called “singular solutions,’ which do not belong 
to the same family as the rest. They need not concern us here, however. 


*Note that the “general solution” corresponds to the entire family of curves 
which the equation defines, while the term “particular solution” refers to only one 
of them, 
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which represents the ultimate result of our present discussion, 
is derived : 

The general solution of equation (19) is a relation between 
x and y containing one and only one arbitrary constant. 


§ 8. Geometrical Interpretation of a Second Order Differential 
Equation 


Equation (19) contains no derivatives higher than the first. 
Hence the geometrical construction of § 7 applies to first order 
equations only, and the theorem discussed in §7 cannot be 
said to be true for equations of higher order. It is the purpose 
of the next few sections to extend the reasoning to include 
second order equations, from which the result for higher orders 
may be inferred. 

Consider an equation which contains, in addition to 
x, y and y’, the second derivative y’”. Suppose as before that 
the highest derivative is isolated, so that the equation takes 
the form 


es = f(x, 9,9), (20) 


f/ being a single-valued function. The situation is now slightly 
more complicated than before; but a geometrical interpreta- 
tion can still be obtained, based upon the conception of the 
“radius of curvature” of a curve — that is, the radius of the 
circle which most accurately fits it. This radius of curvature 
p is known to be given by the expression 


I+ 12) 3% 
Wye Sade sy 


BI 

Hence, for any curve which is a solution of (20), the radius 
of curvature must be 

= cm - © ad ts 

S%s 99.9) © 


Let us now choose a point 4 and a direction AT, Fig. 12, 
and require that the solution of (20) pass through / in the 


(21) 
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direction 4T. The radius of curvature p which the curve 
must have at this point is obtained at once from (21) by 
using for « and y the coordinates of 4, and for y’ the slope 
of the line 4T. If we lay off this distance p on a line through 
A perpendicular to AT, thus locating a point C, and about 
this point as a center draw a short circular arc 441, we shall 
evidently produce an arc which not only passes through 4 











Fie, 12. 


in the desired direction, but which has the curvature required 
by the differential equation as well. 

To the end-point 4; of this are corresponds a new set of 
coordinates (x1, y1) and a new slope y.’, the latter being the 
slope of the circular are at this point. When these new values 
are substituted in (21) a new radius of curvature p; is obtained. 
This is laid off on the line 41C, giving the new center C; about 
which the next short arc 4,42 is to be described. By con- 
tinuing this process, a curve 44,42: - - may be obtained 
which possesses the property that it leaves each lettered point 
in such a direction and with such a curvature that the dif- 
ferential equation is satisfied. 
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If all the arcs were made so small that the curvature did 
not change much from one to another, it might be expected 
that the curve thus drawn would differ very little from the 
true solution of the differential equation. In fact, from a 
theoretical standpoint, the correct solution could be approached 
as closely as desired by shortening the arcs more and more. 
The construction therefore gives an approximate method of 
solving the equation, though it is of no great use in practice 
since errors of draftsmanship seriously limit its accuracy. 


§ 9. The Number of Solutions Possessed by Equations of Order 
Higher than the First 


The importance of this geometrical interpretation of (20) 
lies not so much in its usefulness as a method of solution as 
in the information it gives regarding the family of curves 
defined by (20). 

To start the construction of the curve 44,42 : - - , both 
the point 4 and the direction 4T had to be chosen. If a 
different point B had been selected a different solution would 
have been obtained even though the same direction had been 
kept; and if a different direction 4T; had been chosen still 
another solution would have ‘been obtained, even though the 
same point 4 were used. In fact, through 4 pass a pencil of 
curves, one of which leaves it in every possible direction, and 
all of which are solutions of (20). The separate curves of this 
pencil may be distinguished by their slopes at 4. Hence, if 
the symbol 7’ is used to define this slope, the entire pencil 
may be represented by a relationship between x and y which 
depends upon the arbitrary constant 7’. 

This pencil does not, however, contain all the solutions of 
(20). Instead, there is a similar pencil for every point on the 
vertical line through 4. Hence the relationship between » 
and y which includes every possible solution — that is, the 
general solution of the differential equation — must depend 
on the ordinate 7 as well as the slope 7’. This leads to the 
theorem : 
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The general solution of a differential equation of the second 
order is a functional relationship 


(x, Ys 7’) = 0, 


containing two and only two arbitrary constants y and 1. 


As was the case with the discussion of an equation of the 
first order, many refinements are necessary if this argument 
is to be made rigorous. But as we seek less for a rigorous 
proof than for a clear picture of what our theorem means, the 
argument is good enough. 

For the general case of an equation of the mth order a 
similar theorem may be built up. No attempt need be made 
to derive it, however, as it is fairly evident by analogy that 
it must take the form: 

The general solution of a differential equation of the nth 
order is a functional relation of the form 


(n—1) 
O(%, 9,115 °° oN ) =9, 


in which the constants n,7',+ + +, 1°” are arbitrary. 


) 10. Boundary Conditions 


To solve a differential equation, from the classroom stand- 
point, means to obtain its general solution. From this point 
of view no problem has been completely solved until a result 
has been derived in which the number of arbitrary constants 
equals the degree of the equation. 

Irom a practical standpoint the situation is somewhat dif- 
ferent. When a differential equation arises in connection with 
scientific investigation it is usually a particular solution — 
ot the general one —which is desired; for the scientific 
investigation itself usually makes it obvious that the desired 
solution, in addition to satisfying the equation itself, must 
satisfy certain extraneous conditions peculiar to the investiga- 
(ion in hand. These are known as “boundary conditions” or 
“boundary values.” 
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As an example, consider the motion of a simple pendulum, 
Fig. 13, held at an angle 9, and then released. It is known that 
. a6 ; : 
the angular acceleration 72 of a pendulum is proportional to 
its angular displacement! 6, and that they have opposite 
signs. Expressed as an equation, these 
facts give 
d?0 
5. re p’8, (22) 


where p is a positive constant. 

By a method which will be explained 
later in the text, the general solution of 
this equation is known to be 
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6 = acos pt + B sin pt, (23) 


a and £6 being the two arbitrary constants. Owing to the 
presence of these arbitrary constants the motion defined by 
(23) is quite indefinite. This may be seen by attempting to 
find out through how great an angle the pendulum swings. It 
is easy to throw (23) into the form 


6 = Vo2 + B sin (pt + 6), 


where 


a 
tan «€ = —}3 
B 


and in this form it is evident that the largest value ever attained 
by @ is V 2 + 62. But since @ and @ are arbitrary, this 
maximum value may be anything at all. 

On the other hand, there is nothing indefinite about the 
physical motion of the pendulum. It is a matter of common 
experience that if it is held quietly at the angle 6 and then 
released, its future history is completely determined. It fol- 
lows, of course, that some one set of values of a and 8 must 





1 This is true to a high degree of approximation where 0 is small, provided there 
are no dissipative forces, such as the friction of bearings or the resistance of the air, 
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give the proper solution, the other sets corresponding to the 
possible histories of the pendulum if released in other ways. 
Hence, from the practical standpoint, the problem can only 
be said to be completely solved when the appropriste a and 
have been found. 

In the case at hand this is easy enough. If the instant when 
the pendulum is released is called ¢ = 0, it is known: first, 
that at that time 6 was equal to @, and second, that the velocity 
d0 


- was zero. Expressed in the form of equations these con- 


at 


ditions are 
6=0 when t=o, 
(24) 
ee when ¢ = o. 
dt 


But from (23) 


6=a_whent 
do (25) 
aoe pB when ¢ =o. 


Comparing (24) and (25) it is obvious that we must make 
« = @andB =o. Hence the desired solution is 


Oy 


6 = © cos pt. 


If @ and ¢ are plotted as ordinate and abscissa respectively 
in a Cartesian graph, these boundary conditions (24) tell 
where and in what direction the curve crosses the vertical axis. 
lt is interesting to note that this is exactly the information 
which had to be assumed in building up the geometrical 
picture of §9. There are other types of conditions which 
might be used, however, and which would serve the purpose 
equally well. For instance, with the pendulum already swing- 
ing, its position might be noted at two instants a second apart. 
If these were called ¢ = 0 and ¢ = 1, and if the corresponding 
positions were 0 = 6) and 6 = 41, (23) would give immediately 


00 = a, 


0, = acosp + Bsin p. 
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The constants a and 8 would then be 
a= , 
B = 0, csc p — 4 cot Pp; 
and the desired solution 
8 = 4 cos pt + (01 csc p — 4 cot Pp) sin pt. 
This may be reduced to the somewhat simpler form 


oe 6) sin p(1 — #4) + 6 sin pt 
sin p 

Graphically, this set of boundary conditions fixes, not a 
point and the direction in which the curve passes through that 
point, but two points on the curve instead, leaving the direc- 
tions to take care of themselves. Many other types of bound- 
ary conditions might work equally well; for example, the 
angular velocities of the pendulum as observed at two different 
instants, but not the positions; or the position at one instant 
and the velocity at another, and so on. Formulated as equa- 
tions these would be 


d0 
at = 69 at t= bho, 
(26) 
Wy : 
ye 1 at t=hy, 


and 
C= 05 at t= ho, 


dé 2 
at = 0; at f=h, ( 7) 


respectively. Graphically, the first would give the slope of the 
curve where it intersected each of two vertical lines, without 
specifying the ordinates of the points of intersection, while the 
second would give one point through which it passed and its 
slope where it crossed some other ordinate. 
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It will be noted that in this example the process of solution 
has consisted of two parts: first, the determination of the 
general solution; then the choice of the constants in such a 
way as to satisfy the boundary conditions. This is usually, 
though not quite always, the route by which a boundary value 
problem is solved. It has already been said that, from the 
classroom standpoint the equation is said to be solved as soon 
as the first of these steps has been taken, and it might seem 
at first sight that this attitude ignored a very important phase 
of the subject. But it must be noted that, once the general 
solution has been obtained, the determination of the arbitrary 
constants requires only the solution of a set of equations, none 
of which contains derivatives. Logically, therefore, that part 
of the problem belongs to another branch of mathematics — the 
Theory of Equations — and not to the study of Differential 
Kquations. The classroom attitude is therefore not entirely 
without justification. 


$11. The Existence Proof 


In § 10 boundary conditions were stated in several forms, 
and in each case a solution of (22) was found which satisfied 
these conditions. It is not unnatural to ask whether a solution 
can always be found, no matter in what form the boundary 
values are given. That this question must be answered in 
the negative can be shown by presenting a case which has no 


solution. 
Suppose it is desired to find a solution of (22) satisfying the 
conditions : 
6 = % when ¢ = 0, 
Tv (28) 
6 = 20 when ¢ = — 
P 
When these conditions are,substituted in (23) they give 
Ao ans, £4 
2009 =— a 
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Obviously a cannot satisfy both of these equations ;_ therefore 
no such solution exists. The problem set is an impossible one, 
and any attempt to solve it is bound to fail. 

There is a physical explanation of why this set of conditions 
cannot be satisfied. The swing of the pendulum in one direc- 
tion is a perfect copy of its swing in the other, except that at 
corresponding moments it is on opposite sides of the vertical, 
and is traveling i in opposite directions. Therefore, if 0 is 0) at 
a certain instant, it must be — @ after the lapse of a time 
equal to that required for a complete swing. To require 
it to be somewhere else, as is done by (28), is physically 
absurd. 

This answers negatively the question as to whether all 
boundary conditions can be met, but it gives no way of telling 
in advance whether a particular set of conditions is possible 
or impossible. Usually, when the differential equation arises 
in connection with some scientific problem, the problem in 
question is known to have an answer, and therefore it is a mere 
matter of common sense that its mathematical formulation 
must also have an answer. But such an argument is indirect 
at best, and does not give criteria that have general usefulness. 
Sometimes, however, scientific problems deal directly with the 
question of whether a given state is possible or not, and then 
this common-sense argument is of no use at all. Even at its 
best it is indirect, and is always unsatisfactory when dealing 
with purely mathematical questions. Hence mathematicians 
have given a considerable amount of attention to ‘‘existence 
proofs”: that is, to the determination of those boundary con- 
ditions for which it can be affirmed that a solution exists. It 
is quite beyond the scope of this text to present the methods 
by means of which such studies are made, or even to give any 
considerable part of their results. One particular result, 
however, bears such a close analogy to the geometrical picture 
which we have just presented that it is worth brief con- 
sideration. 

This result deals with the case in which the boundary con- 
ditions are given by stating values of y and its derivatives at 
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one and the same value of x: that is, the boundary values are 


all for x = &. (29) 


= 
ee | 
3 
7 


(n-1) = (n-1) 


It was exactly this type of boundary values which was used in 
§§ 6 to 9. If, as in those sections, the differential equation is 
assumed to have been solved for its highest derivative, so that 
it appears in the form 


ee = f(x, 9, 9’, csr Ph es fF 


it is found always to have a solution satisfying the boundary 
conditions (29), provided the function / satisfies two condi- 


tions tn) leeds continuous at se 9 = ao 8 ye 

” ; (2) It can be differentiated with respect to 
( -1 . . . 

y,y’,- + +,y""". The meaning of these conditions has been 


explained in §§ 3 and 4. 


PROBLEMS 


. Determine the arbitrary constants in (23) so as to satisfy the 
beaditions (26). 


2. Determine the arbitrary constants in (23) so as to satisfy (27). 





‘It is also implied that the function f is single-valued. If f is multiple-valued 
there will be as many solutions satisfying the conditions (29) as there are distinct 


values of f. 


CHAPTER III 
Tue Oricin oF DirFrERENTIAL EQuations 


§ 12. Origin of Differential Equations 


Before beginning to explain how differential equations are 
solved, a few words may be appropriate as to how they origi- 
nate. In the present chapter we shall discuss two different 
ways. ‘The discussion of the first of these is really the converse 
of the argument presented in Chapter II, and like that argu- 
ment leads to the rule that the number of arbitrary constants 
in the solution of a differential equation is equal to the order 
of the equation. It is important from a theoretical, rather 
than a practical, standpoint; for the differential equations 
with which a student is actually confronted in practice seldom 
originate in this first fashion. Instead they generally present 
themselves immediately as a formulation of physical laws in 
terms of differential symbols. The second portion of the 
chapter is devoted to a few illustrations of this latter sort. 


§ 13. Development of a Differential Equation from Its Primitive 


We have seen that the general solution of a differential 
equation is representable as a family of curves. Therefore it 
is proper to call the equation the differential equation of the 
family. tis the purpose of the present section to explain how, 
when a family of curves is given, its differential equation may 
be obtained. 

As we know, a family of curves is defined by an equation 


flee, 95.6) = 0, (39) 


which contains, besides the variables x and y, an arbitrary 
constant c. The different curves of the family correspond to 
38 
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different values of c. By actual differentiation a new equation 
of , dy 
GP age (31) 


may be obtained. If this equation does not involve c, it is the 
differential equation desired. If ¢ does appear in it as is 
usually the case, the pair of equations (30) and (31) may be 
used to eliminate c, thus giving rise to a new equation involving 


d sitet ee 
only x, y and ca This will then be the differential equation 
of the family of curves (30). 
For instance, suppose the family is 


. Pty y = sin cx. (32 
Differentiation gives i 


ay 
Both of these equations involve ¢ and hence neither is the 
desired equation. But from (32) we find that 


¢ COS Cx. (33) 





cosex = V1 =e, 
c=-~sin-1y; 
x v5 
and when these values are substituted in (33) they give 
I. ;——.. 
oe a = ya 9. (34) 


As this is entirely independent of c it is the differential equation 
of the family (32). 

_ This process of eliminating arbitrary constants can be car- 
ried out even when the number of independent constants is 
wreater than 1. To show this, let 


Pies 9; Gy0Ca5 5 Se rte =O (35) 


be an equation connecting x and y and involving the 7 con- 
MANES C1, Coy * + +s Cn. This equation also represents a family 
of curves, and the problem before us is that of deriving a dif- 
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ferential equation which will define the set without the use of 
arbitrary constants. If (35) is differentiated 7 times in suc- 
cession with respect to x a set of 7 other equations is obtained. 
These equations, together with (35) itself, constitute the set of 
nm + 1 equations necessary to eliminate the 7 c’s. The result 
of this elimination is the desired differential equation. As none 
of the equations involves derivatives of higher order than the 
nth, the resulting differential equation cannot be of order 
higher than ”. Conversely, the order of the equation cannot 
be less than 7, unless the mth derivative of (35) was not required 
in the solution, in which case the constants were not all inde- 
pendent. Hence: the order of the highest derivative in the dif- 
Jerential equation is the same as the number of independent 
constants in the primitive. This is the rule already obtained in 
Chapter II for the number of constants in the solution of a 
differential equation. 
As an example, consider the equation 


6 = asin pt + B cos pt (23) 


containing the variables @ and ¢ and the arbitrary constants 
aand 6. By differentiating twice we get 


6’ = ap cos pt — Bp sin pf, 
6’’ =— ap? sin pt — Bp? cos pt. 


‘n this case elimination is very simple since inspection gives 
immediately 


—, + p?0 =0. (22) 


This is the desired differential equation. It has already been 
met in § 10, where (23) was arbitrarily stated to be its solution. 


§ 14. Development of Differential Equations from Physical Laws 


In the application of mathematics to engineering and 
physical sciences differential equations occur repeatedly, for 
many physical laws can be more simply expressed by means of 
differential symbols than in any other way. An illustration 





§ 15. THE LAW OF MASS ACTION 41 


has already appeared in § 10, where the physical laws governing 
the motion of a simple pendulum gave rise at once to a differen- 
tial equation of the second order. In the sections which follow 
several other examples will be given. 

Some of these examples require the use of physical laws 
with which the student may not be familiar. In each case, 
therefore, a brief statement of the scientific facts necessary for 
the understanding of the problem is given. No attempt is 
made to explain how these facts are known to be true — to do 
that would require the teaching of the branches of physics from 
which the illustrations are drawn, which is obviously beyond 
the scope of the book. From our standpoint the laws are 
needed for only one purpose: to show that the differential 
equations follow naturally and directly from them — so 
directly, in fact, that were the student familiar with the sub- 


jects with which they deal he would find little difficulty in 


formulating the same equations for himself. 

This being the purpose of the discussions, the student will 
be wise to be content when he is sure he understands the 
meaning of the scientific statements, and not to speculate too 
much upon how their truth may have been established. In 
other words, he will succeed best if he approaches the prelimin- 
ary statements with a judicious amount of faith, reserving his 
usual healthy skepticism for the mathematical arguments by 
which they are followed. 


$15. Example 1. The Law of Mass Action 

Chemical reactions do not take place instantaneously when 
the reagents! are brought in contact. There is a certain 
amount of compound formed in the first thousandth of a 
second, some more in the second thousandth, and so on. The 
rate of formation of the compound is not constant, however, 
but varies with the amounts of the reagents which are available 
for forming the compound. In many simple transformations 
the speed of reaction obeys a law known as the “law of mass 
action,” which states that the rate at which the simple sub- 





‘The “reagents” are the active chemicals, 
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stances are converted into the compound is proportional to the 
product of the amounts of the substances which are still 
unconverted. 

Suppose that x is the number of compound molecules 
already formed at the time ¢, and that each compound molecule 
P, A contains n molecules of one 

<—_——— D ———_—__3;’ kind and m of another. 
Finally, assume that to 
start with there were N 
molecules of the first kind 
and M of the second. Then 
the number of unconverted 
molecules of each kind is 
N— nx and M — mx, re- 
spectively. The law of 
mass action states that the 
rate at which new mole- 
cules of the compound are 





“' / \0+d0 


Fro. 14. 
formed — which is obviously 
given by a — is proportional to the product of these last two 
quantities. This gives immediately the differential equation 
“ SN SES me, (36) 


$16. Example 2. The Curve of Suspension of a Flexible 
Inextensible Cord 


A cord is suspended from two points P; and P2 on the same 
level and at a distance D from one another. It is desired to 
find the shape assumed by this cord under the action of gravity. 

Let the curve of Fig. 14 represent this shape, and consider 
any element of length ds. It is one of the fundamental proposi- 





« 


1 Properly, of course, this element is an “increment in length” and would be 
denoted in the Calculus by As. It is customary in scientific work, however, when 
such an increment is eventually to be made to vanish, to use the differential symbol 
throughout. The practice is seldom confusing, and often serves the useful purpose 
of forcasting what the nature of the argument is to be. 
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tions in mechanics that this element must be in equilibrium 
under the forces acting upon it. These forces are 


(2) Its own weight, which is a force acting vertically down- 
ward ; 


(6) The tension of the rope at the lower end, which acts in 
the direction of the tangent at that point; 


(c) The tension in the rope at the upper end, which acts 
in the direction of the tangent to the curve at that point. 


Call the inclination of the tangents at the two ends @ and 
6 + d@ and the tensions T and T + dT, and denote the linear 


weight ! of the cord by m. Then if the three forces are resolved 
into their X and Y components, they give, respectively, 


XxX — ly Ya =— mM ds, 
X2 =— T cos 8, Y2 =— Tsin 0, 
X3 = (T + dT) cos (6+ d6), Ys = (T+ dT) sin (6 + d6). 


If the element of the cord is to be in equilibrium under the 
action of these forces it is necessary that both the sum of the X 
components and the sum of the Y components shall be zero. 
That is 


T cos 6 = (T + dT) cos (6 + d), 


) 
T sin 6 = (T + dT) sin (6 + d6) — mds. G7 


Dividing these equations member by member, 


m ds 


tan @ = tan (0 + a0) = (T + dT) cos (0 + db) . (38) 


The first of equations (37) states that the horizontal com- 
ponent of the tension is the same at both ends of the element ds. 
As the element ds is any element whatsoever it follows that this 
component is the same at every point of the curve.? If it is 





'That is, the weight per unit length. 


"Tt is actually the /east tension at any point of the curve; that is, the tension at 
the bottom where the vertical component of tension vanishes. 
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called x, (38) becomes 


d. 
tan 6 = tan (0 + dé) oh 


If this is written in the form 


tan (9+ d0) —tan0_ mds 
do ~ « dO 


and ds and d@ are allowed to vanish, the left-hand side of the 
equation degenerates into the derivative of tan @. Hence 


sec? 0 = : —, (39) 


This is the differential equation of the desired curve in what 
mathematicians call its iztrinsic form; that is, it expresses the 
length s measured from some arbitrary point in terms of 6, the 
inclination of the tangent. For many purposes, however, the 
intrinsic form is not very serviceable and it is therefore best to 
reduce it to the ordinary Cartesian form. This requires a 
change of doth of the variables s and @ to new variables x and y 
related to them by the laws 

dy 


a = tan 6, (40) 


ay ay 
(4) ger (2 j 


The variable s is eliminated by noting that 





ds 
ds _ de 
do do" 
dx 
This gives 
do ari Sas EN 
sec: Oi: éi ak ck 
Also by differentiation of (40) it is found that 
2 
ect sce ace 
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The result of the substitutions is therefore 


dy _m (2) 
dx2 us dx] ° (41) 


This is the differential equation of the curve assumed by the 
cord, expressed in terms of the Cartesian coordinates x and y. 


$17. Example 3. The Flow of Current in an Electrical Network 


Five laws governing the flow of electricity in a network 
containing resistances, inductances and capacities are: 


(i) The amount which flows into any junction-point, such 
as 6, Fig. 15, must be equal to the amount which flows out. 


(ii) The algebraic sum of all the electromotive forces met in 
passing around a complete loop, such as aéeda or bcfeb, must 
vanish. 


(iii) The electromotive force across an element of resistance 
R is equal to the product of R by the current flowing through it. 


(iv) The electromotive force across an element of inductance 
L is equal to the product of Z by the rate at which the current is 
changing. 


(v) The electromotive force across an element of capacity C 
is equal to the charge on the condenser divided by C. 


In order to formulate these statements in mathematical form, 
let w denote the quantity of electricity which has passed a given 
point since the time ¢ = 0; %o the quantity upon the condenser 
ut¢= 0; R, Land C the magnitudes of the resistance, induc- 
tance and capacity, and 7 the current! flowing. Then J is 
related to x by the equation 


dx : 
a iad «= (Ide 


and the electromotive forces Er, Ex and Ec across a resistance, 


1“Current” is the rate at which electricity is transported. 
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an inductance and a capacity, respectively, are given by the 
formule 


dx 

Ep RI= R77, 
al dx 
nh Selig Ciae 





Xo I ' 
Ec = we ae ae dt. 


By means of these formule and the use of the laws (i) and 
(11) it is possible to write down at once the differential equations 
which must be obeyed by either the quantity x or the current J. 


a 6 ¢ 
nS ca Se 
oe ee 
I, ! 
d e f 
Fic. 15. 


When rule (i) is applied to the circuit of Fig. 15 it leads 
to the conclusion that the same current J; flows through the 
branches ed, da and ab; and the same current J: through the 
branches dc, cf and fe, while the current through the one 
remaining branch 4e is! I, — Io. 

Then the application of rules (iii) and (iv) gives the following 
electromotive forces : 


: al 

in ab, Ls a : 

dl 

In bc, 1 ore 5 

in cf, Reals ; 

in be, Ri — Io) ; 





' J; is subtracted because it flows in the opposite direction from J). 
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while in fe and ed the electromotive force is zero since there 
are no impedance elements there. In da there is supposed 
to be a generator producing the electromotive force E which 
gives rise to the current flow. 

Having these values, the application of rule (ii) to the 
meshes aéeda and dcfeb separately gives the desired differential 
equations : 


1, + Rh ene Para: 
7 (42) 
Laleoe Aol — Ri — 12) = oO. 


dt 


The only treacherous point about the formulation of these 
equations lies in determining the signs of the various terms, 
particularly in the case of the branch de. This, of course, is a 
technical matter about which the electrical engineer would be 
well informed. For the present it is sufficient to note that we 
always sum electromotive forces by starting from a point such 
as a, and passing continuously around a loop such as abeda, 
back to a. Whenever the arrow which represents a current is 
drawn in the direction in which we are going, as in the case of 
/\, the electromotive forces to which it gives rise have the 
positive sign. But if the arrow points against us, as in the 
case of Zz when passing from 4 toward e, the electromotive 
force enters with a negative sign. 

This example differs from the preceding ones in that, 
though there is only one independent variable ¢, there are two 
dependent variables 7; and /2. There are, however, two equa- 
tions from which to determine them. In a later section it will 
be found that their solution is not difficult. 


§ 18. Example 4. The Conduction of Heat 


The temperature at every point of a body may be repre- 
sented by a function @(x, y,z). If the temperature is the same 
ut all points @ is a constant, otherwise it varies with one or more 
of the coordinates. If a line 4B of length As is drawn inside 
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the body and the temperatures at its end-points are observed 
to be 64 and 63, the ratio 
Os — 0. _ Ad 


As As 





measures the average rate of change of @ between 4 and B. 
The limit of this ratio, as As is allowed to vanish, is called the 
gradient of the temperature in the direction 1 5, and is denoted 


by the differential symbol ~. It signifies the rate at which 6 
5 


would be observed to change by an observer who traveled 
away from 4 in the direction s. When the direction s happens 
to coincide with one of the coordinate axes, this gradient 
becomes a partial derivative of the usual sort. 

With this definition understood, three fundamental laws 
upon which the study of heat conduction rests are: 


(i) The amount of heat which a body contains per unit volume 
is proportional to its temperature. 


(ii) The quantity of heat transported in unit time across any 
plane area inside the body is proportional to the product of the 
area by the temperature gradient normal to that area. 


(iii) The heat flows from the high temperature to the low 
temperature side. 


The constants of proportionality in (i) and (ii) are called 
the thermal capacity and the thermal conductivity of the body, 
respectively, and will be denoted by c and &. 

Consider an elementary cube with the edges dx, dy and dz, 
one corner of which is supposed to be at the point (x, yy Be 
Consider first the two faces perpendicular to the axis of x. 
The rate at which heat is conveyed out of the cube across the 
nearer one of these faces is, by (ii) and (iii), 


00 
ke sine dz; 


“Direction s” means, of course, the direction jn which the line 4B was drawn. 
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and the rate at which it is conveyed im across the farther one is 
00 
k ae 


Ox xz+dz, y, & 


dy dz. 


The difference between these is the net rate at which heat 
is gained, so far as these two faces are concerned. If the 
symbol gz is used to represent the net amount which has 
flowed into the cube across these two faces since the time 


‘ dqz 
t= 0, the net rate of gain must be written as a Hence 
dq: ey 30 ) 
aoe eR ha ah tt dy dz. 
dt OT aes OX 124s y 








If dx is sufficiently small the bracketed quantity is approxi- 
2 . . 

mately equal to 3 ax, the approximation becoming exact if 
x 


dx is allowed to vanish. Hence we have 


dqz 
dt 
A similar argument may be applied to the faces perpendicu- 


lar to the y-axis, and leads to the result that the net gain of 
heat through these faces takes place at the rate 





076 
=k ae dx dy dz. 


dq, 076 
<a ae oy? dx dy dz. 





dt 

Through the remaining pair of faces the net gain is at the rate 
dq: 076 
= k an? dx dy dz. 


BS he de. 
The total rate of gain in heat, ae is the sum of these three 
terms. As it takes place in a volume du = dx dy dz, the net 
rate of gain per unit volume is 
1 dq _ (= 0°8 a4 (43) 
do dt ~ "\axt * ay? * Ox8/" as 


All this comes about through the application of the second 
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and third laws. We are now ready to apply the first. The 
quantity of heat per unit volume is c@(¢) at the time t, and 
cO(t + dt) at the time ¢+ dt. The net gain is therefore 


clot + dt) — a(2)], 
and as this takes place during the interval df, the rate of gain is 


A(t + dt) — A(t) 06 
Ce Set ee aa (44) 


The heat thus acquired must, of course, come across the 
boundaries of the element (unless there are sources of heat in 
the element itself, which is not contemplated in this discus- 
sion), wherefore it follows that (43) and (44) must be equal. 
This leads to the differential equation 


a0 86 | 820 cap 
ax? " ay? * a2 ~ kar’ (45) 








This equation must be satisfied by the temperature of any 
body through which heat is being conducted. It is of different 
form from any so far met in that, though there is only one 
dependent variable 6, there are four independent variables, 
*,y,zandt. The derivatives are therefore partial derivatives 
and the equation is a partial differential equation. 

As a simple example, consider a large plane slab, the faces 
of which have been maintained at the temperatures 6; and 42 
so long that the temperature of every point of the interior has 
already reached a state of equilibrium and is no longer changing. 


06. an 
Then ay 1S Zero. Conditions of symmetry show that the tem- 


perature will be the same at all points of any plane parallel to 


2 
the faces, which means, of course, that a and oe are zero. 
Hence (45) reduces to ey so 
20 
dx 


there being no longer any reason for using the round @’s since 
only one independent variable remains. 
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This equation is so simple that it may be solved imme- 
diately, without waiting for the development of elaborate 
methods. Simple integration gives 


6=ax+ 3, (46) 


a and & being the constants of integration. 
If the coordinates of the faces are x =o and x =X, 
respectively, the boundary conditions are 


c= 
62 = aX + d. 
rom these, a and 4 are found to be 
b = A, 
oe Ba 
ear aaa 
wherefore (46) becomes 
6 = + (be = 35, 


The graph of @ against x is therefore a straight line, having the 
ordinate 6, at the face x = o and the ordinate 62 at the face 


Mime X. 


§ 19. Example 5. Irrotational Motion in a Perfect Fluid 


When a fluid is in motion its various elements may have 
quite different velocities. If only the x-component of motion is 
considered, it is obvious that its value at each point is a function 
of the coordinates x, y and z, and possibly also of the time ¢. 
This function might be denoted by u(x, y, z, 4). Similarly, the 
y-component of motion may be a function o(x, y, 2, ¢) of these 
same variables ; and the z-component a function w(x, y, z, /). 

Now it can be shown — though it is not feasible to do so here 

that these three functions are very often ' equal to the three 
partial derivatives of one and the same function $(x, y, 2, 4) 


' Specifically, when the fluid is “perfect” and its motion is “irrotational.” 
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with respect to x, y and z. This function is known as the 
velocity potential of the motion. Moreover, the partial deriva- 
tive of this same function ¢ with respect to ¢ is proportional ! 
to the condensation at (x, y, z); that is, to the percentage by 
which the instantaneous density at that point exceeds the 
average density of the fluid. Written as equations, these state- 
ments become 
. e 


Ox? 


Assuming these statements to be true, the differential equa- 
tion which the motion of the fluid must satisfy may be set up as 
follows: 

Consider the element of volume shown in Fig. 16. A 
mass of fluid pu dy dz dt flows into this element across the 

left-hand perpendicular face in time df; 


and a quantity o( + “ dx) dy dz dt flows 


out at the opposite face. Likewise a quan- 
i tity pv dx dz dt flows in through the front 


d 

ig face, and a quantity ol» + . dy) dx dz dt 
dx 
Bie: 46: flows out at the back. Across the bottom 


face pw dx dy dt flows in, and at the top 
0 
p (w + & a) dx dy dt flows out. Taking account of all of 








'The constant of proportionality is always negative. This accounts for the form 
in which the fourth equation below is written. 

We note, also, that by definition 5 = (eo — po) / po, 5 being the condensation and p the 
density. Hence we have the relation p = po(s + 1), which we shall use later in our 
argument, 
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these and assuming that p differs but a negligible amount from 
po throughout the element of volume, it is seen that the quan- 
tity flowing out exceeds the quantity flowing in by the amount 


Ou , Ov Ow 
dx d de de (24 — ae) 
eb rtene ax * ay * az)? 
or, if it is more convenient to state it so, the quantity within the 
element has been increased by the negative of this amount. 
This must be accounted for by a change ds in the con- 
densation. However, the original mass of the element was 


po(t + 5) dx dy dz, and its final mass po +54 a ar) dx dy dz. 


‘ ‘ 0 : 
Therefore, the increase is hones es dy dz dt. Equating these 


hae 3 ot 
two quantities, we obtain 


or 














dy? * 9x2 ar” (47) 


This is the desired equation. 
If the fluid is incompressible, s must be zero everywhere and 
at all times. In this case (47) reduces to 


ep 7b Be 
aa Owe Ge = (48) 
Ox oy Oz 

The three equations (45), (47) and (48) are known as “the 
equation of heat conduction,” “the wave equation” and 
“Laplace’s equation,” respectively. They are among the most 
{undamental equations of applied mathematics, and as they all 
contain the same combination of derivatives, 

o2 o2 o2 


Ox? ay? + 022? 





a special symbol V? has been invented to represent it. Using 
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this symbol, which is called “‘nabla squared,” (45), (47) and 
(48) can be rewritten in the forms 





OE is 
ao 
Vora» (47) 
V?p = 0. (48) 


There is a fourth differential equation of immense impor- 
tance in applied mathematics which involves the same combina- 
tion of derivatives as (45), (47) and (48). It is 


V?o + 47p =0 (49) 


in which ¢ is electrical potential and p is the density of elec- 
tricity, that is, the quantity of electricity per unit volume. 
This equation, which is known as ‘‘Poisson’s equation,” repre- 
sents the distribution of potential in a region throughout which 
charges of electricity are scattered about in any arbitrary man- 
ner. The p, of course, is a function of x, y and z which tells 
where the charge is located. In case no charge at all is present 
p is zero, and (49) reduces to Laplace’s equation. 


§ 20. Example 6. The Equation of the Potential Distribution in 
a Vacuum Tube 


As a last example, let us consider the potential distribution 
between a pair of parallel plane electrodes in a vacuum tube, one 
of which is supposed to be so hot that it emits electrons which 
are drawn across to the other by a potential difference main- 
tained between them. According to the statements made in 
the last paragraph, the case is covered by the differential 
equation (49), once the distribution of electricity in the space 
between the electrodes is known. The real problem, therefore, 
is to find this distribution. 

Now it is a fundamental physical law, that when a negative 
electric charge of magnitude ¢ is transported from a place at 
which the potential is ¢: to a place at which the potential is ¢2, 
an amount of work (¢2 — ¢i)e is done upon it, and its kinetic 
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energy is therefore increased by this amount. Let us suppose, 
then, that the curve of Fig. 17 represents the desired potential 
distribution, and assume that x 

electrons per second are emitted A B 

from a square centimeter of 4, 

that each carries a charge e and 

has an initial velocity m and a 

mass m. When such an electron 

has reached the point P at which 

the potential is ¢, its kinetic i 
energy will have been increased v, 
by an amount (¢ —Vo)e. Since 

its initial kinetic energy was $v? Fro. 17. 

its kinetic energy at P must be 

hmvo? + (¢ — Vo)e. This, however, 1s equal to $mv?, v being 
its velocity at P. Hence 


v= V0? + = (6 = Vo). 


From the number of electrons passing P per second and the 
velocity with which they travel, it is easy to find the space 
charge p. For this purpose attention is directed to the elec- 
trons which pass through a square centimeter of area normal to 
the electron stream during a short test interval dé. Those 
which crossed the surface at the beginning of this test interval 
will have traveled a distance v dt before it ends, while those 
which crossed at the end of the interval will scarcely have 
moved atall. Hence the group under observation will be spread 
out over a parallelopiped of unit cross-section and height v df. 
Their number is obviously 2 df, and their aggregate charge 

ne dt. But if this negative charge — ne dt is distributed 
through the volume o d¢ of our parallelopiped, its density must be 


ne 
rare 
v 
I lence (49) becomes 
v% 47ne 
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Furthermore, because of the symmetry of the problem the 
potential can vary in the direction of « only and therefore 
0 0? 
oj and see must be zero. Hence (49) becomes 


ap _ 4mne 
oe eee (50) 
sia (¢ — Vo) 


This differential equation expresses the law of variation of 
potential inside a thermionic vacuum tube with plane elec- 
trodes, provided all the electrons are emitted with the same 
velocity. It is the equation from which the so-called “three- 
halves power law”’ is derived. 


PROBLEMS 


1. Classify all the differential equations of Chapters I and II as 
to kind (ordinary or partial), degree and order, and state whether 
they are linear or non-linear, and if linear whether the coefficients 
are variable or constant. 


2. In the case of each ordinary equation, state the number of 
independent constants which will appear in the general solution, 


3. Which of the solutions obtained in the examples have been 
general solutions? Write down two particular solutions of each 
example for which a general solution has been obtained. How many 
more are there? 


4. Toa fair order of approximation it may be said that the quantity 
of heat lost per second by a warm body is proportional to the difference 
in temperature between the body and the surrounding medium. 
Assuming this rule, write the differential equation which expresses the 
reading of a thermometer as a function of the time, when the bulb is 
transferred from a hot to a cold medium. 


5. The curvature of a certain curve is at every point proportional 
to the slope of the normal drawn through that point. What is the 
differential equation of the curve? 


6. Find the differential equation of the family of circles 
(x — c)? + y? = 7’, (18) 
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7. Find the differential equation of the family of curves 
Fe) Ste a a (14) 


8. Find the differential equation of the family of curves 
y= @ — Ole — 209) (17) 


g. A boy, standing upon the corner 4 of a square field, holds in 
his hand one end of a rope of length Z. This rope is lying at full 
length along the side 4B of the field, and has a heavy weight attached 
to its farther end. The boy walks along the side 4C, taking with him 
his end of the rope. Assuming that the instantaneous motion of the 
weight is always in the direction in which the rope extends away from 
it, find the differential equation of the path of the weight. 


to. A point, P, moves in such a way that it traces a curve the 
slope of which is proportional to the area of the triangle formed by 
the ordinate to the point, the x-axis, and the line drawn between the 
points (2,0) and P. Find the differential equation of the curve. 


11. A machine is accelerated by a constant force F, but is retarded 
by frictional forces at the bearings, these forces being directly pro- 
portional to its velocity, the factor of proportionality being R. How- 
ever, owing to the heating of the lubricant in the bearings the factor 
X itself varies with time, and may be taken roughly as the reciprocal 
of ¢+ 1. Remembering that the acceleration of a body is the 
quotient of the applied force by the mass, set up the differential 
equation of motion of this machine. 


CHAPTER IV 
Metuops or Sotution: First Orper EQuaTIons 


§ 21. Dependent Variable Missing 


Two very simple types of first order equations are those 
from which one or the other of the variables is missing. Sup- 
pose it is the dependent variable y which does not explicitly 
occur. The equation must then be of the form 


When this equation is solved for w an equation such as 
BP 
Vaated 


results. In this form, the problem of solving the differential 
equation is reduced to a mere matter of integration. The 
solution is 


y= foe) dx ta (s1) 


a being arbitrary. 
It is frequently more convenient to write the solution in 
the form 


y=f ‘6(e) de, (52) 


in which xo is the constant of integration. That this form is 

identical with (51) is easily seen: for the definite integral in 

(52) may be evaluated by substituting the two limits in any 

(that is, an indefinite) integral, and subtracting the results. 

But when the upper limit is so substituted, it gives only the 
55 
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indefinite integral itself, while when the lower limit is sub- 
stituted it gives some constant, the value of which is arbitrary 
so long as xo is arbitrary. If this constant is written — a, 
(52) reduces to (51). 

As an example, consider the equation 


4) Ae 
(BY +22 ie, (53) 
This equation may be solved for &, with the result 

Neer ah aie tee 

So be LER 


of which the integral is 
ysa-xt HI — x)", 


Hence (53) is satisfied when and only when one or the other 
of the relations 


ei ie aie 


ytu—-—a— 31 — x)" =0, 


(54) 


is true. 

Both of these solutions can be included in a single equation ; 
for if the product of two quantities vanishes, either one or the 
other of the quantities must be zero, and conversely. Hence 
every solution of (53) satisfies the relation 


G4 se oP — St = a =o, (55) 


obtained by multiplying the two equations (54) together term 
by term. Conversely, whenever (55) is satisfied one or the 
other of the equations (54) must be satisfied, which means that 
(53) s satisfied too. 

If in addition to the knowledge that y must satisfy (53) 
it is known that y must vanish at x = 0, the value of a@ is no 
longer arbitrary, but must be so chosen that this condition will 


be fulfilled. Upon making both y and x zero in (55) it is found 
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Ue ; : 
that a = + 3. _ Hence the particular solution ! which satisfies 
both the equation and its boundary condition is 


(y +e £ $2 = $0 — 9). 


§ 22. Independent Variable Missing 


In case the independent variable is missing the equation 


takes the form 
dy ) - 
i(2,y Fikes 





d ae 
Solved for = this gives 
dy 
dx a o(y), 
or 
dy 
Riss! Se ee 
1 as 
the solution of which is obviously 
of 2 
Site 
It may also be written in the form 
y dy 
x= : 
w PCY) 
As an example, consider the equation 
ae 
sin 7 = 1». 
This reduces to the form 
dy 
sin-!(1 — y) i: 
or 
x ee + 
sin-'(1 — y) > (56) 


F : : 
Or, better, the particular solutions; for the two values of « give different curves 
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So far as the theory of differential equations is concerned, 
this is the solution of the problem at hand. The fact that the 
integral cannot be expressed in finite form in terms of the 
elementary functions is not gratifying, but it cannot be 
avoided.! 


§ 23. Variables Separable 
The general equation of the first order can contain only the 


variables x and y and the one derivative a. Theoretically it 


dx 
is always possible, therefore, to solve it for a, and when this 


is done an equation of the form 
ie 
= 42,9) (57) 


is obtained. If $(x, y) happens to be the product of a function 
of x only and a function of y only, in which case it can be 
written as ¢1(x)de2(y), or if it can in some manner be thrown 
into that form, (57) can be rewritten as 


This solution of this is obviously 


SS = { a6) ax + a. 


This process is known as solving a differential equation 
“by separation of variables.” The methods explained in §§ 21 
and 22 are special cases of this scheme, and other examples 
are not difficult to find. For instance, when the variables in 
(34) are separated, it becomes 

dy _ ax 
I—ysin-ly * 


(58) 


\ In §§ 24 to 26 practical methods of evaluating the integral will be explained. By 
means of these it is possible, either to obtain a curve representing the relation between 
v and y, or else to compute a table of values, thereby completing the solution of the 
problem, 
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d : : ; : 
As ae is the differential of sin-!y, (58) may be written 


in the alternative form 


(59) 


the solution of which is obviously log sin-!y = log x + a. 
This can readily be reduced to the form (32), from which the 
differential equation (34) was originally derived. 

It is interesting to note that the substitution suggested in 
Problem 6, § 5, reduced this equation to the form 


ride (60) 


in which the variables are easily separated. After the integra- 
tions have been performed the solution is found to be 


w= cx; 
and this in turn reduces to the form 
y = sin cx 


by virtue of the relation between y and w. 

Essentially there is no difference between these two methods 
of solution. The change of variable in Problem 6 was made 
in accordance with the equation y = sin w, or w = sin-y. In 
(59) this same function and its differential were explicitly 
written, and used as if sin-'y were itself the variable of inte- 
gration. Whether or not it is kept explicit as in (58) and (59), 
or replaced by a w as in (60), is purely a matter of convenience. 


PROBLEMS 


1. Solve equation (39). Assuming that arc lengths are measured 
from the minimum point of the curve, determine the value of the 
constant of integration. 


2. Solve Problem 3, § 5. Is the solution the same as the one 
obtained before? 
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3. Solve the differential equation derived in Problem 4, §20. If 
the temperature of the hot medium is 30° higher than that of the 
cooler one, and if after two seconds the reading of the thermometer 
is 20° higher than the temperature of the surrounding medium, what 
is it twenty seconds after removal? Would this make a good clinical 
thermometer ? 


4. Solve the following equations : 


(2) sin x cos? y dx + cos? x dy = 0. 
ay 
@ 24 se% mo 


ay. Se 4) 
(c) y asf ae (1+. ix)’ 
5. Solve equation (36). 

6. Solve 





dx x ypet2) x(y? +2)" 


§ 24. Numerical Integration 


The types of equations discussed in §§ 21 to 23 all reduce 
to the form 


{f0) dy = { fals) dx + a. (61) 


Though this constitutes a “classroom solution” in the theory 
of differential equations, it may fall short of the requirements 
of the scientist for either of two reasons: he may not be able 
to evaluate the integrals; or, after they have been evaluated, 
he may not be able to solve for y as an explicit function of x. 
Equation (56) is an illustration of the first type of difficulty, 
while the solution of Problem 6, § 23, will be found to be an 
excellent example of the other. When either of these condi- 
tions arises, some further tools are necessary. 

It will serve present purposes best to take these difficulties 
up in the reverse of their logical order, considering first what 
is to be done if the functions have been integrated, and then 
how to integrate them, 
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If both functions have been integrated — for the moment it 
does not matter how — the two integrals in (61) can at least 
be plotted to the same set of axes, as in Fig. 18, the abscisse 
being called x for the one curve and y for the other. Then 
suppose that the boundary condition is so stated that y = yo 
when x = xo. These points having been located on the axis, 
as in Fig. 18, the ordinates corresponding to them represent 
the values which the integral terms in (61) must take simul- 











Fic. 18. 


taneously. Hence a must have a value equal to the difference 
in their lengths, for otherwise (61) would not be a true equation. 

This value of a being known, it is easy to pick out other 
pairs of values of x and y; for (61) states that if « and y are 
any pair of corresponding values, the ordinate to the curve 
A at y must exceed the ordinate to the curve B at x by an 
amount a. Suppose, then, that we wish to know the value of 
y which corresponds to any x. This x having been marked on 
the axis of abscissee, and the amount a having been added to 
the ordinate of curve B, thus extending it to the point S, we 
need only seek the point T on curve 4 which is at the same 
height as S, and the scale-reading immediately below it will 
be the y for which we seek. 

Other values of x may be chosen, and the corresponding 
values of y determined by the same process. When a suf- 
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ficient number are available, they may be plotted as in Fig. 19 
and a curve C drawn through them. This curve then repre- 
sents the relationship between x 
andy. Itmay obviously be extended 
as far as we desire. 


§ 25. Integration in Series 


The method of § 24 presupposes 
the possibility of integrating /i(y) 
and fo(x). The next few sections 
will be devoted to explaining meth- 
ods which are sometimes useful for 





this purpose. 

The functions fi(y) and /o(x) 
can often be expanded in Taylor’s * 
series. If the series converge in the Fic. 19. 


neighborhood of the values yo and 
xo, they can be integrated term by term and computations 
may be made from the series which result. 

As an example, consider the equation 


dy 
x Janta + a, (56) 
which appeared in § 22. To simplify matters somewhat, y will 
be replaced by a new variable w defined by the equation 


w = sin-“(I — y). (62) 


x =— [22 dw + a 
w 


This, of course, can be written in the alternative form 


x --f oe dei (63) 
ne 


0 


Then 








ee ; : cosw. 
Now it is not possible to integrate in terms of the 


elementary functions ; if it were, (56) could also be integrated 
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at once. But it is possible to expand it in a rapidly converging 
series, for the series 

w2 wt ws 
car ra 


is well known, and from it we obtain at once 


cos WwW = I 


S 


cos w I w ws w? 


oe 


When this is integrated term by term it gives 





w w 2! ag ‘ 


w w* we 


x=a—logwt eg as 


a:41 4:4! 
Suppose, now, that the boundary condition is y = o when 
x =o. Then by (62) w = sin-1 = w/2. Substituting this 
value in the right-hand side of (64) gives the value a + 0.1052. 
Hence, if x is to be zero when y is zero, a must have the value 
—o.1052. The relation between x and y is now completely 
determined by means of the equations (62) and (64). Since 
(64) is convergent for amy value of w, it is possible to compute 
x for any value of y and plot a curve relating them to one 
another. From the standpoint of computation, however, it 
would be simpler to compute x for suitable values of w? by the 
use of (64), and to find the corresponding values of y from 
(62); for in doing so, the w’s might be so chosen as to have 
only a small number of digits, so that their logarithms could 
be found without interpolation, and at the same time the 
powers needed in (64) would be more easily computed. 


The integral 
t ” cos w die, 
wo w 


which occurs in (63) is frequently met in studies on the dif- 
fraction of light and sound. Its values have been extensively 
tabulated under the name “Integral Cosine,” and are usually 
represented by the symbol! Ciw. Of course, the tables 








1 The symbol is analogous to “cos w” and the like, and is derived from the initial 
letters of the Latin words for “integral cosine.” The inverted order is due to the 
fact that in Latin the adjective usually follows the noun, 
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represent a definite, not an indefinite integral. That is, they 
correspond to a particular value of wo, which happens to be o. 
Hence in expressing (63) in terms of these tabulated functions 
we would have to write 


x = Ciw — Ciw. (65) 


It is not hard to determine wo so as to satisfy our boundary 
value, for since x must vanish when w = 7/2, it is obvious that 
wo must be 7/2. Hence 


Pee | a 
PS hate Saw 


is a shorthand form of (64) and corresponds to the particular 
value a =— 0.1052. 

The fact that the simple expression (65) and the series (64) 
represent one and the same function may serve to illustrate 
how slender is the distinction between those functions which 
are usually thought to be simple and those which are regarded 
as involved. When first met, Ciw is likely to appear as an 
artificial notation for the complicated series (64) — not as being 
at all in the same class with such “simple” functions as 
log w, cos w, and e”. Yet these also are available for purposes 
of computation only because extensive tables exist, and those 
tables were originally derived from series. 

Similarly, there is no essential reason for saying, as might 
be done in the study of the Calculus, that the integral 


fe 
WwW 


can be evaluated, while the integral 


COS W 
fe 
Ww 


cannot: for one integral may be written log w and the other 
Ci w, each of which is available as a tabulated function and 
in no other way. 

There is, therefore, nothing esoteric in the use of series 
solutions. If desired, the series solution of any integral could 
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be given a name, as (63) has been given the name Ci w, and 
its values could be tabulated. It would then be placed in 
just the same category as logarithms and trigonometric func- 
tions. That this has been done in certain cases and not in 
others is due to different degrees of usefulness, not to any 
other characteristic. 

Taylor’s series, moreover, is not necessarily the best form 
in which to expand a function. Thus, while (64) converges 
rapidly for small values of w, it is hard to deal with when w 
is large, and other series can easily be found which serve the 
purpose better. Such a series will next be derived; not for 
the general integral, however, but for Ci w itself, since we have 
seen that the general integral is easily expressed in terms of it 
by means of (65). 

Upon integrating 


w 
; cos w 
Ci w -{ dw 
oe 
by parts, we obtain 


; ae 
: sin w sin w 
Ciw = +f 7 dw. 
«o 


Ww w 











Integrating this result by parts a second time, we get 
, sinw cos w : 
Cig SE eee, ey: 
. [> a} w 


Continuing this process, we are led to the series 


er ey CEE aC ad MS Bk Ee” Ge 
Ciw = sin w| 2 a + ro aa ae shes ow he 











- cos w| | pte: qe eee o |. (66) 


ww wt ws 

This series does not converge, but nevertheless it is useful 

for purposes of computation when w is large; for it may be 

shown that if 7 terms of the series are computed, their sum 

differs from the true answer by an amount less than 

T-2:3+-5 (n —1) 
nm 


= . To see this, we note that after integra- 
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tions by parts, Ci w will be expressed exactly as the sum of the 
first m terms of (66), plus an integral which is either 


vas 
sin w 
lees : nf pen ae 
ie) 


COS w 4 
—_— 1 eee WIT tea: n — --—_ Ww. 
3 y wt} 


One or the other of these terms, therefore, represents the error 
incurred upon accepting the first 7 terms of (66) as a sufficient 
approximation. But since neither sin w nor cos w ever exceeds 
1, these errors must necessarily be smaller in absolute value 


than 
ib) 
I I1-2°3°°+(m—1) 
eee nf piri do ie w 3 


or 


If, then, the terms inside the parentheses in (66) first 
decrease in value and become very small — as they actually do 
when w is large — and afterward increase and cause the series 
to diverge, a good approximation may be obtained by stopping 
the computation while the terms are still small. To obtain 
the same degree of accuracy from (64) would require much 
more labor. 


PROBLEMS 


1. Find a series expansion for (176), § 59, by expanding e~* in 
a power series. 

2. Find, by repeated integration by parts, an expansion for the 
same function in descending powers of x. 

3. Compute the values of Ci 1 and of Ci ro to four decimal places. 


§ 26. Graphical Integration 


When the uses to which the solution of an equation are to 
be put are such that no very great accuracy is demanded, a 
process of graphical integration can sometimes be used to con- 
siderable advantage. The method which is most feasible 
makes use of two ideas. The first is that the integral of a 
constant is represented graphically by a straight line the slope 
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of which is equal to that constant. The second is that the 
b 
integral if J (x) dx is equal to the area bounded by the curve 


y = f(x), the x-axis, and the ordinates at x = a and x = 3. 
Suppose it is required to integrate the function y = f(x), 
which is represented in Fig. 20 by the curve 4BC- - - ; and 


suppose that this curve is replaced by the broken line abcd - - - , 
so constructed that the two “‘triangles” of each of the pairs 
a,a; 8,8; +++ 3 are equal in area. The integral of the 
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broken line can easily be obtained by the use of the first idea 
mentioned above: that is, by drawing a succession of straight 
lines with appropriate slopes. Suppose this has been done, 


and has led to the broken line a’c’e’- +--+. At the points’ 


d', B’, + + +, of this broken line the ordinates must be equal 
to the integral of the function f(x) itself; for up to these 
ordinates the areas under 4BC- - - and its approximation 
abcd: - - are equal. The true integral curve therefore passes 
through the points 4’, B’,C’,- ++. Furthermore, at the 
points 4, B,C,- +--+, to which 4’, B’,C’, + + - , correspond, 
both the line segments cd, ef, - + - , and the true curve 4BC 
have the same ordinates. Hence at these places the true 
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integral curve should have the same slope as the broken line 
a’c’e’» + +. Thus not only does the true curve pass through 
A’, B’, - « - , but it is tangent to the broken line at these points. 


The knowledge of these facts makes it possible to draw in a 


curve which represents f F(x) dx to a high degree of approxi- 
mation. 

A practical routine for carrying out this process is illus- 
trated in Fig. 20. 

The broken line is first constructed in such a way that, as 
nearly as can be estimated by eye, the corresponding triangles 
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of each pair are equal. Points a,c, e, + - + , are then marked 
on the y-axis at heights corresponding to the segments 
ab, cd, ef, - - + , respectively, and a point g is marked on the 
x-axis, one unit to the left of the origin. The lines ga, qc, 
ge,* ++, therefore have the same slopes as the segments 
a'c’, cle’, e'g’, --+. The curve 4’B’C’- - - was, in fact, 
constructed by joining together segments parallel to these lines. 


$27. The Integraph 
There is a machine, manufactured by a Swiss instrument- 


maker,! which is so constructed that, when a pointer is passed 
along the curve y = f(x), a pen associated with the machine 


automatically draws the curve y = | f(x) dx. It is shown in 





1G. Coradi, Zurich. 
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Fig. 21, and in Fig. 22 is given a schematic diagram illustrating 
its method of operation. 

The essential feature of the machine is a triangle 7BC, 
having three movable sides. The side 4B is a heavy carriage, 
which is kept parallel to the y-axis, but which rolls freely on 
the wheels W/V. The side 
BC is kept parallel to the 
x-axis, but is supported in 
such a way that it may 
move freely in the y-direc- 
tion. Its length, which is 
maintained fixed, is the 
theoretical unit of length 
for the operation of the 
machine. The third side 
AC is a rod so supported as 
to pass through the point 4 
at which the x-axisintersects 
the carriage, and through 
the end C of the rod BC. At C is placed a pointer,' by means 
of which to trace out the curve y = f(x) of which the integral 
is desired. 

Obviously, since BC is unity, the slope of the line 4C is 
always equal to the value of f(x) which corresponds to the 
particular point C upon which the tracing point is resting. 

There is also a parallelogram pp’dd’, the side d’ of which 
is maintained at right angles to the bar AC, though it is free to 
slide along it. The center of the opposite side d is located on 
the ordinate to the point C, and is the axis of a knife-edged 
disc which rests on the paper and rolls as the carriage 4B is 
moved. As its axis d is perpendicular to AC its motion must be 
parallel to AC. Hence as the pointer is moved the disc travels 
a path the slope of which is constantly equal to the instan- 
taneous ordinate f(x) of the point C. Hence if C moves over 





Fic. 22. — ScHemMatic DiaGRAM OF THE 
INTEGRAPH. 





1 For convenience in operation, the pointer is carried by an adjustable framework, 
as shown in Fig. 21; but this has no bearing on the theory of the machine. 
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the curve y = f(x), the disc must roll along a path the equation 
of which is y = ffs) dx. 


In the integraph a pen is associated with the disc so as to 
draw this integral curve, thus leaving a permanent record of 
the integration. 

Institutions where many differential equations are met, so 
that difficult integrations are frequent, usually possess such 
devices. Their accuracy is quite sufficient for most practical 
purposes, and they are rapid in operation. They possess one 
disadvantage, however, which is frequently serious. If the 
differential equation contains literal constants or parameters, 
instead of numerical ones, it may be necessary to assign a 
succession of values to these constants and carry out a separate 
solution for each. This, of course, requires a great deal of 
labor, and may prove prohibitive. 

For example, the equation 


dy 


= 1 2 
de SIN (3y? + 2) 


could easily be solved by means of the integraph; but the 
equation 

et PBs tae 

Fy Meet sin (ay? + 6) (67) 
could only be solved by assigning special values to the constants 
a and 6. 

On the other hand such parameters may frequently be 
caused to disappear by an appropriate change of variable. 
Thus, the equation 
Peay gerne S (68) 
dx ‘s 
appears at first sight to be as difficult as the other. But by 
introducing two new variables 


x = 6, 


y = C2n, 
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it may be caused to take the form 
dn = a 22 
dé oy C2 (ace n aE b)é. 

Then, by making c and cg satisfy the conditions ac? cz = 1 


bc;? : i : ; i 
and oP = 1, (hac is, by making ¢ aes: and ¢2, = \°), this 





may be reduced to the simpler form 
d 
Fr et we (69) 


Hence by solving (69) a curve connecting £ and 7 could 
be obtained, such as that shown in Fig. 23. As this curve 
applies equally well to a// values 
n= a/b y of a and 4, the solution of any 
equation of the form (68) can be 
obtained from it by merely chang- 
ing the scales on the axes. Thus, 
if 6 = 8 and a = 2, x and y are 
r-Vabx related to & and 7 by the laws 
ee ay x = 3 and y = 27. Therefore, 
by multiplying the numbers on 
the y-axis by 2 and dividing those on the taxis by 2 the 
én-curve is transformed into one connecting x and y. 
Even (67) is capable of considerable simplification by this 
device, for by using the substitutions » = y Va and £ = x Wa 
it may be reduced to the form 






d ; 
7z 7 E sin (? +2), 


which contains only one parameter instead of two. 


§ 28. Variables Separable by Substitution; Homogeneous 
Equations 


It sometimes happens that an equation in which the variables 
do not appear to be separable may be reduced to a form in 
which they are separable by the use of a suitable substitution, 
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As an example, consider the equation 


Upon replacing y by w = xy we obtain a new equation 


of which the solution is 


The reader will no doubt feel that this is a piece of trickery 
which is only likely to work in problems that have been hand- 
picked for the purpose. There is, indeed, a certain amount of 
truth in this reaction, for even where a suitable substitution 
exists it is not likely to be obvious.!_ Consequently this method 
of solution should generally be one of the last to be tried. 
There is one type of equation, however, for which the correct 
substitution is always known. It is known as the homogeneous 
equation. 

An equation 


® = 96,9) (70) 


is said to be homogeneous if the function ¢ remains unaltered 
when x and y are replaced by kx and ky, regardless of the value 
of the quantity k. That is, the equation is homogeneous if 


$(x, y) = b(kx, ky) 


for any value of k whatsoever. In particular, if & is replaced by 





1In the illustration, the substitution might be suggested by the observation that 
the first two terms are just the well-known formula for i (xy). It often happens, in 
CF 


dealing with troublesome equations, that success or failure hangs upon just such an 
observation as this. The solution of differential equations is no fit occupation for the 
obtuse. 
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1/x, the arguments of @ become 1 and y/x. Then (70) takes 
the form 

# = (2) 

ae ag 


This suggests substituting w = y/x for y, which is found 
to lead to an equation 


d: 
eo tw = o(1, 0) 


in which the variables are separable. 
From this point on the formal process is : 


dw _ ax 

(1, w) Ae. pe x? 

dw 
l = pra enS @ 
og x log a + ee aa 


qf dw 
o(1, w) —w 
w= ae . 


As an example, consider the equation 


dy 
(x2 + 2) = + a2xy = 0, (71) 
or 
dy __ _2xy 


dx x2 by?” 





It is easily seen that, if kx and ky are substituted for x and yy 
no change occurs in the right-hand side of the equation. 
Hence it is homogeneous. Now set y = wx. Then 





dw 2w 

I> 1 Ue " 

dx 1+ w? 
or 
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The integral of this is 
— log x = log a + 4 log (gw + w%), 


which reduces to 


It may be remarked in passing that this reduction to a form 
in which the variables are separable can be brought about by 
replacing x by w equally as well as by using the substitution 
made above. However, it is usually simpler to change the 
dependent variable than to change the independent one, and 
consequently the substitution of w for y is the one most com- 
monly used. 


§ 29. Exact Differential Equations 


Some first order differential equations may be solved by 
comparison with the formula for total differentiation 


bb BG. Oddy 
dx ax ' dy dx” (72) 


Suppose that the differential equation to be solved occurs 
in, or can be reduced to, the form 


fils, 9) + fale 9) & = 0. (73) 


Obviously, if we could find a function ¢(x, y) such that “ =fi 
and = fo, (72) and (73) would become identical upon the 
assumption that “ =o. It would therefore follow at once 
a ae 

that the solution of (73) was ¢(x, y) = a, since otherwise Te 
would not vanish. s 
This, of course, does not really constitute a method for 
solving such equations ; for it does not tell us how to find the 
function ¢ It may, however, be made the basis of a method 
of solution, provided two things can be done: first, provided 
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we can invent a method for determining from the equation 
itself whether or not such a function @ exists, and second, 
provided we can invent a method for finding the function if it 
does exist. Actually, both these things can be done, as we 
shall now see. First, however, we must remark that the 
equation (73) is called exact when such a function @ exists, so 
that our first object may be restated as a criterion for deter- 
mining whether an equation is exact. 


To find such a criterion, suppose (73) were exact. Then, 
by definition, 


Op _ 
ax =f, 
0d xy 
oy ave 


Differentiating the first of these with respect to y, and the 
second with respect to x, it is seen that 


Fs ane 
dydx dy” 
Bat IN 
Oxdy ax’ 


from which it follows ! that, if the equation is exact 


by oe? (74) 


Moreover, the converse of this theorem can also be proved: 
namely, that if (74) is satisfied (73) is exact. Thus it is 
always possible to decide whether or not an equation is exact 
before attempting to solve it. 

ea 


: : 5 OID r 
1 There are exceptional functions for which ze. is not equal to Kas 8 but these 
Oxdy Oyox 


are of such rare occurrence, particularly in the applied sciences, that they can quite 
properly be ignored in an elementary textbook, 
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To illustrate: consider again the example 


dy 
2 oe es 
(x? + y?) oe + 2y = 0. (71) 
Here fi = 2xy and fo = x? + y?. Hence 
of Ue 
Oy, Ox 


and the equation is exact. 

Having now accomplished our first objective, we turn to 
the matter of finding the function ¢, which we shall find to be 
equally simple. Once an equation is known to be exact the 
relations 


db _ 
8 = files y) 
and 


- = fo(x, y) 


: 0¢. ; 
are known to be true. Since he is gotten from ¢ by ordinary 
differentiation, assuming y to be constant, it follows that ¢ may 
: Ce) : : : : 
be obtained from x by ordinary integration, assuming y to be 


constant. Hence 


Co) = [Ate y) Ox + a(y), (75) 


the element of integration being written dx instead of dx to 
indicate that y is to be considered constant, and the “constant 
of integration” being written a(y) since, so far as partial 
differentiation with respect to x is concerned, any function of 
y only is to be so regarded. 

Integrating the second equation in the same way, we get 


6 = {foley y) ay + B(x. (76) 


Upon comparing (75) and (76) two possibilities present 
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themselves: In the first place, fabs y) dy may be equal to 
/i(*, y)dx, in which case the two equations will define the 


same function ¢ if and only if a(y) and B(x) are equal, which 
of course requires them both to be constant. 


In the second place, iy Ji(x, y) €x may contain a function of x, 
say g(x), which does not appear in {Jol y) Oy ; or f fal, y) dy 
may contain a function of y, say h(y), which does not appear in 
fi (x, y) dx, or both. In this case, in order that (75) and (76) 


shall be identical it is necessary that B(x) = g(x) and aly) = 
h(y). In either event the solution of the equation is known to 
be @ = C, C being a constant. 
As an example, consider the equation (71) dealt with above. 
Since 
oar 
oe 7 2D 


it follows that 
p = {2 dx + a(y) 


= x°y + a(y). 
Also, since 
LA ta 
aaa 
sie 
d= wy + ra + B(x). 
Comparing these, they are seen to be identical provided 


B(x) = 0 and a(y) = y3/3. Hence = x*y + y3/3 and the 
solution of the equation is 


3 
xy +o = Cy 


The same solution was obtained by another method in § 28. 
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As a second example, consider the equation 


sec? x tan y dx + sec? y tanx dy =o. 


Here 
Silx, y) = sec? * tan y, 
falx, y) = sec? y tan x. 
Hence 
ah = Oe sec? x sec? y. 
Oy ox 


Integrating as explained above it is found that 
@ = tanx tany + a(y) 
@ = tanx tan y + B(x). 
Hence w = 8 = C,aconstant, and the solution is + 


tanxtany+C =o. 


PROBLEMS 
d 
1 Pa ey 2). 


a, avy yt ae = 

5.. (aaa Oy) (acy + bx +) 2 = g. 
4: sec? x tan y@ + sec? y tan x = 0. 
5; p47 = ml. 


0 I GN ar = 
% 254 (4-35)G-° 
7. (ada+ b dB) sin (aa + JB) = (bda+a dB) cos (a + ap). 


I aT fk 
7 ang 
.. (7+ Vr — =) dt ( 2 —T? ) 


The rule is that @ must be set equal to a constant. But there is already one 
arbitrary constant C, and another would add nothing in the way of generality. 
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§ 30. Linear Equations 


If an equation of the first order is linear, it can be thrown 
into the form 


® + Ais)y = fale). (7) 


Problem 3, § 5, was of this type, and it was found that when 
w = ey had been substituted for y, it was easily solved. 
This suggests that a solution might be found in the present 
instance also by substituting in place of y some new variable 
w = yg(x), provided we were to choose the function g(x) 
properly. As the proper choice is not at all obvious, however, 
we shall proceed with the function undetermined, in the hope 
that something may occur to suggest a suitable choice. 
Our substitution w = gy transforms (77) into 


dw 4 e 
dx : (A et gdx Hil 2 


If, now, we choose g so that 


the second term of this equation disappears, and we have at 
once 


But obviously the condition which we have placed upon g leads 


to the choice 
9 ge 


& 


w=a +f ol dx. 
Changing from w to y, the solution of (77) is found to be 


ya lat fel fa dx). (78) 


whence we have 
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This formula (78) should be remembered, since many of the 
equations which can be solved by it can be solved in no other 
way. In order that the various steps in its derivation may be 
perfectly clear, the solution of the equation 


O pay =x, (79) 
will be carried through step by step. Here 
Si(™) = %, 
Sfo(x) = x. 


Hence the substitution to be made is 


The solution is therefore 


w=e? +a, 
or 


y=ittae ?, 
As another example, consider the equation 


dy 


2 eee 
pe + 7 Sin, (80) 


Here fi = and fe = sinx. Hence } fi: dx = log x and (78) 


* 
yimig ‘(a + fe ES eth dx) ‘ 


becomes 
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—log z 


But by the definition of a logarithm, e™*” = x and e = = 


Therefore 
y= “(a + fx sin x ds) 5 


which is easily evaluated. 


§ 31. Equations Reducible to the Linear Type 


Some equations which are not linear can be made so by an 
appropriate change of variable. Perhaps the most important 
type is 

d 
e + filx)y = fo(m)y”. 





If this equation is divided by ; * a it takes the form 


TAP +O - MAS ager ae) Se (81) 


A moment’s inspection shows that the first term is the x-deriva- 
; : I ; ' 
tive of the quantity ——, which also occurs in the second term. 


Hence if this is called w, (81) takes the form 
ae (1 — mfiw = (1 mfr 


which is linear and easily solved by formula (78). When 
w is replaced by y'~” in the result it is found that 


yom . eS aes £ m) fo dx), (82) 


Formula (82) differs from (78) only in that each f is replaced 
by (1 — m)f, and y is replaced by y'~” 


As an example, consider the equation 


ay; ¥.. nw 


a ee 





(83) 
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Here m = — 3, and therefore the correct substitution is w = Te 
Replacing y by this variable it is found that 

dw 

a ae w= 4sin x, 


a linear equation of the type (77) in which fi = * + and 
f2= 4sinx. Hence the solution is 


w= y= aa ta fetsin sds), 


which can readily be evaluated. 


PROBLEMS 


1. Solve (79) by separation of variables. 
2. Evaluate the solution of (80). 
3. Evaluate the solution of (83). 


dp PAT kas ao? — 2p6? 
do 6(1 — 6?) 


s. (Tlog t — 1)T dt = ed. 





d : 
6. a ty cose = ¥ sin 2x. 


7 y — cos. @ = y? cos ¥ (I — sin x). 





Teevdhe 6 
NE a inate ® 


Solve the differential equation set up in Problem 4, § 20, by the 
eens of § 30. 


§ 32. Equations Solvable for x or for y 


There is one more method of attacking first order equations 
which is worth trying if none of those explained above is suc- 
cessful. That is to solve for one of the variables x or y. 

Suppose the equation is solved for x. It is then in the form 
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x = $(y, y’), where y’ = 2 Differentiating this, an equation 


aw 0g d 
Sg: eee 


’ ~ ay? dy’ dx 


is obtained, which contains only the variables y and y’, and the 
derivative oy which may be written y o That is, the 
process above has virtually replaced x by a new variable y’. 
It may be possible to solve this equation and obtain a relation 
between y’ and y. If so, the algebraic elimination of y’ between 
this-and the original equation gives the desired solution. If 
not, the method has failed. 

As an example, consider the equation (53), which has 
already been solved by other means. This becomes 


ee = y? ay! (84) 
when solved for the variable x. Differentiating and changing 
o into Rom the new differential equation 


— dy = (2y” + 2y’) dy’ 


is obtained, the solution of which is obviously 


= EST Ee (85) 
By solving (84) for y’, it is found that 
po ee eV Sm ee, 


and upon substituting this in (85) the final solution 


ytat(F43Vi—«)(2-xF2V1—x) =0 (86) 


is obtained. 

In spite of its complicated appearance this equation is 
really identical with the solution obtained in § 21, and can be 
reduced to the same form as (55), except for a difference in the 
values of a in the two equations, which is immaterial. 

A similar method of attack rests upon solving the original 
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equation for y, thus reducing it to the form y = ¢(y’, x). 
Differentiating this with respect to x leads to 


eee dy’ 6. 
~~ Oy! dx oars 


7 
which contains only y’, « and a, and is therefore a first order 


differential equation in y’. It may be possible to solve this 
for a relation between y’ and x, and if so y’ may be eliminated 
from the original equation by means of this relation. 

As an example, consider the equation 





dy 
ee + xy = x, (87) 
which, when solved for y gives 
Si merts L 
2 a longl 
Differentiating, 
es ee ee 
fe oe t x? 
or 
U —_ 2 
nd a sae a 
y x 


The solution of this equation is 


yee one”. 

Eliminating y’ between this and the original equation the solu- 

tion is found to be 
y=t1-ae™, 

The same solution was gotten in § 30, except for the sign of o, 

which is immaterial since a is arbitrary. 

Both of the examples used in this section are easily solved 
by other means. The following examples, on the contrary, 
though not difficult when dealt with by the present method, 
would be very troublesome without it. 
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The equation 
xPy’2 4. y2 = y’(1 + ry), (88) 
may easily be solved for y, giving 
ya ay a Vy’. 


Differentiation gives 





rae es le 1 dy’ 
y or gus 2Vy/ dx 
or! 
dy’ 
y Pear 


The solution of this equation is y’ = a, by means of which the 
general solution of (88) is obtained in the form 


CK = yt ese 2aky, 


As a second example, consider the equation 





dy _ i 
et (x + y)?. (89) 
If this is solved for x, there results 
Say ae Vy’. 
Differentiation gives 
: 1 dy’ 
I=-— =——~, 
* 2Vy’ dx 
or 
dy’ 


arty) Vy 


1In searching for the general solution of a differential equation, factors which do 
not involve derivatives can be neglected in the same way that constants are neglected 


, 
in solving algebraic equations. On this basis, the factor x = aang: by which ay’ is 
multiplied, may be discarded. 2 vy! a 

The appearance of such algebraic factors is, however, an indication of the existence 
of “singular solutions”; that is, solutions of the differential equation which are not 
special cases of the general solution. These will be discussed in Chapter V. 
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The solution of this is easily found to be 

y’ = tan? (x + a). 
Hence the general solution of (89) is 


(« + y)? = tan? (x + a). 


PROBLEMS 
1. Reduce (86) to the form (55). 


2 
2 +(2) ~ytim=o. 


dx 
A Na ee 
3 eens ae 
d 
4 Wo dw 
Se VetT= 2 


(ie Saris o ar (2 , where ¢ is any function whatsoever. 
dx dx 


» (@=2) (2)’ = 


8. Solve (89) by substituting w = x + yin place of y. 


§ 33. Second Order Equations Reducible to First Order Equations 


Many equations which appear to be of higher order than 
the first become first order equations when y’ is written in 


place of 2. For instance, the equation derived in Problem 5, 


2 
§ 20, is of the form r(Y, 2) =o. In terms of y’ this 
: dy’ dx’ dx? 
becomes F(y, | =o, which is a first order equation the 


solution of which may easily be found. The result is, of course, 
a new equation connecting y’, y and x; and this itself is a first 
order differential equation. 
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There are three types of second order differential equations 
to which this method is applicable. They are, (a) those which 
do not contain y; (4) those which do not contain x; and 
(c) those which contain neither x nor y. Of course (c) is a 
special case of either (a) or (4). 


2 
An equation of type (a) is of the form (2 8 x) = Of 
which becomes F’ sore x) = 0, a first order equation in y’. 


2 
An equation of type (4) is of the form F [= , ) =O, 


i de de? 

or F(%, y, y) = 0, from which the x disappears completely 
dy’. ay’ 

when ik 8 replaced by y a It then takes the form of a 


first order equation in which the dependent and independent 
variables are y’ and y, respectively. 
To illustrate this latter type, consider the equation 


2 
et Sey (90) 


which may be written 


dy’ 

1 et Oy! oO. 
AE atin ea, 
This is a homogeneous equation, and therefore y’ is to be 


replaced by w = % This gives 


w dw ay, 
Ca a on O, 
the solution of which is 
log (w + 1) +o + lpey SaCT 
: Idy. ; : 
If w is replaced by yale in this equation, a new first order 


equation results, the solution of which is the desired relation 
between ~ and y. Unfortunately, the equation is not in a form 
which is amenable to the methods used above. If, however, 
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we are sufficiently acute to notice that w is the x-derivative of 
log y, the substitution of a new independent variable » = log y 
appears to be worth trying. This gives 





log (2 + :) + : +v=a, (91) 


which is solvable for v. Solving and differentiating, after the 
fashion of § 32, it is found that 





dv’ , 
= se = (1 + 0’). 
The solution of this is 
v+i1= : 


B+ a 
Substituting this in (91), we get 
— log (@ +x) + (B+x) +0=a, 
or, remembering that v = log y, 
x 


-B 
If we replace a and 8 by two new constants a’ = 6 e* and 
gp’ = e*-*, we can obtain the somewhat simpler form 


y = (a! + p’xe*. 

It can easily be verified that this is the solution of the given 
equation. The method used in obtaining it, however, is much 
more complicated than need be, as we shall see in § 62. 

GENERAL PROBLEMS 


1. Solve equation (22). 


wv 


. Solve equation (39). 
3. Solve equation (41). 


4. Solve equation (50), assuming that v = 0, that the cathode 
is at x = 0, and that both the potential and the potential gradient 
are zero at the cathode. 
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5. Find the general solution of equation (50). 


_6. A sound wave is moving in the direction x. It is known that 
this disturbance is periodic in time, and does not vary with y or z, 
so that the velocity potential must take the form 


@ = f(x) sin pt. 
Find the form of the function f(x). (Refer to Example 5, § 19.) 
7. Solve the equation derived in Problem 5, § 20. 
8. Solve (68) and (69). Verify the fact that the substitution, 
by means of which the latter was obtained from the former, does 


make these sslutions identical. 


g. Solve the differential equations : 
dv | 20 
(a) iti ga tera 
(0) Vi — 2 dv = 2uWV1 — du. 


(c) rt Hae, 





u 
dy : 2 
Pe as ee) ee 
Oh: Fn oan = she 
d 
(e) ett, 
bs i=» 


10. Solve the following differential equations : 

(a) ou + 2uv = 2u. 

du 
(2) (1 + 0°) du + (1 + u?)0dv =0. 
dv ; 
| — C= 

(c) u ogua + sin? ¢ =I. 

11. Solve the differential equation found in Problem 9, § 20. 


12. Solve the differential equation set up in Problem to, § 20. 


1, Solve the equation set up in Problem 11, § 20, assuming that 
at the time ¢ = o the velocity was zero, 





CHAPTER V 
SINGULAR SOLUTIONS 


§ 34. Definition of Singular Solutions 


A differential equation sometimes has solutions which are 
not special cases of the general solution. How these come to 
exist can most easily be explained by a reference to the geomet- 
rical interpretation given in Chapter II. According to that 
interpretation, every particular solution corresponds to a curve, 
and the general solution corresponds to the family of curves 
taken as a whole. 

To say that one of these curves satisfies the differential 
equation is only to say that its slope at every point, together 
with the coordinates of the point, satisfy the equation. If the 
family of curves possesses an envelope, all these quantities — 
slope and coordinates — are the same for a point of the envel- 
ope as for the curve to which it is tangent at that point. 
Hence the envelope also satisfies the differential equation. As 
the envelope is not in general one of the curves of the family, 
it cannot be obtained by assigning a particular value to the 
constant of integration. It therefore represents a solution 
that is not included in the general solution at all, and is called 
a singular solution. 

These singular solutions can often be found without solving 
the differential equation itself: geometrically this is equivalent 
to saying that the envelope of the family of curves can often be 
found directly from its differential equation, without knowing 
the individual curves of the family. 

In discussing envelopes in § 5, attention was called to the 
fact that they never exist unless more than one curve of the 
family pass through each point. But if several curves— say 


93 
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n of them — pass through a point, each with its own appropriate 
slope, there must be # values of y’ corresponding to each pair 
of values of x and y. In other words the differential equation 


o(x, y, ¥’) =O, (92) 


when solved for y’, must have » roots. This is true for any 
pair of values x and y. However, if the point (x, y) happens 
to be on the envelope of the family, one of the curves which 
pass through it must be counted twice, as has already been 
noted in § 5. Hence the value of y’ which corresponds to this 
curve must appear twice as a solution of (92). The envelope 
of a family of curves is therefore a curve along which the dif- 
ferential equation of the family has equal y”s, as well as a 
curve along which its algebraic equation has equal c’s. In 
the discussion of § 5 it was shown that the latter locus can be 
found by eliminating c¢ between the equations 


Sieds c) = Os 
of 


rege 


The same argument also proves that the locus of equal y’’s can 
be found by eliminating y’ between the equations 


o(x, ¥, y’) = 93 


The result of this elimination is an equation involving x 
and y only: it is not a differential equation, and it is obtained 
without any knowledge of the general solution of (92). That 
its graph includes the envelope of the family of curves defined 
by the differential equation is evident from what has already 
been said. But it may include other curves as well, as we shall 
see in § 35. First, however, let us illustrate the part of the 
theory which we have already covered, 
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Consider the differential equation 


(i) +=(Z) =» (6) 


the general solution of which may be found by the method of 
§ 32 to be 


ym ca + A. (94) 


This equation is linear: hence the general solution is repre- 
sented by a family of 
straight lines. These are 
shown in Fig. 24. A 
glance at the figure shows 
that the lines possess an 
envelope C, the equation 
of which can be found by 
either of two methods : 

First, by using the 
method of § 5, which re- Fic. 24. 
quires that (94) be dif- 
ferentiated with respect to c, and then eliminated. Differen- 
tiation gives x + 2¢ = 0, which, when substituted in (94) 
leads to _y = —x?/4 as the equation of the envelope. 

Second, by using the method of the present section, which 
requires that (93) be differentiated with respect to y’, and y’ 
then eliminated. This also leads to the same result y = — x2/4. 

The second of these methods could have been applied even 
if we had not known the solution of our differential equation. 





§ 35. Cuspidal Locus and Tac Locus 


As in § 5, so here also the locus of equal y’’s contains other 
curves than the envelope. Usually, however, they do not 
represent solutions of the differential equation of the family. 

If the curves which comprise the family have cusps, as in 
Fig. 4, the two branches which meet at the cusp have identical 
slopes. Hence if x and y happen to be the coordinates of a 
cusp, this slope will appear twice when (92) is solved for y’, 
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The locus of these cusps is therefore included in the locus of 
equal y’”’s, just as it was in the locus of equal c’s. 

It is easy to see from Fig. 4 why this cuspidal locus is not a 
solution of the differential equation, for the slope of the cus- 
pidal locus is not generally the same as that of any of the 
family of curves passing through the point: hence, it does 
not satisfy the differential equation $(x, y, y’) = 0,'as it would 
do if it were a solution. 

If the curves present such an appearance as that shown in 
Fig. 8, two equal values of y’ occur at every point on the line 
AB at which the various curves are tangent to one another, 
one for each of the curves which are tangent at the point in 
question. Hence 4B is also part of the locus of equal y’s. 
Like the cuspidal locus, however, it is not usually a solution 
of the differential equation, for the slope of /B itself is not in 
general the same as the slope of any of the curves. In the case 
of the circles, for example, their differential equation obviously 
requires that y’ be infinite at these points, whereas the slope 
of AB is zero. 

Such a line, at which curves touch, is called a tac Jocus. 

The nodal locus, which was part of the locus of equal c’s, 
is not part of the locus of equal y’”s; for the two branches of 
the curve which cross at the double-point generally have dif- 
ferent slopes, as in Fig. 4. Neither is it a solution of the differ- 
ential equation, since the slope of the nodal locus is generally 
different from that of either branch. 

To sum up, we have found that the locus of equal ¢’s may 
consist of three types of curves: the envelope, the cuspidal 
locus and the nodal locus. The locus of equal y’’s may also 
consist of three types of curves, the envelope, the cuspidal locus 
and the tac locus. Of these, only the envelope represents a 
singular solution of the differential equation. 


§ 36. Determination of Singular Solutions 


In view of the foregoing considerations it is a simple matter 
to obtain the singular solution of a differential equation, if it 
possesses any. ‘To accomplish this, it is only necessary to find 
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the locus of equal c’s (if the general solution is known) or of 
equal y’’s (if it is not), and then to determine by direct substitu- 
tion which factors in the equations of these loci satisfy the 
differential equation and which do not. 

For example, consider again the family of circles shown in 
Fig. 8, the equation of which is 


(x—cP?+y—r=o. (18) 
It has already been shown in § 5, that the locus of equal c’s 
is composed of the straight lines y = r and y =— 17, which 


constitute the envelope. It has also been found in Problem 6, 
§ 20, that the family (18) is also defined by the differential 
equation 


pe Aelia IN Maat Se (95) 


By direct substitution, the functions y = r and y =—r are 
shown to satisfy this equation: they are therefore singular 
solutions. 

Suppose, however, that we were given the equation (95) 
and did not know its general solution (18). It would still be 
possible to determine its singular solutions directly from the 
differential equation itself. For upon differentiating (95) with 
respect to y’, we would obtain 


2y?y’ = 0, (96) 


which is satisfied by either y’ = 0 or y =o. Substituting 
y’ =o in (95), we obtain y = 7 and y =—,7r, which have 
already been seen to be singular solutions. The other function, 
y = 0, is not, since it does not satisfy the differential equation. 
It must, therefore, be either a cuspidal locus or a tac locus. It 
is, in fact, the line 4B of Fig. 8, which is obviously a tac locus. 

It should be noticed that y = 0 could only be a solution of 
(95) ify’ were infinite. In other words, ifa curve is to be a solu- 
tion of (95) it must have an infinite slope wherever it intersects 
the line y = 0. That the circles have such a slope has already 
been noted above. It is exactly because the line y = 0 does 
not have this slope that it is not a singular solution. 
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As a second example, consider the family of curves shown 
in Fig. 6, the equation of which is 


(y—c)? —(* + c8% =o. 


It has been shown in Problem 7, § 20, that the differential 
equation of the family is 

ary? +ty? -—y—x =0. (97) 
Differentiation with respect to y’ gives 

RAY, HS) Ss 

the roots of which are y’ =o and y’=— 1. Substituting 
these values in (97) gives us the loci y+x=o0 and 
y +x — 24 = 0, respectively. 

By direct substitution it is found that the function y = — x 
is not a solution of (97). It is therefore either a cuspidal or 
tac locus. The function y =— x + 7 on the other hand 
does satisfy (97). It is therefore a singular solution and its 
graph is the envelope of the curves. As y =— x was also 
found in § § as a part of the locus of equal c’s, it is evident 
that it is a cuspidal locus, as indeed Fig. 6 shows it to be. 

Finally, in the case of the family of curves 


Si CE Re (17) 
ae ee equation has been found in Problem 8, § 20, 
to be 
ANY = Dey se aay he toe, (98) 
and the locus of equal y’’s is easily found to be 
(27y? — 2x3)(16y? — x3)? = o, 
As the locus of equal c’s has already been found to be 
y*(279" — 288) = 0, 


it follows that the line y = o and the semi-cubical parabola 
16y? = x along which occur equal c’s and equal y’’s, respec- 
tively, constitute the nodal locus and the tac locus. The semi- 
cubical parabola, 27y? = 2x%, which is common to both, is 
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either an envelope or a cuspidal locus. By substitution it is 
found to satisfy the differential equation. The equation is 
therefore a singular solution, and its locus is an envelope of 
the curves (17). All these loci are shown in Fig. 7. 


PROBLEMS 


1. Obtain the locus of equal y’’s for (98). 


2. The equation 
p[t — cos (6 — @)] = 1 


defines a family of parabolas in polar coordinates. Prove that the 
method of procedure developed in § 5 is valid in dealing with polar 
curves as well as Cartesian curves. Then find the envelope of the 
family. 


3. Find a differential equation for the family of Problem 2. Find 
the envelope from this differential equation. 














CHAPTER VI 


PracticaAL APPLICATIONS OF DIFFERENTIAL EQuaTIons 


§ 37. Introduction 


In discussing the origin of differential equations in Chapter 
III several scientific problems were mentioned, the mathe- 
matical formulation of which led at once to differential equa- 
tions. No attempt was made to solve these equations, how- 
ever, as methods of solution had not then been derived. From 
time to time in Chapter IV these equations were again referred 
to and solutions were obtained for such cases as were within 
the power of the methods there considered. It is the purpose 
of the present chapter to introduce a number of additional 
problems of this type and to show how their solutions may 
easily be obtained by the theory of differential equations. 

For the most part the examples chosen are extremely sim- 
ple, both because the consideration of half a dozen simple 
examples is frequently of more value to the student than the 
solution of one hard problem, and also because the more 
difficult problems, if they are to be of any practical significance, 
require the explanation of so much geometry, mechanics, or 
electricity as to consume a large amount of time that had 
better be devoted to mathematical ideas. The principal aim 
has been to make the problems as varied as possible, and thus 
to give a proper perspective of the breadth of the field of 
application of differential equations. 


§ 38. Dissipation of Heat in a Wire 


Three fundamental laws in the theory of heat conduction 
were stated in $18. For the purpose of the present example a 


fourth is required, It is: 
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(iv) A hot body surrounded by such a medium as air loses heat 
at a rate proportional to the difference in temperature between 
the two media. 


The laws (i), (ii) and (iii) of § 18 are exact physical laws. 
That is, they are obeyed to a high degree of accuracy within 
very wide limits. On the other hand (iv) is only a rough 
approximation under any circumstances, and ceases to deserve 
even that rating when the difference in temperature between 
the body and the medium surrounding it is very great. Never- 
theless, it is frequently used in the mathematical treatment of 
heat problems for two reasons: first, because the true law is 
known only in the form of empirical data; second, because 
the use of such data gives rise to differential equations of 
extreme difficulty, whereas (iv) leads to problems that can 
readily be solved. As long as the temperature differences 
amount to only a few degrees Centigrade — as in most cases of 
thermometry for example — the results obtained by the simple 
law are sufficiently accurate for most practical purposes. The 
following problems are supposed to be of this type. 

Consider a very long wire, one end of which is maintained 
at constant temperature 6) while the rest of it is immersed in 
air at the temperature 0. Obviously the wire will tend to 
transfer its heat to the air and therefore to cool down. As it 
cools, heat will flow from the hotter to the cooler portions of 
the wire. Therefore, saying that the one end is maintained 
at a constant temperature implies that heat is being con- 
tinually supplied at this end to make good the losses to the air. 

No matter what the temperature distribution may orig- 
inally have been it will ultimately settle down to a permanent 
state. Thereafter each point will have its own particular tem- 
perature which no longer varies with time. The problem to 
be solved is that of finding this “stationary temperature” at 
each point of the wire. 

Denote by x the distance of any point from the hot end of 
the wire and by @ its temperature. Then the entire differential 
element between x and x + dx will be at substantially this same 
temperature @. It must, therefore, lose per unit time the 
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quantity of heat g@ a, d/ being the area exposed to the air, 
and g the constant of proportionality in law (iv). 


1. ae : 
Also due to the temperature gradient a at the point x, an 


4 ee : ‘ 
amount of heat — ka dt——| is gained by conduction across its 


ax|. 
hotter end, a being the cross-sectional area of the wire. Simi- 
: : a6 
larly the amount lost across its cooler end is — ka dt—- 
dx z+dz 


Since the temperature is stationary — that is, since it does not 
change with time — the gains must equal the losses, thus giving 
the equation 








a6 a0 
— —| =— — 6(x) dd dt. 
ka dt a. ka at a set £ A(x) (99) 
As dx is to be infinitesimal, 
do do a?0 
— = — dx. 
7, | epg? 8 ay Manas 











Also dd is equal to the circumference of the wire, C, multiplied 
by the length of the element dx. Substituting these values in 
(99) and making a few simple cancellations it reduces to the 
form 

a0 

ha p78 =0, (100) 
where p” has been written for the constant gC/ka. 

This equation is easily solved by the method explained in 


§ 33,! and leads to the result 
O(x) = a et” + ave ™, (101) 


a and a2 being the arbitrary constants of integration. 
This is the general solution of the differential equation (100). 
The answer to our problem, however, is not a general solution 


‘Chapter VIL contains methods better adapted for the solution of (100) than is 
the method of § 33; but since neither solution is difficult, we need not anticipate the 
more powerful method in this place, 
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but a particular one; for there is nothing arbitrary about a 
physical wire one end of which is maintained at a definite 
temperature, and there can therefore be nothing arbitrary in 
the mathematical description of its temperature. We must, 
then, seek for the boundary conditions. 

One boundary condition is obvious ; it is that 6 must equal 
6) when x iso. The other condition concerns the state of the 
wire at large distances from the hot end. In the physical 
state of affairs it is obvious that this must have much the same 
temperature as the air surrounding it, which means that 0 
must approach zero for large values of x. 

By inspecting (ror) it is seen that the term with the negative 
exponent approaches zero no matter what a2, may be, while the 
other approaches co unless o, is zero. Hence the physical 
requirements can only be satisfied by making a zero. 

This fact having been established a2 is easily determined, 
the final solution being 0(x) = 0 e~”. 


§$ 39. Flow of Heat in a Sphere 


As a second example, consider the problem of the stationary 
state of temperature within the walls of a spherical shell 
immersed in a constant temperature bath and containing at its 
center a source (such as an electric heating element) which 
liberates a constant amount of heat per unit time. It is obvious 
from the symmetry of the problem that all points equally dis- 
tant from the center will have like temperatures ; that is, 6 is 
a function of r only. 

Consider the element of volume contained between two 
imaginary concentric spheres the radii of which are r and 
r+ dr. Across the inner one the heat will flow into the element 
at the rate — 4mr2a o. Across the outer one heat will flow 
outward at a rate given by exactly the same formula, except 

do ‘ ‘ 
that 7? and 7p Iust now be given the values corresponding to 


the outer surface. The former of these is obviously (r + dr)?, 
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which is approximately equal to r? + 2r dr if dr is sufficiently 
small. The latter is 
do 


a6 _ do 
dr 


r+ dr dr 


d?6 
ns 


r dr? 


dr. 


Tr 











As no heat is generated within the element of volume the 
temperature can only be constant provided the amount flowing 
in across one face balances the amount flowing out across the 
other. Equating these two quantities, making certain obvious 
cancellations, and dropping the terms that involve (dr), the dif- 
ferential equation 

d?29 240 
Re he 
is obtained, the general solution of which is 
g=— = + B. (102) 


The next step in the problem is to determine a and 8 so that 
(102) may satisfy the specific physical conditions laid down in 
the problem : first, that heat is generated at a constant rate, 
which may be called S units per second ; second, that the outer 
surface of the sphere is maintained at a constant temperature, 
which may be called o. 

Obviously, if the temperature is stationary the rate at which 
heat is generated must equal the rate at which it is passed 
outward through any spherical shell. This latter has already 
been found to be — 4n7r2a 2. By differentiating (102) this 
is found to be — 4maa. Hence a must satisfy the equation 
— 4Taa = 8S. 

At the outer surface of the sphere, where r = R, the tem- 


perature is zero. By substituting these values in (102), B is 
found to be a/R. 
Therefore the final solution of the problem is 


ii oa (: - 3). 
ATA NG wk 
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It is interesting to note that the inner radius of the spherical 
shell does not appear in the solution of this problem. That is, 
the temperature distribution within a thin shell will be just the 
same as that within the corresponding part of a thicker one. 
This is not unreasonable, however, for the temperature gradient 
at similar points of either must be just sufficient to pass the heat 
outward as fast as it is generated. Hence, if the outside 
temperature is the same in both, it follows at once that the 
temperature at a given distance from the center must be the 
same in each. 


PROBLEMS 


1. A power cable, consisting of a metallic conductor five millimeters 
in diameter surrounded by a sheath of insulating material three 
millimeters thick, lies at the bottom of a bay where the temperature 
is substantially constant and equal to 4° C. Due to the electrical 
resistance of the conductor heat is generated in this cable at the rate 
of S units per centimeter per second. What is the temperature of 
the inner surface of the sheath? 


2. An iron pipe of external radius 10 centimeters carries steam at 
a temperature of 105° C. A considerable length of it is imbedded in 
the center of a concrete wall, thick enough that it may be regarded as 
infinite. The temperature of the medium surrounding the concrete 
wall may be taken to be 20° C. What is the temperature of a point 
of the concrete 20 centimeters away from the wall of the pipe? 


(The thermal conductivity of iron is so high compared to that of concrete 
that the pipe may be regarded as being at the same temperature as the steam 
which it contains.) 


3. Two long wires, one somewhat thicker than the other, have 
one end maintained at the temperature 9. Both are formed of the 
same material, and both lose heat to the surrounding air in accordance 
with law (iv). At unit distance from the hot end, which is the 
warmer? 


4. A wire of length / has one end at temperature 0 and the other 
at temperature 6;. It loses heat to the surrounding air in accordance 
with law (iv). How much heat does it dissipate per unit time? 


s. A wire of length / has one end at temperature 99 and loses heat 
in accordance with law (iv) both from its cylindrical surface, and 
from the other end. What is the temperature of this other end? 
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§ 40. Curve of Constant Curvature 


As the next illustration, let us take the simple geometric 
problem of determining the equation of a curve the curvature 
of which is the same at every point. It will be remembered 
that “curvature” is the rate at which the tangent to the curve 
rotates as the point of tangency moves along the curve. It is 
defined by the formula 


” 


y 


Ro G+y3” (103) 


y’ and y’’ being derivatives of y with respect to x. The problem 
is therefore to solve the differential equation (103) upon the 


assumption that x is a known constant. 
vf 


£ ‘ice ‘ , , i 
Since y"”" = oes (103) integrates immediately into 


, 


BA 
Viey* 


Solving this for y’, it is found that 


KX = 


pet KX — a@ 
Z Vi — (kx — a)?” 


the integral of which is 


r ee eee? Ee 
ya vi — (a)? + 8, 
or 


(xy — 8)? + (xe — a)? = 1, (104) 


This is immediately recognized as the equation of a circle 
ofradius 1/x, the center of which is located at the arbitrary point 


a B ae : ‘ bia 
(: i 4 There is no necessity for determining the values of 


« and B, since the problem happens to be one in which the 
general solution is the thing desired. 
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§ 41. Trajectories 


The next problem is likewise taken from the field of geom- 
etry. Chapter III discussed at some length the idea of one 
parameter families of curves; that is, families the various 
members of which were all defined by assigning different values 
to an arbitrary constant in a single equation. The heavy 
curves of Fig. 25 constitute such a family. The dotted curve 
possesses the peculiar property of intersecting every curve of 
the family at exactly the same angle. That is, if tangents are 
drawn to the dotted curve and one of the curves of the family 
at their point of intersection, these tangents include the same 
angle, no matter which curve of the family may have been 
chosen. Any curve possessing this particular property 1s called 
a trajectory of the family of curves. 

There may be more than one such trajectory, and if so, they 
too constitute a family of curves. The problem of the present 
section is to determine this family of trajectories. 

For this purpose it is first necessary to know the differential 
equation of the curves. How 
this is to be found, when the 
family of curves is defined by 
means of an algebraic equation, 
was explained in Chapter III. 
Suppose, then, that the dif- 
ferential equation of the curves 
of Fig. 25 has been found to be 
I(x, ¥5 y’) = 0. Through the 
point (x, y) passes a curve of the 
family. The direction angle 0 Fic. 25. 
of its tangent at this point is 
given by the law tan@ = y’. If a trajectory passes through 
the same point (x, y) its tangent must have a direction angle 
6+ a, and therefore the slope of the trajectory must be 
tan (6 + a). 

In order to avoid confusion, capital letters will be used for 
quantities referring to the trajectory, so that Y’ is its slope at 
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the point (X,Y). In particular, at the point under considera- 
tion, these values must be 


X =x, 
Y=y, 
Y’ = tan (6+ a) 


tan @-+ tana 
I — tan @tane 


y’ + tana 
I — y’ tana’ 


When solved, these equations give 


ae 
y= Y, 
Y’ — tana (105) 


, 


J IE aie 


Wherever a trajectory and a curve of the family cross, these 
relations hold. But the x, y and y’ of every such point satisfy 
the equation (105). Hence it must be true that 


Tes) 


This, however, is a differential equation in the capital letters: 
that is, it is the differential equation which the trajectories must 
satisfy. 

As the simplest possible example, consider a family of 
straight lines parallel to the x-axis. The ordinary equation of 
such a family is y = c, and its differential equation y’ = o, 
But if y’ is zero, Y’ must equal tana, as may be seen from 
(105). Thus the differential equation of the trajectories is 
Y’ = tana, and its solution Y = X tana+C. This is the 
equation of a family of straight lines all of which have the 


= 0. (106) 
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same slope tana. They obviously satisfy the required con- 
dition. 

As a somewhat more difficult example, let us seek to find a 
set of curves which cross 
the family of circles 


(of ty =e, 


shown in Fig. 26, at right 
angles. The differential 
equation of this family 
may readily be found to 
be 


y? — x? — axyy’ = 0. 


The family of curves 
crossing these circles at 
right angles must there- 
fore satisfy the differen- ig ak 
tial equation 





¥?— xX? 4247 =o, 
or 


pit ate. 
ieee = a 


This is a homogeneous equation the solution of which is 
X? + Y? — 2kY =0. 


It represents a family of circles all of which pass through the 
origin and have their centers on the y-axis. 

That any such circle crosses the circles of the original 
family at right angles can be verified from the simple geomet- 
rical fact that a line CT drawn tangent to amy circle of the 
family from a point C on the Y-axis is equal in length to CO. 
Hence all such tangents are equal in length and may be radii 
of the same circle. 

As a final example of this sort consider a pencil of straight 
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lines through the origin, the algebraic equation of which is 
y = cx, and its differential equation 


eae is 
tease. 
The differential equation of trajectories crossing it at an angle 
a is therefore 
_Xtana+Y 
~ X—Ytana’ 
Hence the trajectories are 


y? 


eg Y tana 
XxX 2 





log (X? + Y*) + C. 


This equation appears rather complicated when written 
in Cartesian coordinates. 
However, if polar co- 
ordinates are used, the 
relations 


pie X? + 7 


Yo 
= -1 
0 = tan ¥ 


reduce it at once to 
6 = tanalogr+C. 


These curves are called 
logarithmic spirals. One 
is shown in Fig. 27. Their 
most noteworthy proper- 
ty is that used in deriving 
their equations : namely, the property of crossing every radial 
line in the polar coordinate system at exactly the same angle a. 





Fic, 27. — Tue Locaritumic Sprrat. 


PROBLEMS 


1. Find the equation of the trajectories crossing the polar circles 
x? + y® = c® at the constant angle a. 


2. If the angle ais a right angle, the trajectories are called “orthog- 
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onal.” Find the orthogonal trajectories of the family of circles 
ef yr ae | 


(Since polar circles and radii cross each other at right angles any trajectory 
of one set should likewise be a trajectory of the other, but the angles of 
intersection should be complementary.) 


3. Find the trajectories of the family of parabolas y? = cx. 


4. Find the equation of a curve the curvature of which is inversely 
proportional to the square of its distance from the y-axis. 


5. The sine curves y = c sin x are rotated about the x-axis, thus 
generating a family of surfaces resembling strings of sausages. Find 
the equation of a set of surfaces normal to these. 


§ 42. Freely Falling Body 


It is a fundamental law of mechanics that the acceleration 
of a body is proportional to the force acting on it, acceleration 
being by definition the time rate of change of velocity. It is 
also a fundamental law of mechanics that the attraction 
exerted by one body upon another is inversely proportional to 
the square of the distance between them. These two laws are 
sufficient to determine the motion of a meteor falling upon the 
sun from a great distance. 

Assume that at the instant ¢ = o the meteor is at rest, that 
it is not impeded in its progress by frictional forces such as 
would be brought into play by falling through the earth’s 
atmosphere, and that the sun is also at rest. Let the x-axis 
be the line joining the center of the meteor to the center of the 


sun, with the sun at x = o and the meteor originally at x = X. 
2 


; : lel evel . See 105% 
At any instant its velocity is os and its acceleration ae 


Hence the laws stated above give the differential equation 


k 
Doge (107) 


As the acceleration is toward the sun, it tends to decrease 
x. This is why the negative sign is used. 
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The solution of (107) is found by the method of $33. The 

velocity x’ turns out to be 

12 

x i. 

—=C+-. 

2 x 
As the conditions of the problem require this velocity to be 
zero at the instant ¢ = o, when the meteor is X units from the 
sun, it is convenient to determine the arbitrary constant of the 
first integration before proceeding to the second. It is found 
to be — k/X. Hence, 


The solution of this equation which satisfies the condition 
that x = X when? = ois | 


VoRX t=XV«X — x2 + X? cost. (108) 


This equation gives directly the time at which the meteor 
passes a given point. It cannot easily be solved for the position 
x as a function of f. 

The law usually given for a freely falling body is an approx- 
imation to (108) based upon the assumption that the body falls 
a distance which is short compared to the radius of the sun. 
To derive it, suppose the meteor falls to the surface of the sun 
from a height 4 above. Then x must be interpreted as the 
radius of the sun, and X asx +4. Then, if 4 is small com- 


pared to x, 
[x 
cos~! «/=; = cos~! 
xX 


ae 
x? 


this result being merely the first significant term in the Taylor’s 





pie 
x 





, I 
series for cos~ ee: Also, 
L 
Nip 
x 
VKX — x2 = Vix 
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and 


V2RX = V 2kx. 
Using these in (108) it becomes 
ki? 


2x2? 
or, since k and x are both constant, 
h = cf. 


This law is valid so long as / is not large in comparison 
with the dimensions of the body upon which the meteor falls. 
In the case of weights let fall under the gravitational field of 
the earth it is always satisfactory, because the distance through 
which they fall is never more than a small fraction of the radius 
of the earth. It may be obtained more simply by assuming at 
the outset that the gravitational force does not vary appre- 
ciably throughout the fall. 


§ 43. Bending of a Beam 


If a beam is fixed rigidly at one end while a weight is sus- 
pended from the other, as shown in Fig. 28, the beam will bend 






ZA 
ZZ 
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Fic. 28.—Srresses in A Bent BEAM. 


until the restoring forces exerted by the strained fibres of the 
beam are just sufficient to support the weight WY. The sim- 
plest way to find the differential equation of the bent beam is 
to imagine the beam cut at an arbitrary point along its length 
and think of the forces which would have to be applied to hold 
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it in exactly the same position as it occupied before being cut. 
It is obvious, of course, that these or equivalent forces must be 
exerted by the particular fibres of the beam which are imagined 
to be cut. 

Suppose such a cut were made at the point P which is 
located x units in a horizontal direction from the free end of 
the beam.! To support the cut portion by means of forces 
applied where the cut is made— and of course the cut fibres can 
exert forces nowhere else— requires some such arrangement as 
that shown in the figure.? 

It is obvious, therefore, that 

(1) the supported weight W exerts a force vertically down- 
ward ; 

(2) the stretched fibres in the top half of the beam exert a 
force P; in the direction of the tangent to the beam at P; 


(3) the compressed fibres in the lower part of the beam 
exert a force P2 which is likewise parallel to the tangent at P, but 
is oppositely directed to P, ; 


(4) since these three forces alone could not possibly prevent 
the cut portion of the beam from falling, the fibres must also 
exert a fourth force vertically upward through the point P. 


Next it must be noted that forces (2) and (3) must be of like 
magnitude. Otherwise there would be a resultant force in the 
x-direction and the cut portion would move endwise. Sim- 
ilarly, forces (1) and (4) must be equal, or the cut portion 
would move up or down. Each pair is therefore a “couple” 
tending only to rotate the beam. The pair (1) and (4) is called 
the “applied couple” and the other the “restoring couple.” 
Since the cut portion of the beam is in equilibrium under these 
two couples they must have equal moments ® — this is a funda- 





' This is not the same thing as x units measured along the length of the beam, for « 


due to deflection the beam is no longer horizontal. 

* The rope and pulley arrangement prevents the left end of the cut portion from 
falling. It would not prevent the right end from falling, however. The chain and 
small roller accomplish this by pushing on the lower fibres and pulling on the upper ones. 

"The moment of a force about a line is defined as the product of the magnitude 
of the force by the least distance between the line of action of the force and the line 
about which the moment is taken. In the problem considered above the line may 








§ 43. BENDING OF A BEAM 115 


mental law of mechanics. As the moment of the applied 
couple is Vx, the restoring couple must also have this moment. 

A law must now be taken from the theory of beams. It is, 
that the moment of the couple P:P2 is proportional to the 
curvature of the beam at the point P. Put in symbolic form, 
this becomes 











qv" 
OREN ames ce? Ma WV > 
f yy m. 
which integrates at once into 
2 
Wx C 
See g + C’ (109) 
aoe 2 EN aia ? 
ti = ( se c) 
ay 


in which C and C’ are the constants of integration. 

From the classroom standpoint this is a satisfactory solu- 
tion of the differential equation, for it gives y directly as a 
function of x. From a practical standpoint it is not so good, 
for the integral term cannot be evaluated in terms of the 
elementary functions. In practice this difficulty is avoided 
by making a common-sense observation regarding the quan- 
tities that occur in the differential equation itself. Structural 
beams are obviously never loaded heavily enough to bend them 


much. Therefore 2 is exceedingly small — so small in fact 


that the term y” in the denominator may be neglected. The 
differential equation therefore becomes 


gy” = Wx, 
and its solution 


Wr 
y= + Cn +C.. 





be regarded as a line perpendicular to the plane of the paper through the point P. 
Then the moment of the force W about this line is Wx, and the moment of the vertical 
restoring force W’ is zero, because the line of action of this force passes through the 
point P. The “moment of the couple” is the sam of the moments of the individual 
forces, and is therefore simply Wx. It will be found to be the same about any parallel 
line. 
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This solution is simple, and accurate enough to be satis- 
factory for many engineering purposes. It is exceedingly 
accurate when applied to structural members, for example. 
There are other branches of technology, however, in which 
beams occur for which the simple formula is not accurate. A 
watch spring, for example, is practically a bent beam, and it is 
certainly not true that the deflection can be ignored in such a 
case. To find the deflection of such a spring the complicated 
integral in (109) must be somehow evaluated. It belongs to 
a class of functions the values of which have been tabulated, 
just as logarithms, trigonometric functions and the Ci func- 
tions of § 25 have been tabulated. They are called “elliptic 
integrals,” because they first attracted attention in the attempt 
to find the circumference of an ellipse. It is beyond the scope 
of this text to discuss them. 


§ 44. Deflection of Structural Columns 


The average man distinguishes a beam from a column by 
saying one is horizontal while the other is upright. In making 
this distinction, however, he is thinking primarily in terms of 
gravitational loads, for “beams” and “columns,” to the aver- 
age man, are used to support buildings. In technology the dis- 
tinction is phrased a little differently, and any stiff member 
subjected to forces parallel to its own length is called a column; 
while if the forces are perpendicular to its length it is called a 
beam. Thus, the connecting rods and 
YY piston rods of a steam-engine are 

ZZ columns although they are often sub- 
stantially horizontal in position, while 
a flagstaff is a beam so far as the wind 
stresses on the flag are concerned. 

Consider the column shown in Fig. 
29. Ifa load is applied to this column 
in such a way as to be distributed 
with perfect symmetry about its axis 
it is obvious that there will be no 
tendency whatever for the column to bend. Under these con- 






Fro. 29. 
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ditions it will remain perfectly straight, though it will be com- 
pressed slightly. If the load is increased to such a point that 
the material is no longer strong enough to sustain it, it will 
crush without bending. In actual practice, however, no such 
ideal symmetry is to be expected. Instead the loads will 
invariably be heavier on one side than on the other, so that they 
are effectively equivalent to a single force applied a bit to one 
side of the center of the column. In the figure this distance is 
denoted by «. Engineers speak of it as the “eccentricity of the 
load.” 

Now suppose such an eccentric load has been applied, and 
that the column has bent into the 
form shown in Fig. 30. If the 
column is cut at the point P it will 
be found that there are four forces 
acting upon its upper section. P 
They are (1) the load WV, (2) the 
tension P, in the outer fibres, (3) 
the compression P2 in the inner 
fibres, and (4) the vertical force 
W’' which prevents the cut portion 
from falling. As in § 43 the pair 
(1) and (4) form the “applied 
couple,” and the pair (2) and (3) 
the “‘restoring couple,” and to these couples we must apply 
the same laws that were used in discussing beams. They lead 
to the differential equation 








Fic. 30.—Srresses IN A BENT 
Co.umn. 


cay =—-Wy+o, (110) 


x in this case being measured upward, and y horizontally. 
Generally the deflections are small, so that y’? can be 
ignored. The equation then becomes 


OF" mae AD 8), 


the solution of which is 


yte= Cain (— 0). 
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This is the formula usually adopted for the bending of columns ; 
but if the deflections are large it is necessary to solve (110) 
without simplification. 


PROBLEMS 


1. A beam has a load uniformly distributed throughout its length. 
Find the equation for its deflection upon the assumption that the 
deflection is very small. 


2. The beam of a chemist’s balance rests upon a knife edge in the 
exact center and has weight pans suspended from its ends. Find the 
equation for its curve of deflection. 


(It is simpler to think of it as being supported at the ends and deflected 
by the upward thrust of the knife edge.) 


3. Find the general solution of (110). 


4. The clamp shown in Fig. 31 is screwed 
down so tightly that its back begins to bend. 
What is the equation of its deflection? As- 
sume the top and bottom arms to be absolutely 


Fic. 31. rigid. 


§ 45. Vibrating String 


The problems of the last two sections concerned themselves 
with stiff materials, that is with materials that resist bending. 
A thread or a piece of soft leather obviously does not belong 
in this class, nor does a fine wire or a piece of gold-leaf. Such 
materials resist deformation only when in a stretched condi- 
tion, and then not because of a reluctance to bend, but because 
the forces acting upon them are thrown out of equilibrium by 
the deformation. 

As a simple example, consider a stretched violin string 
fastened at two points 4 and B. In its normal condition this 
string takes the form of a straight line connecting the two 
points. If it is deformed, its tension tends to return it to its 
original position, thus putting it in motion. 

Let us suppose that some such deformation has taken place, 
and that as a consequence the string is in motion. Let us 
further suppose that at the time ¢ its shape is represented by 
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the curve y = f(x, 4), of which Fig. 32 may be regarded as an 
exaggerated picture.! Finally, let us denote its tension by T. 
The element ds is then 
acted upon by two forces 
T; and T2, each of magni- 
tude T, but directed in 
slightly different direc- 
tions owing to the curva- 
ture of the element. If 
the inclination of the tangent at x is denoted by @, and that at 
x + dx by 0+ dO, the x-components of 7, and T, are — T cos 6 
and T cos (6 + d0), while the y-components are — T sin # and 
T sin (0 + d6). If dx is exceedingly small the first two of 
these forces add up to? — Tsin @d@ and the last two to 
+ T cos @d6. These forces produce accelerations of the ele- 
ment in the x- and y-directions, and therefore lead to the 
equations 





4 B 


Fic. 32.—STRESSES IN A STRETCHED STRING. 


02x 





m ds —- = — T sin 0d0, 
Or 
(111) 
o°y , 
m ds =+ T cos 6d, 


m ds being the mass of the element considered. 

If y’ is very small, as it will usually be, cos @ is nearly equal 
to unity while both sin @ and @ are approximately equal to y’. 
Moreover, ds differs from dx by an infinitesimal of higher order 
than the first. Hence (111) becomes 


m dx —~ =— Ty’ dy’, 
(112) 





2 
m dx “> =+ T dy’. 


Since y’ is very small, the right-hand side of the first of 








"We write /(x, 4) instead of /(«) because, if the string is in motion, its shape will 
differ from instant to instant. 


* We discard infinitesimals of order higher than the first. 


120 ELEMENTARY DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 


these is nearly zero. Hence the x-component of motion may 
be ignored. The only important equation is therefore the 
second, which takes the form 

pets 0°y 

a oa ae (113) 





This is a partial differential equation, and therefore its 
comprehensive treatment is beyond the scope of this text. 
However, we can make use of it to answer certain simple ques- 
tions by means of the tools already available. For one thing, 
if it may be assumed that the string vibrates back and forth 
in such a way that when its middle is half-way out to its maxi- 
mum displacement every other point is also half-way out, and 
that when the middle is a third of the way out every other 
point is a third of the way out, and so on, we can find the 
frequency of its vibrations. It may be, of course, that no 
string would ever vibrate in this fashion. If not, the assump- 
tion that it does must lead to some absurdity which will be 
evidence of that fact. Either way something will have been 
learned. 

Suppose, then, that y = f(x) is the equation of the curve of 
maximum displacement. Obviously f is not a function of 
time. At any time ¢ the string must be displaced according 
to the law y = kf(«), where k does not vary with x, though it 
is a function of 4. By ordinary differentiation 











dy a?k 

or at | dt? 
and 

eh a pat 

Ox? dx? 


there being no need for round 4’s on the right-hand side since 
both & and f are functions of ove variable only. Inserting 
these in (113) it becomes 
m d*k T af 
7 "778 (114) 
kde f dx 
Since f is not a function of ¢ the right-hand side of this 
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equation cannot change with time; and if the right-hand side 
cannot change with time the left-hand side cannot either. 
Furthermore, since & is not a function of x, the left-hand side 
of the equation cannot vary with x ; and if it cannot vary with 
x the right-hand side cannot either. Taken together, these 
two conclusions assert that the terms of (114) vary with 
neither ¢ nor x. They are therefore constant. Their value is 
unknown, but may be denoted by a symbol }, in which case 
(114) BiAiees to wo equations 


d?k 





man = hk (115) 
and 
pat _ 
T3 =. (116) 


The second of these equations is of particular interest at 
this stage of our argument, since it must be satisfied by the 
function f(x), which has so far been supposed to be arbitrarily 
chosen. What this means is, that unless / is so chosen as to 
satisfy (116) the string cannot be caused to vibrate “as a 
whole” in the way assumed above. In other words, (116) is 
the answer to the question of whether or not a motion of this 
type is possible, the answer being that the motion is possible 
if and only if the deformation satisfies (116). 

The solution of these two equations is not difficult, but it 
makes a great deal of difference in the solution whether 2 is 
positive or negative. If we were to try both assumptions in 
turn, we would find that the important case is that in which 
is negative. It is then found that / must be a sine function of 
x, and that & is likewise a sine function of the time. The 
frequency of this latter sine function, which is what we set 





ee nN 

out to obtain, is —+/—-—. 
lr ip 

In a later section this solution will be discussed at greater 

length. For the present the i important thing i is the method of 

solution, which depends upon the assumption that the string 

vibrates “as a whole”; that is, that the deflection at any 


122 ELEMENTARY DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 


instant is obtainable from a single curve by multiplying all its 
ordinates by the same number, which changes with the time. 
Such a mode of motion is called a “characteristic vibration” 
of the string. As characteristic vibrations are of great impor- 
tance in the solution of many very difficult problems, a second 
example of their use may be of value. 


§ 46. Vibrating Drumhead 


Suppose a drumhead is so stretched that the tension is 
uniform in all directions, and that it is displaced from the 
xy-plane into one of its characteristic modes. If it is then 
released, how does it behave? 

Suppose to begin with that it is held in a position which 





Fic. 33. — Stresses In A DruMHEAD. 


for the time being need not be a characteristic mode, and con- 
sider the forces acting upon a small element dx dy, Fig. 33. 
Across the edge 4C the tension T acts in the direction 0. It 
gives a force T dy sin 8 tending to decrease ' the displacement 
z. Across the opposite edge BD there is an opposing force of 
magnitude 

T dy sin (0 + d6), 


the resultant of the two being, except for differentials of higher 
order, a force 
T dy cos 0 d0 


26 
ze 


tending to increase 








1In the figure, is negative: hence the force tends to increase % 


* In the figure d0 is negative. 
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Similarly the other edges experience forces the resultant of 

which is 
T dx cos ¢ d¢. 

There are also forces in the x- and y-directions, but if the 
deflections are kept small enough these may be ignored. If 
the mass of the element is m dx dy, its response to this force 
will obey the equation 


2. 
m ax dy pa =+ T(cos 6d0 dy + cos¢dodx). (117) 


Now, since @ is the angle between the x-axis and the tangent 
to a curve for which y is constant, 


Oz 
tand = 3" 


or, to within a differential of higher order 


Oz 
= ax ; 
Likewise 
Oz 072 
6+ do = ax xe x2 dx, 
and therefore 
02z 
dao = ax2 dx 
Similarly 
_ & 
o= ay 
and 
072 


Substituting these values in (117), and noting that cos 0 
and cos ¢ are unity to the same degree of approximation, we 


get 
az (e2 7) 
mon —T \aa + oy 


as the equation which governs the motion of the drumhead. 
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‘This equation can be solved for the characteristic modes of 
vibration by the same device as was used in § 45. Writing 


z= k(t) f(x, y), 
m dk _ a af a) 
k dt? f \dx? dy? /? 


the round @’s on the right-hand side still being required since 
fis a function of both « and y. As in § 45, both members of 
this equation must be constant, which gives 


we get 








ak 
ft heii. 
oF of) a 
r( iY dy?/} sk 


The second of these equations must be satisfied by f(x, y) 
if the drumhead is to “vibrate as a whole” in this form. If it 
is satisfied, as the statement of our problem presupposes, the 
first equation again shows that the vibration will be a sine 
function of the time. 

In the theory ofsound the sensation experienced by a person 
when his ears are subjected to a pressure wave that varies 
as a sine function of the time is called a “pure tone.” Hence 
the last two sections have shown that the characteristic vibra- 
tions of either a stretched string or a stretched membrane are 
pure tones. Yet it is a matter of experience that a violin and 
a drum do not sound alike. The explanation is, that when 
either is “played” more than one characteristic tone is pro- 
duced; and as the frequencies of these tones are differently 
related in the two cases, they give different “qualities” to the 
two instruments. 


PROBLEMS 


1. A string is stretched between the points x = o and x = 1. Find 
its characteristic modes of vibration. 


(The points give boundary conditions by means of which two constants 
may be determined. There are, however, three unknown constants : ps 
and the two constants of integration. It will be found that the boundary 
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values are impossible for certain values of \, and determine only one constant 


of integration. That is, the two constants fixed by the physical conditions 


are not the constants of integration, but ome of these, and the arbitrarily 
introduced constant 2.) 


2. Sketch the various shapes in which the string may vibrate. 
What is the physical significance of the three arbitrary constants? 
What is the common-sense reason for expecting not to be able to fix 
a value for the particular one which remains undetermined ? 


3. Find the time-function associated with each of these charac- 
teristic modes. With what frequency does the string return to any 
one position ? 

4. What simple relation exists among the frequencies correspond- 
ing to the various characteristic modes ? 

5. The general time-function of Problem 3 has two arbitrary con- 
stants, and there is one remaining in the space-function of Problem 1. 
However, when the two functions are multiplied these combine in. 
such a way that there are essentially only two. What physical 
conditions do these correspond to? 

6. Assume that a circular drumhead can vibrate freely in such a 
way that each circle concentric with its circumference moves up and 


down as a whole. Find the differential equation to be satisfied by 
the characteristic modes of vibration. Do not attempt to solve it. 


7. Solve (115) and (116) upon the assumption that ) is positive, 
and show that the solution does not correspond to the case of a vibrat- 
ing string. 


§ 47. Surface of Revolution having Minimum Area ' 


If two points, 4 and B, Fig. 34, are connected by a curve 
y = f(x) and the whole figure is then revolved about the x-axis, 





1In this and subsequent problems to which the methods of the Calculus of Varia- 
tions are applied we shall make certain tacit assumptions regarding the nature of our 
solution the attempt to adequately explain which would carry us too far from our 
main purpose. The principal one, perhaps, is that the curve for which we seek is con- 
tinuous and has no sharp corners. Others place restrictions upon the variations (x) 
which we are allowed to use. All of them are implied by the processes by means of 
which (120) is derived from (118); for example, when we speak of ¢’(x) we imply at 
once that ¢(x) has a derivative. 

So far as our problems are concerned these restrictions are of purely theoretical 
interest, but there are other problems for which this is not true. For example, if we 
were to set ourselves the problem of finding the shape of a projectile which would be 
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the curve generates a surface of revolution. The area of this 

surface depends upon the shape of the curve drawn between 

the two points: that is, upon the form of the function f(x). 

B There is one curve possessing the 
property that the surface which it 
generates is of less area than that 
generated by any other curve. The 
problem is to find the equation of 
this minimizing curve. 

As the problem is similar to those 
commonly given in the Calculus, in 
which the maximum and minimum 
points of curves are demanded, it will 
be well to review the argument by 

means of which such problems are solved. In the main it 
consists of three steps : 


ASSN 


Fic. 34. 


(i) The abscissa of the minimum point is first assumed to be 
known and represented by some letter X. 


(ii) It is then noted that a departure from this minimum in 
either direction must increase the function ; that is, both f(X + e) 
and /(X — e«) must be greater than /(X). 


(iii) If € is very small f(X + «-) =/(X) + f'(X) and 
SX — ©€) =f(X) — « f'(X).! Unless f'(X) vanishes one of these 
is greater than /(X) and the other less, which violates the con- 
clusion reached in (ii). Therefore it follows that at the minimum 
point the first derivative of the function must vanish. 


Of course, there is more to the subject than this. It will, 


be remembered, for instance, that the condition (iii) is neces- 
sary for a maximum point also, and it is impossible to be sure 
which has been obtained until the second derivative is inves- 
tigated. However, this is all that is necessary for our immedi- 
ate purposes. 





offered the least possible resistance in its passage through the air, and if we were to 
overlook the limitations to which our methods are subject, we would not get the 
desired result; for it is known that the body of revolution in question is generated, 
not by a smooth curve, but by one having an abrupt corner. 


* The symbol # is used in the sense of “is approximately equal to”. 
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We shall solve our present problem by an argument which 
parallels these three steps exactly. In outline it is: 


(i) To assume that the correct curve is known and has the 
equation y = f(x). 

(ii) Then if its shape is varied in any way the area of the sur- 
face of revolution must be increased. If the difference between 
the ordinates of the new curve and the old are denoted by e(x) 


the new equation is 
y =Sf(x) + (x). 


(iii) It can then be shown that unless a certain differential 
expression vanishes, the area generated by f(~) + e€(x) is greater 
than that generated by f(x), while the area generated by 
I(x) — «(*) is less. Hence the differential expression must van- 
ish. This gives rise to a differential equation, the solution of 
which defines the desired curve. 


Having thus outlined the problem, the details of part (iii) 
may be undertaken. Naturally, the first step is to write an 
expression for the area of the surface of revolution. This is a 
simple problem in calculus, the answer to which is 


= Am anf pV Pid 


Suppose, now, that we replace y = f(x), which gives the 
minimum area, by a new curve y = f(x) + e(x). When this 
is rotated, it gives the area 


Atddauef GL OVIEY + ode. 


Now if ¢ represents a small variation in y, and if it is wisely 
chosen so that ¢’ is also small, 


BE AA eat) 8 OVA She f°9 eee eee 
and therefore 


aA = lorena lg) ac (118) 


The terms not written in (118) all contain powers of ¢ higher 
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than the first, and may therefore be ignored by comparison 
with those retained. 

Unless dd is zero it changes sign when the signof € is 
changed. This means, of course, that the area is less along 
one of the new curves than along the true curve itself, which is 
obviously in contradiction to the assumption that the true 
curve gives minimum area. It follows that d4 must vanish. 

Equation (118) is, in a way, the equivalent of the expression 
ef’(X) in the simple calculus case. There is one important 
difference, however. In the calculus case the letter € occurred 
only as a multiplying factor, and it therefore followed that the 
product could only vanish provided the other factor vanished. 
This statement cannot be made of (118) in its present form. 
Instead it must be so altered that the ¢’ disappears. First the 
integral is split into two parts, one composed of the term con- 
taining ¢, and the other of the term containing ¢’.. The first is 
then left unchanged while the second is integrated by parts so 
as to give 


x eff’ aie rn es: 


a ee 
Vitfi Vitfle 


RV 1+/? (119) 





As the conditions of the problem require every curve to pass 
through the points 4 and B, ¢(x) must necessarily vanish at 
both limits of integration. The first term on the right-hand 
side of (119) is therefore zero. Substituting the remaining 
term in (118) gives, as the required condition for a minimum, 


[VFR - Byars 


The integrand, like the ¢ f’(X) of the calculus case, now 
consists of two factors: ¢(x), which is arbitrary; and the 
bracketed expression, which contains only f(x) and its deriva- 
tives. Just as before, this latter factor must be zero. For sup- 
pose it were not. There would then be certain intervals 
between xo and x; where it was negative, and others where it 
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was positive. As e(x) is arbitrary ' it could be chosen positive 
where the differential factor was negative and negative else- 
where. Then (120) would surely be negative, and the area of 
the surface reduced. The conclusion is reached, therefore, that 
the true curve y = f(x) must satisfy the differential equation 


ss d ! 
Vit fi - EVO a (121) 


This equation is so simple that its solution may be left to 
the reader. It will be noticed, moreover, that it is of the 
second degree, and can therefore satisfy just two boundary 
conditions. As the problem furnishes just two such conditions 
in the fixed locations of the two end-points this result is 
quite sensible. In fact, mathematical results have an almost 
annoyingly monotonous habit of being sensible. 


§ 48. The Brachistochrone 


If the two points 4 and B, Fig. 35, are connected by a 
smooth frictionless wire, the shape of which is represented by 


B(2gf+a) The Complete Cydoid 


. x am 2Bg(x-Y) 


Fic. 35. — THE BracuIsTocHRONE. 


the curve y = f(x), and if a weight is allowed to slide freely 
along this curve under the action of gravity, the time which it 
takes to reach B will depend upon the shape of the curve. 
There is, therefore, some curve along which the weight will 


‘Except that « and ¢’ have been assumed to be small. Even these restrictions 
are not strictly necessary, but have been made to simplify the argument somewhat. 
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reach B in a shorter time than is required along any other curve. 
This curve is called the “brachistochrone” ! between the points 
A and B. The problem is to find the shape of this curve. 

This problem is of exactly the same type as that of § 47, 
but before it can be solved it is necessary to find an expression 
for the length of time required by the weight to slide along any 
wire. This can most conveniently be done by the use of three 
concepts from mechanics : 


(i) The potential energy of a weight is proportional to its 
height above the surface of the earth. The constant of propor- 
tionality is the mass m, multiplied by the strength of gravity g. 


(ii) The kinetic energy of a moving body is proportional to the 
square of its velocity. The constant of proportionality is 4. 


(iii) The potential and kinetic energies of a body always add 
up to the same sum, unless it communicates energy to some other 
body. This is the principle of “conservation of energy.” 


In the problem as stated, frictional forces are absent, and 
therefore the weight loses no energy as it slides along the wire. 


Hence its kinetic energy mv?/2 plus its potential energy 
mg(yo — y) must always be the same. This gives the equation 


= 2¢y + a, (122) 


where a is an unknown constant.? 
Next it must be noticed that the weight is always moving 
in the direction of the wire. Hence v means the rate at which 


‘ ds ane Pee: 
the arc length s is traversed; or v = i Substituting this in 
(122) it is found that 

dt I 


di” Vata 


whence the time of travel is represented by 





=f ds 
V 2¢y shore” 


! From two Greek words meaning “shortest time.” 


* It depends upon yo, the height of the point 4, and this can be made whatever we 
please by choosing the origin of coordinates properly. 
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Expressing ds in terms of the variable x, this becomes 


ref eae. ee (123) 


2gy tay 


This is the integral which is to be made as small as possible. 

Suppose now, that y = /(«) is the equation of the true curve 
and that y = f(x) + e(x) is any neighboring curve. Along 
this mew curve the time of travel may be denoted by ¢ + dt 
where 








Ag py re Sone 

2 V2gf taVi + f? (oer => a)” 

As in § 47 it is necessary to integrate the term in e’ by parts, 
and to note that ¢ vanishes at both limits of integration. When 
this is done the integrand reduces to the product of two factors. 
As before, one of these is e, which is arbitrary. Since the 


integral as a whole must vanish, the other factor must be zero, 
and this gives rise to the differential equation 


§ (pee) we 
dx\V/ gf +aVi +f? (2¢f + a) * 


It is possible to solve this equation if the indicated differen- 
tiations are carried out, but it happens to be easier to solve it 
as it stands. As the process is one which is frequently useful 
in practical problems as well as in those of a more theoretical 
nature, it is worth while to carry it through step by step. 

In the first place, it is noticed that the equation does not 
contain x. Therefore in accordance with the method of § 33, 





(124) 


it is natural to replace the symbol a by its equivalent /’ e 


dx df” 
Then collecting all the /’s on the left-hand side of the equation 
it takes the form 





a al re )= 
Vi+f24 Vi +f? V2gf + Gg ta 


On the left-hand side of this equation the quantity standing 
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d 
before the symbol 7H is almost, but not quite, equal to the one 


which follows it. If they were equal the entire left-hand side 
would be the product of a function by its derivative, and 
would integrate into the square of the function. It is there- 
fore worth while to try the expedient of multiplying the entire 
equation by such a factor that this form will be completed. 
The necessary factor is obviously V 2¢ f+ ain the denominator, 
and the only change that it makes in the right-hand side of the 
equation is to replace the exponent $ by 2. When this change 
has been made the equation integrates at once into 


as ene ee A 
G+ Pag +a) ~ afta ® 
This equation can easily be solved for /’, the result being 


» — .[L= Beef +) 
f -4 Blogf +a)’ 


V B(2gf + a) 
ey OES fh TE 
‘ JES ess 


The evaluation of this integral is much simplified by chang- 
ing the variable in accordance with the equation 


B(2gf + a) = sin? 6, (125) 


in which case the integral turns out to be 


whence 


I ; 
x=yt apg — sin 0 cos 6). (126) 


The pair of equations (125) and (126) together define the 
desired brachistochrone in terms of an auxiliary variable, or 
“parameter,” 0. If we assign to this parameter a particular 
value, we may find a value of x from (126), and the correspond. 
ing value of y = /(x) from (125). Obviously, then, by assign- 
ing one value after another to @ we could obtain as many points 
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upon the brachistochrone as we might desire. The curve 
which would result from this process is the cycloid shown in 
Fig. 35. 

We could also eliminate 9 from (125) and (126) and thus 
obtain the equation of the curve in its ordinary form. It is 


B(agf +a) = sin? (28g(w — y) + VB(2¢f +0)[1 — B(2gf +a)])- 


Instead of using this complicated equation, however, it is 
usually wiser to fall back upon the pair of parametric equations 
(125) and (126), which are simpler both to write and to 
compute. 


§ 49. Geodesics on a Curved Surface 


Consider two points 4 and B on the surface shown in 
Fig. 36. Among the curves which may be drawn on the sur- 





face from one of these points to the other there is one which 
is shorter than all the rest. It is called a geodesic. This geo- 
desic is desired. 

As a means of defining it, we may think of it as projected 
upon the «y-plane. The equation of the projected curve 4’B’, 
together with that of the surface, will then fully define the ° 
geodesic. 

Suppose the equation of the surface to be z = &(x, y). 
Then when x and y change by amounts dx and dy, z will change 
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o® 
by an amount dz = a + ed dy. Hence the element of arc 
length is x o 


ds? = dx? + dy? + dz? = dx? + dy? + ee dx + oe ay). 
Ox oy 
Now suppose the points 4 and B to be connected by any 


curve whatever. In terms of its projection y = y(x) upon the 
xy-plane its length is 


eee : ; db ab \2 
cen ae =f Vit yet Gea By a (127) 


It is this integral which must be 
made as small as possible. 

As an example take the case 
of the parabolic cylinder shown 
in Fig. 37, the equation of which 





is 2 = bx?, Here ae 2bx and 
Ox 

Of 

ay = 0, so that (127) becomes 


y sof Vi + 46x? + y’2 dx. 


Fic. 37. 





We may obtain a differential equation from this integral by 
the usual process, the details of which are now sufficiently 
familiar that we need not repeat them. It appears in the 
form 


d y’ 
dx + 4b?x? + yA rag va 





It is a simple matter to solve this equation. The solution, 
of course, gives a family of curves, any one of which possesses 
the property that, if two points are marked off upon it, the 
distance between these points is less than it would be along 
any other curve that could possibly be drawn between them. 
If we seek to find the geodesic joining two particular points, 
as the statement of our problem presupposes, we need only 
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use the coordinates of these points as boundary values and 
thus determine the constants of integration in our general 
solution. 


§ 50. The Problem of Dido 


The problems of the last few sections all require the deter- 
mination of a curve along which something is as large (or as 
small) as possible. The study of such problems is called the 
Calculus of Variations, and is itself an important branch of 
mathematics. The problems so far given have belonged to the 
simplest type with which this study deals. That is, the curves 
have not been required to satisfy other conditions than that of 
making the integral a maximum. For example, in § 47, the 
only restriction placed upon the curve was that it should lead 
to a surface having the least possible area. Sometimes, how- 
ever, it is necessary to require the curve to satisfy other condi- 
tions as well. For example, its length might be given in 
advance, the problem being to bend a wire of fixed length so 
that it would generate the minimum area. It is quite obvious 
that this problem has a solution, and it is equally obvious that 
the solution need not be that previously obtained; for it 
would be a.remarkable coincidence if the wire furnished were of 
exactly the length demanded by the curve of § 47. 

There are many problems of this sort. As a class they are 
known as isoperimetric problems. The one which is of greatest 
historical interest is called the Problem of Dido. It is said 
that Dido, Queen of Carthage, being in disfavor with her 
brother Pygmaleon, took all the money she could find and ran 
away to the south shore of the Mediterranean. There she 
struck a bargain with the king, Iarbas, for as much land as 
could be encompassed by a bull’s hide. Then, with the fine 
sense of fair play which is never wanting in mythology, she 
cut the skin into as fine thongs as possible, tied them end to 
end, and made them reach around the site of Carthage. With 
characteristic Phoenician thoroughness, she even made the 
ends terminate on the seashore instead of bringing them 
together. Later, she committed suicide in a very spectacular 
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fashion to avoid marrying this same Iarbas; but that part of 
the story is not proper material for a text on differential 
equations. The point is, that having conceived this brilliant 
scheme, she was confronted with the problem of so placing the 
leather thread as to enclose the most valuable possible bit of 
ground — which might or might not be the largest bit, accord- 
ing to circumstances. 

The Problem of Dido is therefore the following: Given a 
curve (the seacoast), and knowing the value of the land (which 
may vary from place to place), how can a curve of given length 
be drawn so that the value of the area enclosed between it 
and the given curve shall be a maximum? 

To illustrate the method by which isoperimetric problems 
are treated, this Problem of Dido will be solved for the simplest 
possible case, in which the land is supposed to have the same 
value everywhere and the seashore is supposed to be straight. 
Moreover, it will be assumed that the ends of the string are 
placed at two preassigned points X units apart.!. The problem 
then degenerates into that of determining what curve of given 
length bounds the largest area. 

This curve is required to satisfy ¢wo conditions, one as to 
length and one as to area enclosed. By choosing the seacoast 
as the x-axis, with one end of the string at the origin, these may 
be written 2 


x © id 
L=f Vi+ y”? dx, anf y dx. 
0 0 


The first is to have a fixed value, while the second is to be as 
large as possible. 

Suppose, now, that the true curve is y = f(x), its length 
being Lo and the enclosed area 4. Suppose, moreover, that 


' However, see Problems 8 and 9g, § 51. 


* If the points o and X were too close together, it might be necessary for the thread 


to bulge out along the coast beyond these points, and then the integral for 4 would 
no longer be correct in the form in which we have written it. We need not concern 
ourselves with such complications, however. Instead, we shall assume that y is a 


single-valued function of x. 
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we were to follow our usual practice and compare this true curve 
with some other whose equation was y = f(x) + (x), €(x) 
being small, but otherwise unrestricted. Obviously we could 
no longer say that 4 + dd, the new area, was smaller than 
Ay; for the new curve might be longer than the old, and might 
therefore enclose a larger area. In other words, our usual line 
of argument falls down, and we are forced to seek some new 
method of attack. 

This we shall do by shifting our attention from Dido’s cord 
of length Zo to a new cord the length of which is Zo + dL, dL 


being either positive or negative. Let us suppose this new cord 


_to be placed in such a way as to bound the largest possible 


area, which will be either larger or smaller than 4, according 
to the sign of dL. Finally, let us denote this new area by ! 


Ao + AA and the differential ratio (or rather, the limit 


A 
dL 
of this ratio as dL approaches zero) by X. Then we can make 
the statement that, if we change the length of our curve by an 
amount aL, the biggest area which it can then enclose will be 
Ay + rdL. 

Now let us return to the consideration of our arbitrary 
comparison curve y = f(x) + «(x), and let us suppose that 
this has a length Lo + dL, which may be either longer than, 
shorter than, or equal to Lo. Let us also denote by 4 + dd 
the area bounded by this new curve. Now, whatever its length 
may be, the new curve cannot possibly bound an area greater 
than 49 + AdL, for by hypothesis this is the largest area that 
can be bounded by a curve of length Zo + dL. Hence we 
must conclude that 

dA S ddl, 
or 


ddA —ddL So. 


This leads us to the theorem: No matter what change we 
may make in the curve y = f(x), whether that change be such as 








‘We write A/ instead of d/4 because we wish to retain the latter symbol for the 
change in area brought about by changing to an arbitrary curve y = f(x) + e(x). 
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to alter its length or not, the quantity dd — \ dL is never positive. 
But if dd — AdL is never positive, 4 — XZ cannot be larger 
for the new curve than for the old one. Hence we can restate 
our theorem in the more significant form : 


The same curve which makes A as large as is possible for a 
curve of its own length, also makes the quantity. A — dL as large 
as is possible for a curve of any length. 


To solve the problem of maximizing 4 with the restriction 
that Z must equal Lo is therefore identical with solving the 
problem of maximizing 47 — XZ without any restrictions what- 
ever. It is true that the correct solution of the problem will 


only be obtained provided we use the right value for \; and as’ 


it seems impossible to determine \ without knowing the solu- 
tion of the problem, it may seem that little has been accom- 
plished by this argument. We shall find, however, that if we 
carry \ along as an unknown constant, we shall eventually find 
a means of evaluating it. 


The integral to be maximized is therefore 
x 
AL ={ (y — AVI + y’?) dx. 
0 


By the usual transformations this leads to the differential 
equation 


See? nm I 
dx VI + Bk r 

the solution of which is 
(x — a)? + (y — =». 


This is the equation of a circle of radius A, with its center 
at the point (a,8). It involves three arbitrary constants, 
a, B and X; but there are also three conditions by means of 
which they may be determined, for the curve must pass 
through (0, 0) and (X,0), and must also be of length Z. The 
easiest way to determine the values of the three constants is 
by means of geometry. It is known that the center of a circle 
which passes through two points 4 and B lies on the perpen- 





= Os5 
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dicular bisector of 4B. This means that a must be X/2. (See 
Fig. 38.) As the hypotenuse and one leg of the triangle 4DC 
are known, the length of the other leg can easily be computed. 
Thus 8 is found to be — Vd? — X?/4. Finally Z/\ is the mag- 
nitude (in radians) of the angle 4CB. The angle 4CD is just 
half as big, and its sine is equal to 

X/2. This gives the equation 


6 D 


j aes A B 
sin — = —, a aa 
Qn 2n 0,0 a. , 
from which to determine ». This Gy 
equation is transcendental and can- is. 5%: 


not be solved by algebraic means. 

It can be solved by ‘‘cut and try,” however; or it can be 
solved in series. For example, if Z is 1.25X, \ turns out to be 
0.552X, and therefore B is — 0.234X. It is this circle which 
is shown in Fig. 38. 


§ 51. 4 Problem in a priori Probability 


It is of value to a telephone company to know how many 
calls to expect within a particular interval of time. Operating 
conditions are not always the same, and sometimes they make 
the solution of the problem quite difficult. But the following 
case is simple enough to be treated here; and besides it simu- 
lates actual conditions closely enough to have become the 
standard with which all other conditions are compared. 

Suppose an observer is stationed in a telephone exchange 
to watch the calls come in, and that he counts them for a 
certain time interval — say a minute. What is the probability 
that he counts just 7 calls? 

It will be assumed : 


(a) That the probability that he counts just 7” is not in- 
fluenced by what may have happened just before he started 
counting. That is, he may have observed that there were un- 
usually few during several minutes while he was waiting to begin 
his count, or unusually many; but this, it is assumed, will not 
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give him any indication of what to expect during his observa- 
tion. This assumption will not appear unreasonable when it is 
remembered that a subscriber has no means of knowing what 
other subscribers are doing, and therefore cannot be influenced 
in making his calls by what the observer has seen. 


(>) That the chance of the observer counting just 7 calls is 
independent of the time of day when he chooses to make his test. 
This assumption, of course, is not true in general ; for the chance 
of calls arriving at three o’clock in the morning is not nearly as 
great as at three in the afternoon. But so long as the observer 
is restricted to work only during those hours during which the 
general level of traffic is constant, the assumption is not far from 
right. The idea is, that whether he begins to observe at 2:35 
or 2:47 or 2:51 does not matter much. 


Three laws are needed from the theory of probability : 


(i) If a thing is sure to happen, its probability is 1. 


(ii) If either of two things can happen quite independently of 
whether the other does or not, the chance that doth happen is the 
product of the probability of one happening by the probability of 
the other happening. 


(iii) If it is impossible for both of two things to happen, the 
chance that either one or the other happens is the sum of the chance 
that the first happens plus the chance that the other happens. 


We are now ready to carry out the solution of our problem. 
It will consist of three parts. In Part I we will obtain the 
chance that the observer counts vo calls. In Part II we will 
derive a differential equation for his chance of counting just 1 
calls. Then in Part III we will solve this equation. 


Parr I.— Call the length of time during which the observa- 
tion lasts ¢, and divide it into a large number of very small 
intervals dt. Then there will be no calls in ¢ if and only if there 
are none in any of these small intervals. Hence the chance of 
no call in 4, which will be written po(¢), is the product of similar 
probabilities for all the small intervals. This follows from 
law (ii). That is: 

pol?) = [po(dt) ‘ed (129) 


where ¢/d¢ is the number of intervals. 


| 
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Next, let g(dt) represent the chance that a call does occur 
in such a small interval dt. As an interval cannot at the same 
time have a call and not have a call, law (iii) asserts that 
po(dt) + q(dt) is the probability that a call either does or does 
not occur in such an interval. Obviously one or the other of 
these things must happen: hence by the first law the sum 
po(dt) + g(dt) is equal to unity. Therefore (129) becomes 


poll) = (1 ~ 9); 


or 
t . 
log po(t) = 7 8 (I — 4). 


If dt is very small — say a thousandth of a second — the 
chance that it contains one call is very small; and the chance 
that it contains fwo calls or more may be neglected entirely : 
q then is exceedingly small. But if g is small, log (1 — g) is 
approximately equal to — ¢; whence 

log po(t) = — . (130) 

Next, let dt get smaller and smaller: evidently the left- 
hand side of (130) cannot be changed by this means, for it 
represents the chance of no calls in the entire interval ¢; and 
if the left-hand side does not vary the right-hand side cannot. 
This requires that g contain dt as a factor. Call it 


q = kdt; (131) 
then (130) reduces to 
polt) Cy ean 
This is the probability of no calls during the interval of 
observation. The k, of course, is unknown; but it is not 
without its physical significance, for (131) states that kdt is 
the chance of a call in an interval dt, provided dt is very small. 


Parr Il.—For the second part of the problem, take an 
interval of any length ¢, followed by a very short interval dt. 
Taken together they form an interval of length ¢ + d¢, which 
will be called the “‘combined interval.” 
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If there are 7 calls in this combined interval, they must 
either all be in ¢ and none in dt; or m — 1 in ¢ and one in dt; 
or divided between them in some other way. The other ways 
all require more than one call in dt, and are therefore so 
extremely unlikely that they may be ignored. 

The chance of 7 calls in ¢ and none in dt is 


Palt)po(dt) = p,l(t)(1 — 9) 
= plt)(1 — k dt), 


and the chance of 7 — 1 calls in ¢ and one in df is 


Pn—i(t) pi(dt) = pnr_(t) k dt. 
Hence the chance of 7 calls in the combined interval is 
Pot + dt) = prlt)(t — kdt) + p,_s(¢) kd, 
which can easily be thrown into the form 


Bot + a) — poll) = k[pra@) — pal]. (132) 


This equation is only true provided d¢ is very small ; even 
then it can only be regarded as a very good approximation, for 
the chance of more than one call in d¢ though small, is not 
absolutely zero. However, the approximation is improved as 
dt becomes smaller, and as dt vanishes (132) becomes exact. 
So though (132) as written is only approximate, the differential 
equation 


BP pie k (Pn-1 — Pn)y (133) 


to which it leads, is absolutely true. It is only necessary to 
solve it to obtain the value of pn. 


Parr III.— Suppose 7 to be taken equal to unity. Then 
(133) becomes 


dp 


at + k pi = Kk po. 


3 


= 


| 
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As po is known to be e~“‘, this is an ordinary linear equation, 
the solution of which is 


pi = (a + Rie rs 


The determination of the proper value for the constant of 
integration a, is not difficult if the meanings of the quantities 
are kept in mind, for the chance of one call in a very small 
interval must be very small, and must approach zero as the 
length of the interval approaches zero. That is, p: must be 
zero when ¢ is zero, and therefore a; must vanish. Hence 


fem hie. 
Similarly, for 7 = 2 (133) becomes 
dp» 
dt 
the solution of which is 


p= (a: “+ Ne 


+ kpz = kt a 





where a2 must likewise be zero. Proceeding in this fashion 
P3> Pty * > + , can all be found in succession.! 





1 An interesting alternative method of solving (133) makes use of the following 
artifice: 

We first introduce an auxiliary variable 4, and define a function F(A, ¢) by the 
Taylor’s series 


FQ,4) = potApit Mp2 +t: ::. (a) 
About this series we note two things: first, that when = 1 it reduces to F(1,¢) = 1; 
and second, that it must therefore be convergent for all smaller values of d. 
Next, we differentiate our series and replace the derivatives of the p’s by (133). 
Thus we obtain 


dF 
—=k(A—1)F 
i ( IRs 
or 
F(A, t) = a(a) e FA—t, (2) 


where a(d) is the “constant of integration.” 
To determine this constant we first notice that when ¢ = 0 all the p’s except po 
vanish. Hence (a) reduces simply to 


F(A, ©) = polo). 
Likewise (4) reduces to 


F(A, ©) = @(d). 
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Again a differential equation has proved to be the clue to 
the solution of an important technical problem. 


PROBLEMS 


1. Find the shortest path between the two points (xo, yo) and 
(1, 1) in the xy-plane. 


2. A body must be moved from the point (1,0) to the point (2,2). 
The nature of the surface over which it is to be moved varies from 
place to place in such a way that the labor expended in moving it a 
unit of distance is proportional to its distance from the origin. Find 
the path that requires the least expenditure of energy. 


3. A load is to be moved from x = 0 to x = 1 in one second. 
There are many ways of accomplishing this: by moving it at unit 
velocity all the way, or with velocity 2 from « =o to x = 2 and 
velocity 3 from there on, or in general with the velocity implied in the 
statement * = f(¢). In doing this it is necessary to overcome a 
resisting force proportional to the velocity. What should the 
schedule be in order to expend the least possible energy? 


(This problem can be formulated as an integral from » = 0 to x = 1, 
in which case it is an isoperimetric problem; or as an integral from ¢ = 0 
to ¢ = 1, in which case it is not. See if you can get the same answer both 

, , dx F 
ways. Energy is ( F dx, or Fo 4, where F is force.) 

4. A cubic centimeter of brass is to be worked into a solid of 
revolution, the axial diameter of which is one centimeter. It is 
desired to make its moment of inertia about the axis as small as 
possible. What shape should it be given? 





Hence (A) = polo), and thus is a constant. On the other hand, if we set equal 
to 1 in (4) and remember that F(1, ¢) = 1, we find that the value of this constant 
a@(\) is unity. That is, 

FQ, t= ese, 


Let us now replace e* by its Taylor’s series. The result is, 


. kt 
F(a, 1) = e7*® + A kte—~*# +2 aii ewkt -} Ae ers (c) 


Thus again we have found a convergent Taylor’s series for F(\,). But it is impossible 
for a function to be represented by two different Taylor's series. Hence the coefficients 
in (a) and (c) must be equal; which gives us 

ee 


po® en®, pi = kte~™, a= —i 


-¢ 
a! $ 
as before, 
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(The moment of inertia of a mass m about an axis d units distant from 
it is md?.) 


5. A deity, about to create a world out of a given amount of 
matter at his disposal, wants it to satisfy three conditions: first, that 
it shall be a solid of revolution ; second, that it shall be homogeneous ; 
and third, that it shall exert the maximum possible gravitational 
attraction upon a body placed at its “north pole.” 

Being all-wise, the deity set up his differential equation in terms 
of polar coordinates, using the “‘north pole” as origin, and found the 
proper shape. I am sure the reader will be gratified to find that he 
can do the same, and will wish to draw a curve representing the cross- 
section of this new world. 


6. Find the curve of length 3 joining the points (—1, 1) and (1, 1), 
which, when rotated about the x-axis, will give minimum area. 


(In obtaining the solution of this problem you will find that one of your 
constants can take either of two values. Obviously there is only one solution 
to the problem. Which of the two values is the correct one, and what does 
the other mean ?) 


7. Find the surface of revolution which encloses the maximum 
volume in a given area. 


(After obta_aing a differential equation containing only y’ and y, the 
substitution 1+ y’? = 1/u will greatly simplify the work. You will be 
unable to evaluate your last integral in general. If, however, you require 
the surface to meet the axis of rotation at right angles — which merely says 
that it must not have pointed ends — you will obtain the solution you expect. 
What is the significance of the other solutions ?) 


8. Dido was confronted also with the problem of determining how 
far apart the end-points 4 and B, Fig. 38, should be made, in order 
to get the most out of her bargain. Answer this question by finding 
the area in terms of the angle ¢ (that is, CD) and determining the 
value of @ for which it is a maximum. 


g. Land on the Carthage waterfront probably was of greater 
potential value than further inland. This somewhat complicated 
Dido’s placing of the bull’s hide. Suppose land values varied accord- 
ing to the law 
I 


esti 
v(n) being the value of a unit of area located at a distance n from the 


sea. Find the boundary, all other conditions being as in the text. 
Do not attempt to perform the last integration. 





v(m) = 








CHAPTER VII 
Linear Equations oF OrDER HIGHER THAN THE FIRsT 


§ 52. Introductory Remarks 


The reader will find, upon referring to the examples con- 
tained in §§ 45 and 46 and to his solution of the problems 
which accompanied those examples, that all of the differential 
equations were linear. This was not merely a coincidence. 
Instead, it may be stated as a general rule that the vast major- 
ity of problems dealing with elastic deformations formulate 
themselves as linear differential equations. This is true also 
of most problems in the conduction of heat or of electricity, 
and of many other technical and scientific problems as well. 
In fact, so great is the preponderance of linear equations in the 
more usual fields of physical research that the study of the 
differential equations of mathematical physics might almost 
equally well be called the study of linear equations.! 

It is not out of place, then, to give special attention to equa- 
tions of this form; and accordingly the remainder of this text 
is devoted almost entirely to their consideration. 

They divide themselves sharply into two classes: those 
with constant, and those with variable, coefficients. Of these 
classes, the latter is generally (and properly) made the subject 
of a separate course of study. We shall therefore confine our 
attention in the main to the simpler case of constant coefficients, 
the only exceptions being the introductory remarks of §$§ 53 
and 54, which apply equally well to all linear equations, and 
certain types which are mentioned in Chapter IX for the pur- 
pose of giving the reader an intimation of a direction in which 
he may profitably extend his studies if he is so inclined. 

''The reason for this preponderance of linear equations is, of course, the fact that 
in the vast majority of scientific problems we are content to deal with first order effects, 
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Throughout this study we shall find it convenient to denote 
the differential expression 


dy 


Fie 
fas) 3 + frie) GA +++ the) 2 + pony 


; d : Ps 
by the shorthand notation F,(x,—-} y. This notation is sug- 
vay 
gested by the fact that derivatives of various orders are written 
; d 
as if they were powers of 7? © that the whole expression has 
x 


the appearance of y multiplied by a function of two variables 


x and a Of course such a function would naturally be 
represented by Ps #), if we wished to call specific attention 


to the fact that the highest power of £ was the sth. In this 


d. 


notation the most general linear equation of the sth order is 
d 
Pg) 7 ~ fe 
F(x) being any arbitrary function of x. 


§ 53. The Principle of Superposition 


The most important general theorem relating to linear 
equations is known as the principle of superposition. It deals 
with two equations, 


F(x, 4) y =/) (134) 
and 
F(x, 4) y = g(0), (138) 


which are exactly alike on the left-hand side, but have different 
functions of x on the right; and with a third equation, 


B(x, 2) y = fe) + ete) (136) 
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which is also identical on the left, but has as its right-hand 
member the sum of the right-hand members of the other two. 
The content of the theorem is, that the sum of a solution of 
(134) and a solution of (135) is a solution of (136). 

It is convenient to think of all three equations as identical 
in the sense that they have the same differential structure, and 
to speak of the solutions as being “due to” the particular form 
of the right-hand member. The theorem then takes the form : 


TueoreM I.— The sum of solutions of a differential 
equation due to two functions f(x) and g(x) is a solution due 
to the function f(x) + g(x). 

In order to prove this statement, denote the solutions of 
(134) and (135) by $(x) and ¥(x), respectively. In the lan- 
guage of the theorem these are the solutions “due to /”’ and 
“due to g,” respectively. Then the supposed solution “due 
toft+tg”is@t+y. 

To determine whether our theorem is true or false, then, 
it is only necessary to substitute it in (136) and see whether 
the equation is satisfied. However, since any derivative of 
@ + y, whatever its order, is the sum of derivatives of like 
order of ¢ and y separately, when ¢ + y is substituted in (136) 
the left-hand member breaks up into a part containing only ¢, 
and another containing only y. By comparison with (134) 
the first of these is seen to be equal tof, and by comparison 
with (135) the second is equal to g. Hence the theorem is 
established. 

So far ¢ and w have been spoken of as if they were par- 
ticular solutions. However, if ¢ is the general solution of 
(134) and y a particular solution of (135), @ + w must be the 
general solution of (136). For if ¢ is the general solution of 
(134) it contains s independent arbitrary constants. There- 
fore ¢ + yp also contains s independent arbitrary constants, 
and the general solution of (136) can contain no more.! 








‘Tt might seem, offhand, that by adding together the general solutions due to / and 
g, an even more general solution of (136) would be obtained, because of the 25 arbitrary 
constants. But only s of these constants are independent. Hence there is no gain in 
generality, as indeed our remarks above should have led us to expect. 
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Passing to a special case, if g = 0, (134) and (136) are 
identical on doth sides, and (135) becomes the corresponding 
equation with its second member suppressed, or, as it is usually 
called, the complementary equation. For this special case 
Theorem I may be stated as follows: 


Tueorem II.— The general solution of a linear dif- 
ferential equation is the sum of any one of its particular 
solutions and the general solution of the complementary 
equation ;' or, in other words, The general solution of a dif- 
ferential equation “due to f(x)” is the sum of any particular 
solution “due to f(x)” and the general solution “‘due to zero.” 


Nearly all methods of solving linear equations are built 
upon the principle of superposition, or upon Theorem II, which 
is a special case of it. The principle should therefore be 
thoroughly mastered in both forms. In a later section they 
are interpreted in terms of electrical circuit theory, and 
it will be found that each of them has a simple physical meaning. 


$54. The Principle of Decomposition 


It is to be noted that, though the solution of (136) can be 
built up once the solutions of (134) and (135) are known, the 
process cannot generally be inverted. That is, if a solution 
due to f + g is known, it is not generally possible to state what 
part of it is due to f and what part to g. A similar state of 
affairs occurs in elementary arithmetic. The two numbers 
3 and 4 being known, their sum 7 is uniquely fixed: but if it is 





‘ The general solution of the complementary equation is usually called the “com- 
plementary solution” of the original equation. In spite of its name, however, this 
complementary solution is not a solution at all; for it reduces the left-hand member to 
zero, not to f(x). For this reason the term ‘“‘complementary solution” is avoided in 
this text, in favor of the longer phrase “solution of the complementary equation.” 
Even this phrase is unsatisfactory, for it is difficult to see in what sense the equations 
are complementary; but at least it is not wholly misleading. The “due to” ter- 
minology is based upon the general dynamical significance of the equation, in which 


y is the displacement “due to” a force f(x). Personally, I like, it well enough to 
dispense with the other entirely, were it not for the fact that the reader might then 
, find the term “complementary” meaningless when he met it in print. 
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known that the sum of two numbers is 7, the numbers cannot 
be inferred therefrom. They may be 3 and 4, or 2 and 5, or 
any other of an infinity of pairs. 

There is one special case, however, in which the arithmetical 
process can be inverted and the sum split up into its original 
terms: if the sum is a complex number a@ + 47, and is known 
to have been obtained by adding together a rea/ and an imagi- 
nary term, it follows that the real term must have been a, and 
the imaginary one Ji. In all other cases where the sum of two 
numbers is a + 4i, at least one is complex. Similarly there is 


a special case of the principle of superposition in which the - 


solutions due to f and g can be inferred from the solution due 
to their sum, and it so happens that this special case is entirely 
analogous to the simple arithmetical example which we have 
just used. 

Suppose f(x) is real, while g(x) is a pure imaginary and equal 
to igi(x); suppose further that the coefficients of all the 
derivatives in (136) are real. Finally, suppose that a solution 
of (136) is known. This solution will have a real part and 
an imaginary part, and may be written y = $(x) + 7y(x). 
When this is substituted in (136), the equation may readily be 
reduced to the form 


Fs, 2) 9 +iF(s, 2) yn = fe) + ic. 


Since @ and y are rea/ quantities, their x-derivatives are 
d i ; d 
also real. Therefore R(x, ie is real and F(x, é) Vy 


imaginary. It follows, then, from the fact that two complex 
quantities are equal only when their real and imaginary parts 
are separately equal, that 


F(x) 6 = fe) 
and 


F(x 2) da = gu). 
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The first of these states that ¢ is the solution due to f(x), and 
the second that y; is the solution due to gi(x). 
In words this theorem may be stated as follows : 


Tueorem III. — Jf, in the linear differential equation 


F(x, 4) y =f, (134) 


the coefficients of the derivatives are real while f(x) is com- 
plex, the real and imaginary parts of the solution due to f(x) 
are due, respectively, to the real part of f(x) and to its imagi- 
nary part. 

One clause in this theorem needs special mention: If a 
coefficient in r(x, 4) is not real, the result of replacing y by 
a real function of x in that term is not real. Hence it is no 
longer possible to infer that both Fs, 4) ¢ and Fs, 2) V1 
in (136) arereal. This, of course, destroys the argument. The 
second example below is a case of this sort, and may serve to 
emphasize the need of requiring that a// the coefficients be real, 

Similarly, if an equation is not linear the theorem does not 
apply; for in such a case y or one of its derivatives must be 
multiplied either by itself or by another derivative. But if 
the y which solves (134) is complex, its derivatives are also, 
so that any such product is a product of two complex quan- 
tities. As it is mo¢ true that the real part of such a product is 
the product of the real parts of the factors, nor the imaginary 
part the product of the separate imaginaries, the argument 
breaks down. 

As a first example, take the equation 


2 


dy - F 
ae + mid =x-+ 1x2, (137) 


The solution of this equation is easily found, by the method of 
§ 30, to be 
x 


1x? Cc 
y= pit aa ts tee 138 
WS ; + (138) 
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Similarly, the solutions of 


ay 2 
dx a * 
and 
dy ,2 
at BO ewe 
dx te os 
are, respectively, 
= Rees ~ 44 
4 3 
and 
_ iat ies 
Joe 5 + x2 * 


They are therefore indeed the real and imaginary parts of 
(138), provided the arbitrary constant ¢ is complex, and has 
the real and imaginary parts c, and ic2, respectively. 

If, however, (137). is replaced by 





ay, 2 , 
irr eet Ds wt (139) 
so that the coefficient of y is no Jonger real, its solution is 
ms ae al c 
Tr ae apa e. | ae 


or 


y = [hx? + Pye? + acos (6 — 2 log x)] 
+ i[— 4x? + 33; 3 + asin (6 — 2 log x)],1 (140) 








1 The separation of real and imaginary parts in the case of the first two terms is 
simple: it requires only multiplication by the conjugate imaginaries of the denomina- 
tors. The method of separation in the last term may not be so familiar to the student. 


Using the value c = ae and writing 


x7 2t = eo 2tlog *; 


the term takes the form 
a ellb-2 log 2) 


But 
10 ar Per 
e’ = cos 0 + isin@, 
Hence, upon identifying 4 — 2 log « with 0, the last term becomes 


a cos (4 — 2 log x) +74 sin (6 — 2 log x), 
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provided the arbitrary constant ¢ is expressed in the form 
ae’. The real and imaginary parts are here separated, but 
they are mot solutions of 


and 


Instead, the solutions of these are, respectively, 





x2 Ci 
7 ap ake a 
a ’ (141) 
__ix 4 i 
J a 


and are not even real. 

This outcome was to be expected, since the principle of 
decomposition (Theorem III) does not apply if the coefficients 
of the differential terms are complex, as in (139). However, 
no such restriction was made in developing the principle of 
superposition (Theorem I). The sum of the terms (141) ought 
therefore to be equal to (140), as indeed they are. 

Finally, as a third example, consider the equation 


i ) ope 
(244, a Ba (142) 
the solution of which is easily found to be 


en ax? Cc 
oN GE A ee (143) 


Likewise, the solutions of the equations 








and 
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are 





JONG at (144) 


DIN? 1¢: 
Be: Noy a at (145) 
But not only are (144) and (145) not the real and imaginary 
parts of (143): their sum is not even equal to (143). That is, 
in this case both the principle of decomposition and the prin- 
ciple of superposition fail, as indeed they ought, since (142) is 
not a linear equation. 


and 


§ 55. Linear Equations with Constant Coefficients; Exponential 
Solutions 


The principle of superposition applies to all linear equations, 
no matter what the nature of the coefficients ; and the principle 
of decomposition applies whenever the coefficients are real. 
But the processes which are now to be explained generally fail 
unless these coefficients are constant. Hence, throughout the 
remainder of the chapter only those equations will be discussed 
which are linear and have constant coefficients. 

Any such equation is of the form 


da ak d 
a. + a.-; ae seer dis a. a + aoy = f(x), (146) 
or, in symbolic notation, 
d 
r(4) y =f); (147) 


which differs from (134) only in the fact that x is no longer an 
argument of the function Ff. As the solution of all such equa- 
tions may be made to depend upon that obtained when /(x) is 
an exponential of the form Be”, their study can best be intro- 
duced by considering this special case. 

Suppose, then, that the differential equation is 


. ) - pa 
r(4 y =Be™, (148) 
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A particular solution can then always be found in the form 
y = de™, unless F.(p) = 0. For ify has this form, its succes- 
sive derivatives may be written down at once by merely 


d ad? 
replacing é by p. Thus or a? p’y, and so on. 
Hence when y is assumed to have this form (148) becomes 
F(p)4e™ = Be™. (149) 


This is no longer a differential equation, for p is merely a 
number and therefore F',(p) is also a number. The only unde- 
termined quantity in it is 4, and the equation shows at once 
that 4 must be given the value 


B 
A= PAOe 
That is, a particular solution of (148) is 
Be pL 
hoe Fp)’ 


This result can be formulated as a theorem as follows : 


Tueorem IV. — If the right-hand side of a linear equa- 
tion with constant coefficients is an exponential function 


Be™, as in (148), and if F.(p) # 0, 





pr 
be os (150) 
is known to be a particular solution. 
As an example, consider the equation 
d’y dy bien (i 1) 
dx? + 3 ay $7 sas 5 


If a solution is assumed in the form 
y= ae 
and substituted in (151), it leads to 


—b52 


124¢~™ = be 
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which is a true equation if, and only if, 4 = 4. It is easily 
seen that 

y=ero (152) 
is therefore indeed a solution. 

As the statement of Theorem IV indicates, there is one 
exceptional situation in which this device for obtaining a 
particular solution does not succeed. When p happens to be 
a root of F,(p), the left-hand side of (149) is zero no matter 
what value 4 may have, and the equation cannot be satisfied. 
The trouble is, of course, that when 7 is a root of F,(p), (148) 
does not have a solution of the form assumed. In §63 a 
method will be developed by means of which the correct solu- 
tion may be obtained even in this exceptional case. 

The very property which makes the case exceptional, how- 
ever, is of immense importance in another sense. For the 
statement “When 7 is a root of F,(p), the left-hand side of 
(149) is zero no matter what value 4 may have” is equivalent 
to the statement “If p is a root of F,(p), 4e” is a solution of 
the equation complementary to (148), no matter what the 
value of 4 may be”; and by means of this observation 
we may easily get the general solution of the complementary 
equation. For the equation F,(p) = 0 is an ordinary algebraic 
equation of the sth degree,! and therefore has s roots. If we 
denote these roots by pi, po, + + + , Ps every one of the functions 


ay. a a 
by feels DT aaa 
y=ae™® 
is a solution of the complementary equation, no matter what the 
y &q ) 
values of ou, a2,* * + a, may be. 
Ce ee ee ee 


‘It is often called the auxi/iary equation of the differential equation (147). The 
reader will note that the complementary equation is a differential equation; while the 
auxiliary equation is algebraic. 
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Moreover, by the principle of superposition their sum 


yim ef" 4 age ss oe (153) 


= bY a;e 
j=1 

is also a solution; and since it has s arbitrary constants it 
must be the general solution, unless they happen not to be 
independent. A moment’s consideration serves to show that, 
in case any two of the numbers fi, po, - - - 5 Ds happen to be 
equal, the corresponding terms in (153) can be combined. In 
such cases, therefore, the number of constants 1s effectively 
reduced, for, as we have noticed before, the sum of two arbitrary 
quantities is just one arbitrary quantity. This case of equal 
roots, however, is the only exception! to the statement that 
(153) is the general solution of the complementary equation. 
Hence we have the theorem: 


Tueorem V.—If no two of the roots pi, p2,* * * Ps 
of the algebraic equation 


F.(p) =0 
are equal, the general solution of the linear differential 
equation 
F, (<) =o 
\dx) 7 
with constant coefficients and second member zero 1s the sum 
3 : Px 
of the s exponential functions ae”, aze™, + ++, ae”, 


the a's being arbitrary constants. 


Suppose, now, that with these ideas before us we return 
to the matter of solving (147), upon the assumptions (a) that 
we know a particular solution of (147), and (d) that no two of 
the roots 1, po, °° * 5 Ps of its auxiliary equation are equal. 
Then we can apply Theorem II and say at once that the 
general solution of (147) is obtained by adding to the particular 








‘In this exceptional case the solution has a different form, which will be derived 
in § 62, ’ 
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solution the term x a;e"" in which the o's are arbitrary con- 
je 

stants. In particular, when the right-hand member of (147) 
is exponential, as in (148), a particular solution is always known 
in the form (150), provided the p in (148) is not itself a root 
of F,(p). 

As a first example, consider again the equation (151). Its 
complementary equation is 


d?y dy 


prs a oa 


Upon assuming y = we” as a solution of this complementary 
equation, it is found to be satisfactory if p satisfies the auxiliary 
equation 


P+ 3p +2=0, 


the roots of which are — 1 and — 2. Hence the solution of 
(151) due to zero is 


y=ae*+ aze**, 


Finally, making use of the particular solution (152) it may be 
said that the general solution of (151) is 


yee +ae"+he™, 
As a second example, consider the equation 


dy 
dx? 





d 
5. ae - + oy = oP (154) 


which is identical with (151), except for the occurrence of an 
imaginary exponent. The particular solution of this equation, 
found by assuming y = 4e™, is 


2 Bt 9 ae 
130 i 


i= (155) 


The solution of the complementary equation is 


y = me * + ae”, 
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as before. The general solution is therefore 


: i 
i hate ct daa Pe ae eee 
130 


We may draw some rather remarkable deductions from this 
example. Returning to the particular solution (155), we may 
note that, since e*” = cos 3x + sin 3x, this particular solu- 
tion may be rewritten 

y = (— rho cos 3x + THe sin 3x) 
+ i(— ho Cos 3x — zFq sin 3x). (156) 
However, since (154) satisfies all the conditions laid down in 
Theorem III, it follows that the real and imaginary parts of 
(156) are due to the corresponding parts of e*”. In other words 
J =— ro Cos 3x + Ho sin 3x 
is a particular solution of 


dy , 4 a 
+ 37 + 2y = cos 3x, 





dx? 
and 
y =— 78> cos 3x — zh SIN 30 
is a particular solution of 
d*y dy Me 
Te + Rs 2 + 2y = sin 3x. 


To get the general solution we need only add aie~* + aze™” 
to these particular solutions, in accordance with Theorem II. 
Finally, we may wisely consider some examples of the 
exceptional cases to which our theory, in its present state of 
development, does not apply. 
If, for example, instead of (151) we had 


a7 1,4 ~2: 
at aa. top ele, (157) 


the solution of the complementary equation would still be 


—Zz —22 
yr + are ;: 
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and it would still be true that by adding this to any particular 
solution of (157) its general solution would be obtained. But 
if we attempt to obtain a particular solution by the method 
which led to (150) — that is, by assuming the solution to have 
the form y = 4e-™ and substituting it in (157) — we are 
led to the equation 
A(4—-6+2) =6 
or 


0:4 = 6, 


from which, of course, it is impossible to obtain 4. The 
trouble is, that (157) has no such particular solution. In fact, 
the desired particular solution is y = — 6x e~™, as we can easily 
see by trial, and therefore the general solution is 


a =32 = 
Sy mea Cle 7 +. age 7 — 6xe + 


How this particular solution was derived, however, must remain 
unexplained for the present. 
Finally, if instead of (151) we write 
ay, 4 
+9. = 0ygas 
dx? + Ae se e's (158) 
a particular solution can be gotten at once in the form (150). 
It is 
ie tee} 
yO ay Cire 
But as the roots of the auxiliary equation p? + 29 + 1 = 0 
are — I and — 1, the attempt to use the formula (153) as a 
means of obtaining the general solution of the auxiliary equa- 
tion leads to 


y= ae” +ace” = (a1 + ae) e*, 
and since a + az is itself no more general than a single con- 
stant, this cannot be the desired general solution. Instead, the 
desired general solution of the complementary equation is of 
the form (a: + a2x)e~*, as may be seen by trial; so that the 
general solution of (158) is 


y = (a + axe? + £e7*. 
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§ 56. Linear Equations with Constant Coefficients ; Trigonometric 
Solutions 


The particular use that was made of the principle of decom- 
position in dealing with (154) is capable of a valuable generaliza- 
tion. Suppose it is desired to solve the equation ! 


H4)y = Boos (px — @), (159) 


in which B and all the coefficients of the polynomial F are real. 
By the principle of decomposition the solution of (159) is the 
real part of the solution of 


(4) 5 = Blcos (px — «) + isin (px — 6], 


which may also be written 


d = —te , tpz 
4) y =.Be “2, 


As we already know how to solve this equation by the use of 
Theorems II, IV and V, except in certain exceptional cases, the 
solution of (159) can readily be obtained. The solution of 


#4) y = Bsin (px — e) (160) 


will be obtained at the same time; but of course, unless there 
is some reason to want it, it will be a useless by-product of the 
process. 

Although the conclusion at which we have just arrived is 
an immediate deduction from Theorems II, IV and V, it is of 
such immense importance in the study of vibrating dynamical 
systems to deserve a place as the sixth of our major theorems 
regarding linear equations. 


1 For the present it is not necessary to keep the order of the equation constantly in 


5 Re d 
mind. Hence we may write /'{ — } instead of F's{ — ). 
dx dx 
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TueoreM VI.—The real part of a particular solution of a 
linear differential equation due to an exponential function 
Be”*~° is a particular solution due to B cos p(x — ©); and 
the imaginary part of the solution due to the exponential func- 
tion, with the i cancelled, is a particular solution due to 


B sin p(x — ©). 


Theorem VI affords quite the simplest known method 
of solving (159): that is, it is actually easier to solve both 
(159) and (160) fogether than to solve either of them separately. 
This fact may appear odd at first sight, but it has many 
counterparts in higher mathematics, for it is not infrequently 
simpler to deal with complex quantities than with real 
ones. In particular, many definite integrals, the values of 
which can only be found with difficulty by the elementary 
methods of the Calculus, can be evaluated quite easily 
by the use of certain properties of functions of complex 
variables. 

It is essential, however, to understand clearly just what is 
responsible for the success of the method in this case, and to 
that end two things must be especially noted. The first is 
the peculiar property of the exponential function e”*: that when 
the operations indicated by r(4) are carried out upon it, 
they merely have the effect of multiplying it by F(p). Because 
of this property the general solution of any linear equation 
with constant coefficients due to a function of this form can be 
found in the form (150) by merely solving an algebraic equa- 
tion. This is the content of Theorem IV. The second is: 
that the cosine and sine are the real and imaginary parts of a 
complex exponential function ; wherefore, by the principle of 
decomposition, the solution due to either may be inferred from 
that due to the exponential. 

It is this intimate relation between the trigonometric and 
exponential functions, coupled with the ease with which solu- 
tions can be obtained for the latter, which is responsible for the 
success of the method just explained. 
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As an example, consider the simple equation 


+ 2y = sin 3x, (161) 
in which 
d d 
(5) aoe 


Since i sin 3x is the imaginary term in e*”, the solution of (161) 
can be obtained from the solution of 


a ) —§ 3iz 
ss Wire 


This latter solution is 
er =e 
y= FG) +ae 


34: 
et 


=, —22 
=a 





. 3ix 
2— 31)e ; z 
fe ( 3 ) ae (a’ oe ia’) e he 
13 
Hence, writing e*” in the form cos 3x + i sin 3x and picking 
out the imaginary term, the solution of (161) is found to be 


2 sin 3x — 3 cos 3x 











aE Gael pire 
13 
PROBLEMS 

1. Solve (100). 

d°y . 
ot ee 

d?y dy 
3 dx? Sh fi Lar 23 
At, pe —a@r=0 

dty hi 
5. aA — ay 0 
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ay dv tae 
6. Te os gee 
aya aay mise 
Ge Pr eee a y = sing, 
2 
8. OX + ay = sins + Hsin 3x, 
4 
9: oo + 16x = et, 


10, 5B +x = sin yt 


ax Bx dx CC ein 
oe 673 + i > = 0, 
12. Refer to Problem to, § 5, and explain how the methods of the 
present chapter can be applied to equations of the form 








say Pa , ad 
aK Arian a tr ets git = + aoy= f(x). 


13. What sort of function must /(x) be, if the equation in 
Problem 12 is to be altogether analogous to (148) ? 


d‘y dy > ay dy ; 
14. Wet egg eh eee = 17 x8, 
d4x Bx ax dx 
a phe ee Picea cee Pye Bae mit = 
15 7 at 3B 20 ¢ °F + 12 te + 16% = cos (3 log #). 


§ 57. Electrical Circuit Equations ; “Transient” and “ Steady 
State” in the Simple Series Circuit 


The rules laid down in § 17 for the relation between current 
and electromotive force in simple electrical circuits lead to many 
linear equations of just the type with which we are now dealing. 
The purpose of the present section is to further illustrate the 
principles which we have so far developed, and in particular 
to give concrete physical significance to the two parts of our 
solution — the particular solution due to f(x), and the general 
solution due to zero— about whose separation from one 
another there must still be somewhat of an air of mystery. 
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For this purpose we choose first the very simplest illustra- 
tion possible. Suppose an inductance of unit magnitude, and 
a resistance of magnitude 2, are connected in series, and suppose 
that at the instant ¢ = o an electromotive force of the form 
sin 3f is impressed upon them. Then, by the rules of § 17, we 
find that the differential equation governing the flow of cur- 
rent is 


al ‘ 
rs + 27 = sin 3t. 


This equation is identical with (161), the general solution of 
which has already been found to be 


2 sin 3¢ — 3.cos 3¢ 
13 


We still need a boundary value by means of which to deter- 
mine a’. It may readily be found by the following line of 
reasoning: Up to the time ¢ = o the circuit was in idleness. 
That is, there was no electromotive force, and therefore no 
current was flowing. So just before t = 0 the value of J was 
zero. When the electromotive force was applied, the current 
either rose gradually from zero, in which case the boundary 
condition is obvious, or else there was a sudden jump at ¢ =o. 
The former is the correct assumption. For a sudden jump 
means a finite change of current during zero time, which is 


(oS + al’e*, 


. : : hd les dI 
equivalent in the physical sense to an infinite value for WP 


and therefore for a+ 2 also. This latter, however, must 


equal the applied electromotive force at the instant ¢ = o and 
cannot be infinite. Hence it follows that there can be no 
sudden jump in J at ¢ = o. 
We must therefore determine a’ so that J shall be zero when 
¢ = ©, thus arriving at the desired particular solution 
oe sin 3¢ — 3 cos 3¢ rm ers ibs 
13 13 


This solution consists of two parts: the particular solution 
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q's Sin 3¢ — 3° cos 3¢ due to the electromotive force sin 3¢ which 
has no arbitrary constant in it, and is therefore entirely inde- 
pendent of the boundary conditions ; and the solution due to 
zero, ae”, which takes care of the boundary value and which 
would be of the same form no matter what the magnitude of the 
driving force might be, though of course the particular value 
of the constant a’’ might be something else than 3%; if we 
changed the electromotive force.!_ In the language of electrical 
engineers the first of these is called the “steady-state” term 
and the other the “transient” term. Let us see why these 
names are appropriate. 

Consider first the last term of (162): that is, the 
“transient” one. As ¢ gets larger and larger this term becomes 
smaller and smaller, until finally it is no longer of practical 
consequence. In a very real sense, therefore, it represents a 
“transient current” — one which appears at ¢ = 0, but soon 
disappears again. 

The first term, on the other hand, is the sum of a sine and a 
cosine function, and therefore represents a sine wave with the 
same period as the electromotive force, and with an amplitude 
1/V13. Beginning at ¢ = o, it keeps on as long as the electro- 
motive force is sustained. Hence, after the transient has died 
out and conditions have become “steady,” this current holds 
the field alone. That is why it is called a “steady-state” 
current.? 

Next, let us see what would occur if, after the electromotive 
force had been operating for a time, it were to be discon- 
tinued. To be explicit, let the time at which this takes place be 





* For example, if we had an electromotive force 2 sin 3¢ instead of sin 3¢, a” would 
be 35. 


* This term “steady-state” is only applied to the particular solution due to an 
electromotive force of simple harmonic type, or to the superposition of the solutions 
due to a number of such electromotive forces which happen to be acting simultaneously. 
That is, we might speak of the “steady-state” current due to the force 


E = sin t + 3 cos +6 sin = (¢— 2); 


but not due to the force E = 4, 
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fo = 17/6. The circuit is still described by the same differen- 


tial terms = + 927 as before ; but we now need the solution due 
ii 


to zero only, for there is no longer any electromotive force to 
consider. That is, the current must satisfy the complementary 
equation 


a +l =o, 


together with a suitable boundary condition. To obtain this 
boundary condition we find, by substituting ¢ = 1777/6 in (162), 
that the current has a magnitude 325 at the instant when the 
electromotive force is removed, and by the same argument as 
was used above, it cannot change abruptly. Hence from this 
time on the current must satisfy the differential equation 
dl 
at + ye Oy, 
together with the boundary value J = 7s when f = 17/6. Its 
equation is therefore J = 7; e*"~™. As time passes it becomes 
smaller and smaller and ultimately disappears: it, too, 1s a 
transient term; the steady-state term has disappeared. The 
transient terms are, then, currents which might exist in the 
absence of any electromotive force. 

In Fig. 39 are shown, both the electromotive force assumed 
in this illustration, the steady-state and transient terms 
separately, and finally the complete current. 

As a second example, let us consider the general case of an 
inductance, resistance and capacity in series. From the rules 
of § 17 we obtain for this case the differential equation 

d*x Be ite xo 


ape © Say 





or if x is replaced by the charge on the condenser, which is 
x+%0 = 4% 
= E(t). (163) 
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The general solution of this equation, too, consists of a 
? 

steady-state current” due to E(/), and a “transient current” 

determined by the boundary conditions. To determine the 


1 Electromotive Force 








1_ Steady-State Current 
13 





Transients 


ee eee tee 


1 Current 


vi3 


Fic, 39.— Transient anp Sreapy-State Currents. 


form of the latter, we need only find the roots of the auxiliary 
equation 


Lp? + Rp + - = 0, 
Obviously, they are 


4 es [R I 
tf Siw Tae 








Are 
R \ R? I re 
Se lg = = . 
a NG Fe 
Then the most general solution “due to zero” — that is, the 


most general g which could exist in the absence of an electro- 
motive force — is 


q = ae?" +- aoe™, 
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As I is the first derivative of x and therefore also of , the 
general expression for the ¢ransient current is 


[= a pie” HP a poe. (165) 


Let us see what we can learn about this transient current. 
Suppose, to begin with, that R°C < 4L, in which case the 
radicals in pi and pz are imaginary. Then each term of (165) 


contains a factor ¢72' which decreases as time goes on and 
ultimately vanishes. ‘The remaining factor may be denoted 


by apie” + a2poe~™, where 7 is the real number 


meld I R? 
. in ae 
But as 
et = cos mt +7 sin it 
and 


e-™ = cos nt — 7 sin Ht, 
this factor may be changed into 
(a1 pi =F a2 p2) cos mt +2 (a1 pi = a2 p2) sin it. 


In appearance this consists of a rea/ cosine term of frequency 
n/2m, and an imaginary sine term of the same frequency. But 
this appearance is deceptive, for pi and pz are complex, and 
a, and az may be. In fact, due to the presence of the arbitrary 
constants ai, and a», the coefficients aipi + a2p2 and 
i(aipi — exp2) are purely arbitrary, and might as well be 
denoted by two new constants, @ and 4, In any physical 
problem @ and 4 would of necessity be real, since physical 
quantities are never complex, but in a general mathematical 
sense they need not be. In either event the factor in question 
takes on the appearance 


acos mt + dsin 7it. 


Hence the entire transient solution (165) consists of a 

sinusoidal term of frequency #7/2r, multiplied by the amplitude 
Rk 

factor e 22°. That is, the transient current is a sine wave of 

constantly decreasing amplitude, or as it is commonly called, 
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a “damped sine wave.” The frequency 7/2r with which it 
oscillates is known as the “natural frequency” of the circuit, 
for it is the frequency with which the circuit oscillates when it 
is allowed to oscillate “naturally,” that is, without the com- 
pulsion of an imposed electromotive force. 

All this is on the assumption that RC < 4Z. In order to 
see what changes take place when this condition is violated, 
it is instructive to consider how the frequency 7 changes as R 
becomes larger and larger. Since 





F Re 
i= \— — — 
LC 4k? 
it follows that 7 becomes smaller and smaller, and consequently 
the oscillation becomes slower and slower until, when 
R°C = 41, it ceases entirely. Another way of stating the 
same fact is to say that “increasing the resistance of a circuit 
lowers its natural frequency.” 

If R is increased still further the radicals in (164) become 
real numbers,! so that both Pi and pe are real and negative, 
but not equal. Under these conditions each term of (165) 
Is a negative exponential, which vanishes without oscillation as 
time goes on, just as did the transients of Fig. 39. This condi- 
tion is generally described by saying that the circuit is “critic. 
ally damped.” As R is increased more and more p2 becomes 
larger and larger (in absolute value), and p; becomes smaller 
and smaller. That is, increasing the resistance causes one 
transient component to die out more and more rapidly, and 
the other more and more slowly. 

So far, our argument has dealt only with the transient 
current. But the application of Theorems IV and VI to 
(163) gives us also the steady-state current due toa driving 
force of the very important type E = Ey cos nt. Replacing 
E = Eo cos nt by 


Tas Fo 2 (166) 





‘When R°C is exactly equal to 4Z, p, and ps are equal, and a different form of 
solution is necessary, as has already been said in § 55. 
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§ 58. 


of which it is the real part, (163) becomes 





04s Pt BK 
Pa eee 


a particular solution of which is 
Eo em 


Ga a eee ae 19 
Rin + = — Li 
- Pe; ae a 
= I 
Lin +R+ Ge 


The real part of this quantity, when added to tie eae 
most general current which may flow in the Cee } p ae 
to an alternating electromotive force of the cosine as ae 
separation of this real part from its attendant imaginary 
is left as an exercise for the reader. ios 
It has already been noted that the transient comp bea 
dies out as time passes. Therefore, if the Re ae 
is long sustained, the current in the ne re ane ae 
to the real part of (167). This therefore is t . es oh * 
current produced by the alternating driving ace 0 : 


§ 58. Circuit Equations; Impedance 


It is the purpose of this section to show the rt mebe 
tion between the ideas so far presented in t ee i Ho 
certain common concepts in electrical theory. ea t oe 
pose, however, it will be necessary first to outline these phy 
een cs seen that, in the examples considered a § 57; a 
current produced by a sinusoidal Senin t dork baci 
sinusoidal after the transient terms had rep Sep hen .. eae 
this is true of any sort of electrical circuit whic 1 ey i 
differential equation with constant coefficients, as we 
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readily see from Theorem IV. Now, any such sinusoidal 
electromotive force or sinusoidal current is characterized by 
three properties: frequency, amplitude and phase; hence, so 
long as we are interested only in “steady-state” conditions we 
may adequately describe our circuit by telling how these three 
characteristics of the current are related to the corresponding 
characteristics of the electromotive force. All these things, 
we shall find, can easily be learned from a study of equations 
(147) to (150). 

Now that we are definitely committed to an electromagnetic 
interpretation, however, let us replace y by J, x by ¢, and f(x) 
by E(#) in these equations, in order more vividly to suggest 
their physical meaning. Then we may say: If any electrical 
circuit is of such a nature that its behavior is adequately described 
by the linear differential equation 


r(g)1~ a0 


and if the electromotive force E(t) is either the real or the imag- 
inary ' part of an exponential function 


E(s) = Be. (168) 


then the steady-state current to which this electromotive force gives 
rise is the real or the imaginary part of the particular solution 


B int 
ss FGm : (169) 


Let us first consider the equation (168) and find out what 
factors in the equation correspond to the terms “‘frequency,” 
“amplitude” and “phase.” For this purpose, however, we 
must separate out the imaginary part of (168) ; and in doing 
this we must give attention to the possibility that B is itself a 





‘The technical concepts with which we are about to deal were all originally devel- 
oped in terms of sine functions. For this reason, we shall hereafter speak only in 
terms of imaginary parts of our solutions, Our argument could, of course, be carried 
through in terms of cosine functions if we desired 3 butit would require the introduction 
of a negative sign in one place in what would appear to be an entirely arbitrary fashion. 
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§ 58. 


ite it at once in the polar 
complex number. Suppose we write 1 


form ; 
5 Fo ee 

as we shall find it most convenient to do in the end, thus con- 

verting (168) into the form 


E(t) = Eo é*?, 


in which Eo, 7 and eareall real! In this form, the imaginary 


part is easily picked out, and is 
E(t) = Eo sin (nt + ©). 


Now the reader well knows that the amplitude of Bes . 
oscillation is Eo, that it repeats itself 7/2 times per second, an 
that its phase is «. Hence we see at once that 

i ipli lex exponential 
If the constant B which multiplies a comp e el 
ee that in (168) is written in the polar ae ‘ = fio e**, the 
oscillation defined by (168) has an amplitude Zo; 


(4) It has the phase ¢; 


(c) Its frequency is 7/27. 


Now we turn our attention to (169), and, since a pies 
also be a complex number, we write it in the polar form 


F(in) = Zoe“. Then we have 
T= Eo eiinttened 
Zo 
We see at once that: 
(a) The frequency of the current is the same as the frequency 
of the electromotive force. 


i i i he amplitude of the 
b) Its amplitude is proportional to the am 
Oe Pe aca the factor of proportionality being the 
reciprocal of the absolute value of F(in). 





‘ . @ > ¢ 
I If n were com lex, its imaginary part wou corres pond to d mping te Ss 

e plex, 1ts 1 gina pa ld } ada 1g term, as Ww 
have seen in § $7 and the electromotive fo ce would 10t be steady state 
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(c) Its phase is « — ¢’; that is, it differs from the phase « of 
the electromotive force by the angle ¢’ which appears when F(in) 
is written in the polar form. 


In the study of electricity the ratio of the electromotive 
force to the current which it produces (that is, E/Z) is called the 
impedance of the circuit. This gives us the rule that the 
impedance of the circuit is F(in). 

There are two other terms in common use in electrical 
theory for which we can easily find mathematical expressions 
in terms of this same function F(in). To arrive at them most 
easily, we shall suppose that time is measured from such an 
instant that the phase of the current is zero. This, of course, 
means that e€ = e’; whence the electromotive force and current 
must be 


E = Eo sin (nt + €’), 
Eo (170) 


sin wt: 
Zo ¢ 


Ie 





the former ur which is readily thrown into the form? . 
E = (Eo cos ¢’) sin nt + (Eo sin e’) cos nt. (171) 


In this form the electromotive force appears as the sum of two 
Parts: one, of amplitude Eo cos ¢’, having the same phase as 
the current; the other, of amplitude Zp sin ’, differing in 
phase by 90°. It is customary in electrical theory to call the 
amplitude ratio of the in-phase component the “resistance” 
of the circuit, and the amplitude ratio of the out-of-phase 
component the “reactance” of the circuit, respectively, both 
these ratios being formed with the electromotive force in the 
numerator and the current in the denominator, as in the case 








‘If we were speaking in terms of cosine functions, the corresponding expansion 
would have a negative sign before the second term. We would then be forced to define 
Y (below) as the negative of a certain ratio. The reason is, that the out-of-phase 
second term in (171) dags go° behind the in-phase first term ; whereas, if the first term 
were a cosine and the second a sine, the second would /ead the first. As the definition 
of reactance is set up on the basis of an electromotive force which lags behind the 
current produced by it, a negative sign would be necessary to correct this defect, 
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of the definition of impedance. Hence, denoting “ree 
and reactance by X and Y, respectively, we obviously have 


X =Z cos €', 
; Ver 2) sin é, 
X+i¥ = Zoe = Flin). 


In other words: The resistance of the circuit is the es: ee. 
F(in) and the reactance is its imaginary part with the t sup- 
sa important part which the function F(in) ane _ de 
whole theory is obvious: It itself is the eee of t ue 
cuit; its angle is the phase difference between e ie we 
force and current; its real and imaginary parts are the : ; 
cuit’s resistance and reactance, respectively. In it, : ot 
words, are contained all four of these physical factors. ae 
of this, electrical engineers are coming to deal Sie ae 
in terms of the complex quantity F(in), instead o 7 ee 
real quantities into which it may be peaciaed n the lig 
of our studies we can easily define it as follows : | _ 
The impedance of a circuit which obeys the linear differentia 
equation ' 


a = Ey e™ 
r(4)1 i 


At ae n 4); 
is obtained by replacing i by in wherever it occurs in F = 


in other words, it is F(in). 


PROBLEMS 


1. Obtain the generai solution of the circuit oe ae resist- 
ance and capacity in series. Discuss the Beene oe , 

2. Obtain the general solution of the circuit bal tha grt 
inductance only in series with a periodic Gaara aS i es Ma 
is the natural frequency? Discuss the types of curren g 
flow in the absence of any electromotive force. 

3. Obtain the general solution of the pict sae 
inductance and capacity in series with a periodic electromo r 
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What is the natural frequency? What type of current might flow in 
the absence of electromotive force? How long ? 


4. Assume, in Problem 3, that the circuit is at rest at time ¢ = 0, 


at which the EMF is imposed. That is, when ¢ = 0 both Z and a 
are zero. What sort of current flows? When is the steady state 
reached ? 


5. The resonant frequencies of a circuit are the frequencies for 
which the absolute value of the impedance | Z| is a minimum. 
These are the real physical frequencies at which a given force will 
produce a greater steady-state current than for any nearby frequency. 
Find the resonant frequencies for the general circuit discussed in 
§ 57. Are they the same as the natural frequencies ? 


6. If an open circuit containing a charged condenser, an induct- 
ance and a resistance in series, is connected to an oscillograph and 
then closed and an oscillogram taken, will the frequency of oscillation 
be the natural frequency or the resonant frequency? How would 
you go about obtaining the other experimentally ? 


7. A constant electromotive force is applied at time ¢ = 0 to the 
general circuit of § 57. Find the current upon the assumption that 
the circuit was at rest until that time. 

(Hint: A constant EZ) may be written Eye) 


8. It is not necessary that the E(é) on the right-hand side of 
E(t) our differential equation should be capa- 
ble of a simple algebraic expression. It 
might, for example, be represented by 
the pair of straight lines shown in Fig. 
40. Find the current that would flow 
through a resistance and inductance in 
series, if the electromotive force were of 
this form. 





Fic. 40. 


9. The differential equations used in § 57 were all of such a nature 
that the exponential “damping factors” which occurred in the 
transient solutions were all negative: that is, the solutions were 
always of the form e~™ cos 7 rather than e+" cost. This was 
quite justifiable, physically, since stable dynamical systems never 
give rise to the latter type of solution. Suppose, however, that a 
circuit did obey the differential equation 

al 


at —-je= E(t). 
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Discuss the current that would be produced by an electromotive 
force E = sin¢ applied at time ¢ = o. 


§ 59. Operational Methods ; Factorization of Operators 


There are in mathematics, not only symbols for quantities, 
but symbols of operation as well. Thus 2, 3, x, 7 are numbers 
; d ; A 

or quantities, while +, —, red elie dx, are obviously sym 
bols of operation, or operators.!. Mathematical methods which 
transform symbols of operation from one form to another are 
known as operational methods. ‘That is, operational cig 
are those which involve manipulation of operators rather than 


manipulation of quantities. 
The operator which is of most fundamental importance in 


AY ees : 
the study of differential equations 1s ~~, which may be denoted 


by p when it is desired to call special attention to its inka. 
character.?_ As it denotes a differentiation with respect to the 
independent variable, two such differentiations in aber 
would naturally be indicated by pp, — In operationa 
notation, therefore, a second derivative ae would be pith. 
p’y, a third derivative p'y, etc. Likewise any linear differen- 
tial equation with constant coefficients would be written 


F(p) y = f(x). (172) 
This equation means exactly the same thing as (147); the p 
d : 
is merely shorthand notation for =-. Yet it looks very much 


dx 
er SS Le i ee eee er a 


1 They may be distinguished from one another by the _ rule Real geee fe 
quantity, like nouns, have a definite significance when standing a et erg 
operator must have its meaning completed by an accompanying teed eh dae 
transitive verb requires an object. Thus 2 or x represent complete ideas, J 


d P ; 
ad i — bols of quantity are 
“house” and “monkey” do; while + or rm do not until sym q 


ae “ ”» Pauah 
i S —, just as “make” does not, thoug, 
attached to them in some such form as « + 2 or 7) 


“make noise”’ does. 


*In pure mathematics a more usual symbol is D. 
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like the algebraic equati i 1 
quation (149) in which p was merel 
ee Broadly speaking, the essence of the opstationt: 
a fC) i to ais the equation as if p were a number; but of 
urse only in so far as it i ib] is pr 
pe anda nee possible to prove that this procedure 
Now, how would (172) be solv i 
Ny ld ( ed for y if p were a number ? 
Why, simply by dividing the equation through by F(p) * sive 


ag ee 
F(p)’ (173) 


By analogy, this is called the “operational solution” of (172) 
sole I A 3 db ” ix 
e symbol Fo) is called the “‘inverse”’ of the operator F(p), 


and is often written F-\(p). Itisa i i 

‘ten : sort of generalized 

integration and indicates the performance of all ye oe 

necessary to solve (172). : ¥ 
For example, in the si i 

Gate ple, in the simplest possible case where F(p) = p, 





dy 
Te 7S) 
and (173) may be written either as 
f(*) 
oe ee 
ae ? (174) 
y= fA) (175) 


Both mean exactly the same thing. From one point of view each 
is a command to integrate /(x), and either command is futile 
unless it can be obeyed. Yet in the case of the ordina 

integral notation it is altogether customary to think of ine 
command as already having been performed and to talk of 
(175) as the result of the integration, whether it can be obtained 
or not. It is obviously just as permissible to so regard ay ) 
also, for it is merely (175) written in another sort of Sosa 

If we adopt the same attitude toward the less fainiliar’ form 
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(173), we come to the conclusion that, since the solution of 


(172) has been called ae a is the solution of (172).! 


Perhaps an illustration may give point to the idea. The 
equation 





dy I 
dx oY 
may be written as 
I 
=f) ye 
oth oe ale 
Similarly its solution may be expressed in either the usual form 
I 
ys a e + eft Cn aks (176) 
or, in the operational form, 
Penk 
ae ees (177) 
uN Pale ed 
Neither one can be expressed in terms of the elementary func- 


el ‘ oo : 
has no elementary integral; it is mere sophistry 





tions, for 


to call (176) “‘the solution of the differential equation” unless 
there exists some way of getting a numerical answer; and it 
is not mere sophistry to call (177) a “solution” if there exists a 
way of evaluating it. Nor are these assertions affected by the 
fact that one notation is familiar and the other not. Once we 
have a way of using it, we have just as much right to call one 
a solution as the other. It is exactly to the finding of such 


by which the Lord High Executioner in 


' This argument is singularly like the one 
d then made affidavit to the fact of his 


The Mikado, who has released a prisoner an 
execution, justifies his perjury: 

It’s like this: when your Majesty says, “ Let a thing be done,” it’s as good as done,— 
practically, it is done, — because your Majesty’s will is law. Your Majesty says, “ Kill 
a gentleman,” and a gentleman is told off to be killed. Consequently, that gentleman is as 
ood as dead; practically, he is dead, and if he is dead, why not say so? 


It is also singularly like the statement that the solution of the equation y = 107 
is x * logio y- 


Whether either is absurd depends entirely on what can be accomplished by such 


paralogism. 








180 ELEMENTARY DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 


methods of interpreting and using operational solutions that 
the next few sections will be devoted. Of course, by ways of 
evaluating operational solutions we mean right ways ; that is, 
ways that give correct answers; for methods which led to 
incorrect answers, or which sometimes led to incorrect answers, 
would be worse than no methods at all, unless we were aware 
of their limitations. So we shall be forced to spend a part 
of our time in assuring ourselves that what we are doing is 
not merely plausible, but right. 
To begin with, we shall prove 


Tueorem VII. — When dealing with linear differential 
equations having constant coefficients, the operator p obeys 
the ordinary algebraic laws of addition, subtraction and 
multiplication. 


The proof that the first two laws are obeyed is almost 
trivial : 


ay 4 WY _ dy 
Ct Ra ee ee 
becomes in operational form 


(ap + Bp) y = (a + B) py, 


which proves the associative law for a first derivative, and 
similar statements can be made if the derivatives are of higher 
order. 


The third point is only a little more involved. If 
wt! 
9 | ae ie By, 
straight differentiation shows that 
du met 3 dy 
1a oe = yo Fa + (YB + ba) at dBy. 
In operational form these become 


u=(ap+B)y 


and 


(vp + 6) u = [yap? + (vB + da) p + 58] y. 
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Substituting w from the first of these into the second gives 


(yp + 6)(ap + B) y = lyap? + (vB + ba) p + dB] y; 


and it will be found that when the operators in the first term 
are multiplied algebraically they give the second. This is the 
required “‘proof,” for it says that what we get by treating the 
operational factors algebraically is right. Of course, it applies 
only to /inear factors, and only to ¢wo of them; but the exten- 
sions to the product of a polynomial of any degree by a linear 
factor, and then to two polynomials is mere routine. In par- 
ticular if s linear operators are multiplied, a polynomial operator 
of the sth order will result. 

What is more important, however, is that this process can 
be reversed and an sth order expression factored in s first order 
terms. For suppose such an expression 


F(p) =ap’t+aip' +--+: +apta 
has been factored into 1 


a(p — pi)(P — pr) + > @— Pr)s (178) 
just as if it were algebraic. It is known to be permissible to 
recombine these linear factors by direct multiplication, and as 
this legitimate process produces F,(p), (178) must be equivalent 
to F,(p) in an operational as well as an algebraic sense. Thus 
we have 


Tueorem VIII.— 4 linear differential operator of order 
5 with constant coefficients may be replaced by s linear 
differential operators of the first order, just as if it were an 
algebraic expression. 


For example, the operator p? +1 can be factored into 
(p + 1)(p — i); therefore the same result should be obtained 
by adding to a function its own second derivative, as from first 


‘Tt must be clearly understood that the pi, ~2,° + + , Ps are not operators. They 
are the numbers, real or complex, which are found as the roots of F's(p) = 0. It is 


’ d 
only the p without a subscript which represents zn” 
x 
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forming the quantity ” — iy, and then adding 7 times this 


quantity to its own derivative. The reader will find his ideas 
somewhat clarified by actually performing these operations 
upon a few functions, such as y = x2, y = sin mx, and the like. 

The next point which should be noted in connection with 
this process of factorization is, that the order in which the 
linear factors are written is immaterial. This follows at once 
from the fact that (178) has been shown to be a satisfactory 
operational form of F,(p), whenever its factors are satisfactory 
in an algebraic sense, and in an algebraic sense the order of 
the factors is known to be immaterial. In other words, the 
commutative law of multiplication is established. 


§ 60. Operational Methods; The Use of Factorization in Solving 
Linear Equations 


To understand the use which may be made of factorization, 
consider the differential equation 





Ax? any nbs (179) 
or 
(+ iI)by =. 
Assume this to be rewritten as 
(2p + i(p — iy =e’, 
and introduce the symbol y; for the quantity (p — i) y. Then 
(179) becomes 


ll 


I 


(P +4) yn = 2, 
or, in derivative notation, 


dy, : 
SS ty, = e”. 
dx a 
This is a linear equation, the solution of which is 


_r 


e 


—tz 


Vd Smee. 
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But by definition 





Pay = Ju 
or, in derivative form, 
dy — —tz x 
Gere? (Porte pad 


This again is a linear equation, the solution of which is 


zt 
a e 
ie —tz 
Pe ee A 
eg 24 3 


Thus (179) is completely solved. The same result could have 
been deduced by the method of § 55. 
In general, (172) may be written as 
ap — pi)(p — po) >>> (P— pd y =f(*)» (180) 
and the following definitions adopted : 
(Pp — pP) Y= Jo 
(p — Pe-1) Yo = Yo-15 
(p — px) ys = Yo 


Then (180) becomes 
ap — pr) y2 = f(x). 
In derivative notation, each of these is a linear equation. 
In particular, the last is 


as 


and has the general solution 


I xz 
y2 = 0(a + L fen T(x) dv). (181) 
The next preceding one is 


a 
sa pte 2s 


‘= er (a: -|- fem, dr). 


and therefore 
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But as ye is already known from (181), this may be rewritten 


5 er (cx +f emmy = 1 fem fe) dx)dx). 


By continuing this process y will finally be found in the form 


y= (an ees, dx) 


_ (art f s-(ay sae (att fereye) dx) tee Jax). 


(182) 


Thus a new method of solving linear equations has been found 
Moreover, it can be used in finding the solution due to any function 
J (x), not merely in finding those due to exponential functions, as 
was the case in § 55. The only requirement is, that the ind 
cated integrations can be carried out. ; { 

As an example of a solution that could not be obtained b 
the methods of §§ 55 and 56, consider the equation : 


dy dy 

He +37, + 2y = 22. (183) 
This can be written 

(p+ 2)(p +1) y = x2. (184) 


Calling (p + 1) y = y2, (184) becomes (p + 2) y2 = x?, whence, 


in derivative notation, (184) is equivalent to the two first 
order equations 


d 

de T= 
dy 

eae igs 


lhe solution of these equations in order gives 


2 9 
yo=zae” +e" { se aa 
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and 


y= ae *+ otf ye dx 


+ =3 - = 2,2 
=a.e”*—ae +e ‘fe *f ste™ de ds 


This expression is easily evaluated. 

It can easily be established that the s arbitrary a’s in (182) 
are all independent. Hence (82) may be regarded as a formula 
representing the general solution of any linear equation with 
constant coefficients. If we separate it into two parts — one 
containing all the terms in which the e’s appear, and the other 
the term 


4 graf gure. i Lf enm fem fe) (dx)’ (185) 


which has no a’s — it is at once obvious that (185) must be the 
particular solution to which reference is made in Theorem II, 
and the remaining terms must constitute the general solution 
of the complementary equation. Now this is important ; for 
our present results do not in any way require that all the roots 
p; be distinct, as did the results stated in Theorem V. They 
could, therefore, be*used to supplement Theorem V and find 
our solution “‘due to zero,” even when repeated roots occurred. 
Actually, however, we shall find the algebra a bit less involved 
if we postpone this phase of the argument until § 62. 

We must remember, then, that both (182) and (185) are 
true whether the p,’s are distinct or not. One gives the 
general solution of (172); the other a particular solution. If, 
however, the p,’s happen to be distinct, we can add to our 
particular solution (185) the terms required by Theorem V, 
and thus arrive at a form of the general solution which is some- 
what simpler in appearance than (182). It is 


y= > qe’? + —— fem ref : fem fe) (dx)*’. (186) 
j=l Be 


The only essential difference between (182) and (186) is, 
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that the latter is true j 
only if no two p;s a i 
former is always true. erie ae hy 


§ 61. Operational Methods; Th 
, e Use Parti . . 
Solving Linear Equations of Partial Fractions in 


any ae other algebraic transformations of F(p) which 
© solutions of complicated linear equations, just as fac- 


torization did in § 60. : ite 
in § 60. For example, Fo) may be split into 


partial fractions. That is, the operational solution 


i oe ees 
i ete F.(p) I(x) (173) 


may properly be rewritten as ! 











y=( C1 4% Cs 
P—pi rr weal Sa sagen 


or, in shorthand notation, 


2 eee (187) 
Of course, if such an ex ion i 
if s pansion is to be valid in 
if re seat in the simplest case: that is, when ee 
he first degree. But then there is onl : 
partial fraction expansion, which becomes ena oa 











C; 
Ji = (x * 
$8 (188) 
The differential equation to which this corresponds is 
er eas 
. fe ATS cif (x), (189) 
and its solution is 
yi= eh eis! 
j ay ey he 7 Fi ae (190) 
‘In this section it is assumed that no two roots of F(p) are equal, For the case of 
al. ease O 


repeated roots, see § 62, 
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Hence if (187) is to have a correct interpretation in general, 
each term must be replaced by an expression of the form (190). 

Suppose, then, that y is assumed to be the sum of s terms, 
each like (190), and that this sum 


‘s substituted in the left-hand side of (172). If (191) is a solu- 
tion, the result of the substitution should be equal to f(x). 
What is actually obtained, of course, is 


Dy Rs (?) oe : " 


and the problem before us is therefore to show that this is 


actually equal to f(x). 

With the aid of what is already known about operational 
methods, this is not difficult. For, in the first place, the F.(p) 
in each term of (192) may be factored and the factors written 
in any desired order (Theorem VIII). In particular, the factor 
p — pi may be written last (that is, next to yi) in the first 
term; the factor p — ps2 last in the second (so that it is next 
to yz), and so on. Suppose that this is done, and that the 


expressions 
(p — pi) y1, (DP — Pr) J > 
are replaced by the quantities 
ci f(*), Pes eS 
to which, by (188), they are known to be equal. Then (192) 


becomes 
[ci as(p — po) (p —ps)* °° (p — ps) 
+ coadp — pr)(p — pa) + + + (P — Pe) 
+ c.alp — pi)(p — pao) + PO - ps—vI f(x). (193) 


This is the result actually obtained by substituting (191) 
in (172). If it can be shown to equal f(x), it will follow that 
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(191) is indeed a solution. Now it is known to be allowable to 
combine the terms inside the brackets just as if they were 
algebraic, hence it is sufficient to show that this bracketed 
expression reduces to unity when treated as an algebraic 
polynomial. 

To show that it does reduce to unity, go back to (187), 

I 
F.(p) 


was there assumed that 


was supposed expanded in partial fractions. It 





where 


I Gy C2 Cs 
Fin Sela ooo i ot eee 
Fp) p— pi" p— pa p—p, “94 
is a true algebraic equation. Let it be multiplied, member by 
member, by 


Fi(p) = ap — pi)(p — po) - + + (p — p,). 


The result is obviously unity on the left side, while the right 
side becomes the bracketed term in (193). It follows that 


the partial fraction expansion of FO really leads to a solution 
8 Cj 
o> ei 
by the y; given in (190). Moreover, this solution is the general 
solution of (172), for it involves 5 independent constants. ; 
It is a simple matter to write the general solution to which 
this process leads. It is 





of (772), provided every term of the form I(x) is replaced 


y= Zaye + ¥ eset fo fi) dx. (195) 
ta j=1 


Like (186) it requires s separate integrations; but unlike (180) 
they are not “repeated integrals.” In both cases, however, 
the roots p; must first be known. 

The application of this theory to particular problems is 
generally much simpler than its explanation has been. As an 
example, consider the differential equation 


(Pp + 2)(p + 1)y = x2, (184) 
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PROBLEMS 


§ 61. 

which has already been solved in §60. Here 
F.(p) = (p + 2) + 1) 

and therefore 

I I 1 


Fop) pti p+2 





By adding together the solutions of 
Gan er 


and 


(p + 2) y2 =— #, 


the general solution is obtained at once in the form 


-2z x Se oe we. “yo dy. 196) 
ya=ue* +oaae*+e fev ae e {es x, (19 


When the integrals are evaluated they lead to the same result 


% rage final outcome of §§ 60 and 61 the following theorem 


may be stated : 


Turorem IX.— When a linear equation with cian 
: ; aes 
coefficients is written in the operational form Fp) a fi ; : 
it is permissible to subject the operator to factorization ; 


; F(x) : Ped 
to subject the formal solution y = FQ) to partial fractio 


7 ion thus 
disintegration, provided that every partial phi ih 
obtained is interpreted as the solution of the linear iffer 


equation to which it itself corresponds. 





o be 
So far, of course, the theorem has only yee bi 
~ i > : ‘ 
true provided all the roots p; are distinct, but this restr 


will be removed in § 62. 


PROBLEMS 


i d 
1, Complete the evaluation of the two solutions of (183) foun 
in 88 60 and 61. Are they identical? 
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2. Evaluate the operational expressions : 











(2) oe 
(2) {Sa 
(c) io 
(2) Mary 


3: Solve Problems 6 and 7 of § <6 by the f 
obtain the same delotiendas eae y the formula (186). Do you 


4. Solve the same problems by th i 
y the formula (195). Which 
nie a prefer, the one resulting in (186) or re one rues 


5- Solve Problem 7, § 58, by the methods of §§ 60 and 61. 


4 - ie have seen that the transient current dies out in the circuit 
pein = 5 Hence any ier necessary to satisfy boundary 
~— © must be zero at all finite times. If, h 

we regard the /(¢) of our problem as bei all tine byte 
eing d 

Ra Ste g defined for all time by the 
S (4) = 0, z<0, 
JQ =, t>o, 


Ape will have no physical conditions to Satisfy at any time except 
— 0, Therefore the correct answer to our problem ought a 
e given by the particular solution of either (186) or (195). 


Find the solution j f . 2 
Ras ig aj fn a in this fashion, and see if you can check the 


7. Solve Problem 8, § 58, b i 
definition of f(x) the four a elds aot ee 


J(*) = 0, Ki <L0; 
fs) = x, Mera, 
J(*) =2— x, tee oie 2 
S(*) = 0, x > 2, 


8. By parallelling the essential arguments of this ch 


an “Operational Theory of the S i 
oe y e Solution of the 


apter, develop 
Cauchy Linear 
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§ 62. Repeated Roots 


We have assumed, both in the statement of Theorem V 
and in the development of Theorem IX, that all the roots of 
the function F,(p) were distinct. Actually, Theorem V is false 
unless this condition is satisfied; but Theorem IX is really 
true in any case, as we shall now see. 

To be specific, suppose three roots are equal and denote 
them all by pi. Then, as is well known, the partial fraction 
expansion (187) should be replaced by 


f(x) ( C1 C2 ae C3 Wand ) (x), (1 
- £0 - oto , (197) 
7" FQ) \p-pi i (pep) Pp f 

in which the unwritten terms corresponding to the roots 
Py Ps + * * Ps, are of the same form as before. It is reasonable 
to suppose that the first three terms should represent solutions 
of the equations 








(p — pd mn = a f(x), 
(p — pr)? yo = 02 f(x), (198) 
(p — pi)* ys = e3 f(x); 
that is, of 
on Py sl c1 f(x), 
2 

oe = 2 2 + pi2y2 = ce f(x), 
a : a2 dy3 uu ‘ 
< — 3pi a + 3p17 a + pity3 = ¢3 f(x); 


and this may actually be verified by the same argument as was 
used in $61. For, upon substituting the sum of these solutions 


in (172), we get 
F(p) y = F(p) n + F(p) y2 + F(p) ya t+ +: 


and (172) will be satisfied if the right-hand member of this 
equation sums up to /(x). However, when we separate /(p) 
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into its factors, and take account of the relati 8 i 
the y’s satisfy by definition, we get PAE neg 
F(p) y = lawci(p — pr)*(p — ps)(p — ps) - - - (p — p,) 
t 4cCo(p — pr)(p — ps)(p — ps) + + - (p — p,) 
+ a.cs(p — ps)(p — ps) ++ - (p—p) +--+] f(x). 


This, therefore, must be a true differential relation. Moreover 
by Theorem VII, the differential expression to which it redices 
upon combining the bracketed terms algebraically is also true. 
But upon multiplying (197), which is by definition a true 
algebraic equation, by F(p), we find that this bracketed term 


, te 
reduces to unity. In other words r(2)y 1s indeed equal to 


J(x). It follows, then, that Theorem IX is still true, even in 
the case of repeated roots. : 

As for the evaluation of the expressions (198), that can 
most easily be carried out by means of the formula (182) 


which we know to be valid whether or not the roots Pi are equal 
It gives us at once 


y1 = ae?” Feve™ fo fs) dx, 
yom (aie tae” +ere™ (fo /(x) (dny 


a (ay Ke? + asx + a3)e?” + ese ff fem p09 (dx)3, 


Upon adding together the three expressions for Ji, V2 and ys 
we get the portion of the solution of our equation which arises 
from the repeated root. It is ! 


¥ = (a1 x? + aex% + a3) 67” 
+c fe fis dx + exe f fem y(x) (dx)2 


+ ese ff fem fx) (dx), 


+The) vee : 
The a's, of course, represent different constants in each equation, 
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The portion of this result which is of primary interest is 
that which contains the arbitrary constants. If Theorem V 
had been used blindly, this portion would have been 


(ay + a2 + 3) ers 


in which there is essentially only one constant, not three. 
Instead, the correct result is of the form 


(a1 x? + a2 + a3) e7", 


in which the constants are independent. 

The integral terms are also modified, as compared with 
(195) in that the sign of integration is repeated a number of 
times equal to the degree of the denominator of the partial 
fraction to which the term corresponds. 

Now this is a perfectly general result: for the solution 
required in the case of a fraction of the form 


I(*) 
(p — pi)’ 
may be found by simply replacing all the p,’s in (182) by 
pi, ands by r. This has the effect of cancelling the exponents 
Pr—1 — Pr Pr—2 — Pr-1y * * * » Pi — p2;so that when the paren- 


theses are removed it becomes ! 


y= (caters { dvtars ff (ds): : taf : - { (any) 
er ff fem fee) (any. 


The last term of this is indeed of the same form as the integral 
terms of (195), except that an r-fold integration is demanded. 
As for the other term, it integrates at once into 





(a, + RE en 0 + thew) 
(r —1)! 


2! 


‘Note that a-— that is, the coefficient of p’ in the polynomial (p — pi)’—is 
unity, 
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which we might.as well write 


DT 
ear + apie + apnax? +--+ tax), 


since the a’s are quite arbitrary. Hence we have the theorems : 


THEOREM X.— 4 : 
: . particular solution of the di . 
equation of the differential 


(p — pr)’y = f(*) 


re if { ae f e- f(x) (dx)’. 


THEOREM XI. — Lf a root pi of the equation Pip) =o 
in Theorem V 15 repeated r times, the general solution of the 
corresponding differential equation 


d 
F(4)y=0 


contains the exponential e” multiplied, not by one arbitrary 
constant, but by a polynomial (ay x" + anx' 2 +... 44 ) 
in which there are r such constants. 


1S 


As an example, consider the equation 


P+Ip+Hiptiy=x 





(199) 
in which the root — 1 occurs twice. U itti a 
partial fractions we obtain ee F3(p) “a 
I re hoes. dag 1+: 


(P+1?@+i 4@+! 4G4+ 2940" 

=, —* — and —* b 
p ae I (p rs 1)2 and  ———= ican e 
interpreted, the solution of (199) can be sick ii 
must be the solution of P we 


dy 
dx 





Hence, if the expressions 





+y =H, 
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which is 

ae 7+ efor dx =ae7+x-—I1. 
Similarly nae = ye" +1 —ix. On the other hand, 
is the solution of 

(p+il(pt+i)y =%, 


which works out to be 


a 
(p + 1)? 


(a + Bx) e* + otf [es (dx)? = (a+ Bx)e * +x —2. 


Adding all these results together, the particular solution due to 
x is found to be 


Ser 35) EE se sh — rtd 
4 Gs 


re ome, =1+2i—1x, (200) 


while the general solution due to zero is 
(a + Bx) e* + ye”. (201) 


The sum of (200) and (201) is the general solution of the 
equation. 

In dealing with this example we have actually carried out 
the algebraic transformations leading to (201). This, however, 
was not necessary ; for we knew in advance as a result of our 
general argument that it must take the form which we finally 
obtained. 


§ 63. The Exceptional Case of the Exponential Solution 


We have still one exceptional situation to consider, for we 
have seen that Theorem IV is only true provided F.(p) # 0. 
But though Theorem IV is not true in this case, the methods of 
§§ 60 to 62 can still be applied, and equation (182) as well as 
Theorems IX and X are still true. By their aid we may deal 
with this difficulty also. 


196 ELEMENTARY DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 


As an example, consider the equation 
dy ne 

At 

or, in operational form, (p+ 1)y=e%. Byeither (78), (182) 


or (195) the solution of this equation is 


— a - eas 
Je tetfeve * dx 
=ae*>+ xe”, 


Cs [Ere 
tiga ts Stee, 


or, in symbolic form, (p + i ah Set as 
its solution is 


JY = (a1 x? + ax + aglem? + af ff (ax 
3 


= (a1 4? + a2 x + as)e-* + ~e, 
iS 


By Theorems X and XI, 


These solutions differ in form from those which would be 
expected if P were not a root of the auxiliary equation onl 
in the inclusion of a power of x in the particular solution The 
change is therefore similar to that which occurs in the com- 
plementary part of the solution when roots are repeated. But 
the important thing to note is, that the operational methods 


built up in $$ 60, 61 and 62 ] : 
Method ofS 6 fails, apply even when the exponential 


PROBLEMS 


A ce amt Oe ee ae 
3. (p?— p? + p—1)r = cosé, 
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4. Discuss the types of transient current which may flow in the 
circuit of equation (163) when R?C = 4Z. Draw a curve representing 
a typical case. 


5. Solve equation (90), § 33. 

6. What form of function, in the case of the Cauchy equation 
is analogous to the exceptional case of the exponential solution dis- 
cussed in § 63? 

7. Extend your essay of Problem 8, § 61, to cover the case of 
repeated roots in the Cauchy equation. 


8. Solve the equation 
dy dy I 
pam a ae! 
a ek ae ae x 


g. Solve the differential equation (199) by the use of formula (182). 


§ 64. dA Peculiar Property of (186) and (195) 


In § 21, and again in § 25, we called attention to the fact 
that the arbitrary constant which arises in connection with an 
indefinite integral, such as (51) or (56), can equally well be 
written as a limit of integration as in (52) and (63). This 
fact does not depend at all upon the nature of the differential 
equation which gave rise to the integral, but is perfectly 
general ; for example, the constant of integration which appears 
in our formula (78) for the solution of a linear differential 
equation of the first order might just as well be written as the 
lower limit of integration, thus throwing the formula into the 
form 


y = gfim | pf tte f, dx, 


in which xo plays the same réle of arbitrary constant as was 
played by the @ of equation (78).! | Similarly, we can add 





1 We could add limits of integration to the integral signs which occur in the expo- 
nents if we wished to do so. But while this would do no harm, it would also do no good, 
because upon referring to the derivation of (78) it will be found that the same arbitrary 
constant that was added to one of the exponents would have to be subtracted from 
the other, and thus the two would cancel. 
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limits of integration to (182) to take the place of the solution 


of the complementary equation. When we do this (182) takes 
the form 


Dst Zz x Zz 
ya Bf are (Cem peayedny, (20a) 


in which the arbitrary constants are M1,%2,° ++ yx, This is 
the general solution of the differential equation 


F.(p) y = f(x), 


just as truly as is (182), and from it any particular solution 
can be obtained by assigning an appropriate set of values to 
the arbitrary lower limits of the integrals. 


Now it is a remarkable proverty of this form of expression 
that 





Tueorem XII. — Jf all the lower limits of integration 
in (202) are assigned the same numerical value (which we 
may call xo), the solution satisfies the Sollowing set of bound- 
ary values: that not only y but its Jirst s — 1 derivatives as 
well shall all vanish at the point x = xp. 


That this is true follows at once upon writing down the 
various derivatives of (202), and then replacing x by xo. The 
equations, however, are rather complicated and we shall 
not attempt to reproduce them. 

Instead we turn our attention to (195), which represents 
the general solution as it was obtained from the process of 
partial fraction expansion. We can again say that the arbi- 
trary constants of integration can be replaced by arbitrary 
lower limits of the integrals, thus leading to the formula 


y= Zz cet f e 7 f(x) dx. (203) 
j=l x 


f 
Moreover, it is again true that 


Tueorem XIII. — Jf the lower limits of integration in 
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Z . es . . s 
(203) are all equal to xo, y and its first s — 1 derivative 
vanish for this value of x. 


We shall carry out the proof of this theorem. 7" begin 
with, however, we need certain relationships between t f at 
ota c; and p; which appear in (195), and these we can de 


ily from (194). i 
since Fp) is known to be of the sth degree, the Taylor’s 


series for must be of the form 


I 
F.(p) 
I k / 3 fas 
fe ee tt oa : 
ap sb gu Pp +2 
i aller than s must 
That is, all the terms with exponents sm 2 
ds nee On the other hand, if we expand the terms ee 
right-hand side of (194) in descending ale: of p _ a 
i ies which we get in this way, 
together the various series w eee 
t be this same series (204) ; for it is a 
ie the Taylor’s series for any function is unique. Suppose 
we carry out this process. From the first term we obtain 


C4 a 20 cigs 5p anene 
Fe ee ee 


from the second 





’ 


2 
2 ee EE eT 
t Sat oe ee P 

and soon. From the fact that the sum of % ahead aia 
i i lude at once that the coefficie 
identical with (204) we conc 
of all the terms for which the exponent of p is less Pe 5 must 
sum up to zero. This gives us the desired relationships 


ieee st tae ta LG, 
Cipi t copat: ++ +eeps = 
cp + cop +++ + + eape nee 





> 


(205) 


Oo. 


ll 


erp? + cop??? +++ > tcp’? 
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We are now / 
deseo hy ready to prove our theorem: that is, that the y 


s z 
y = Ly; = Deel ew 
Paz J I(x) dx (206) 
ean: y ee 
ibs at x = xo together with its first s — 1 derivatives 
Ren se sand vanishes is Immediately obvious, for when 
oc *o the limits of integration become equal and therefore 
ery term in the sum vanishes. To see that the derivatives 


vanish 
A we make use of (189) and (191). From these it follows 


dy 
Ps Xi yi + f(x) Dei, 
or remembering the first of equations (205), 


dy 

aa LD Vi. (207) 
bbs Be already aes attention, however, to the fact that 

ery term y; in (206) vanish Eee 
must also vanish at x = ney Ce tea 
Proceedi i i 
mae ing va step further we differentiate (207) and 
a’y dy; 

axe = Upi 5 ae Lp?y; + f(x) Lic; Pi, 


the last term of which again drops out because of the second of 
of equations (205), while the first term vanishes at x = 3 
because every y; is zero there. -_ 
It is obvious that we could continue this process step b 
step as long as the relations (205) hold out: for the third 
derivative we would have to make use of the third of relati J 
(205), for the fourth derivative we would have to make i of 
the fourth equation, and so on. Therefore we conclude ‘dl 
as many derivatives must vanish at « = xy as there are e i 
tions in the set (205), and this number is obviousl aa 
hence Theorem XIII is proved. 72 
As an illustration, consider again the equation (183) and 
its solution (196), According to Theorem XIII, we can Sa 
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both this solution and its first derivative to vanish at x = 0 
by dropping entirely the terms which contain arbitrary con- 
stants and adding the limits o and x to the integrals. When 
this is done and the integrations are actually carried out they 
lead to 


y tt cae ee, 
2 4 4 


The reader can readily assure himself of the fact that both 
this expression and its first derivative really do vanish at x = 0. 


§ 65. Non-Integrable Functions 


The general idea of treating differential operators as if they 
were algebraic quantities can often be used to attain valuable 
series expansions of integrals which cannot be evaluated in finite 
form. We may illustrate the general line of attack by the 
consideration of one or two special examples : 

In § sg attention was called to the fact that neither (176) 
nor its operational form (177) could be integrated in finite form. 
On the other hand, in Problems 1 and 2, § 25, the reader has 
already found that (176) could be expanded in either of two 
series, one in the ascending powers of x and the other in descend- 
ing powers. Similar results may also be obtained directly 
from (177). 

F : I 
If p were an algebraic quantity, 
in either of the two forms Pp 





: could be expanded 





"aye igen a eed ama 
or 
I Lf I I 
=-+5+5+° 
i ee Ae Oa 


If it is assumed that the same process is legitimate in the case 
of the operator, it follows that, in the first case 


Te ee. eee ye 
mam re ers > 
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and in the second 


Tp ps pat 


However, the terms of the first series are the successive 


eee I : ; 
derivatives of x? 80 that, in series form, 


I I 1-2 1-2-3 
Ute hee ree Sa oe 
yo (Ke x3 xt 


which agrees with the answer to Problem 2, § 25, 
the arbitrary term ae” has been omitted. 
Similarly, the terms of the second series are 


we -ft dx = log x, 
px x 


oe = { tog x de = x (log x — 1), 

ia me I 
atx = f x (og x 15) gah es * (og x PIN 1), 
and in general 


oe = (to BS Fo ‘) 
Pn nl \8* a n/ 
By adding all these together, and noting that the coefficient. 
og x is identical with the series for e*, the result is found to be 


- Me I x3 I I 
y me legg am Glee) Sa lreph ee) aa a 


This result is different from that obtained in Problem I, 
though both involve ascending powers of w. 

It is entirely possible to 
expansions such as these in 
attempt to do so would 
this textbook. We must, 
method has its limitations 


of | 


§ 25, 


justify the use of operational 
a wide variety of problems, but the 
be entirely beyond the limits of 
however, warn the reader that the 
and sometimes gives incorrect results 
when applied to situations for which it is not suited. He 


except that 
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it wi i ing himself 
hould, therefore, never use it without either os eiaagl 
i auvance of the fact that it must of necessity bei ee 
. . . . 
Mens. result, or else definitely establishing the corre 
: . 
his answer after it has been obtained. 


PROBLEMS 
1. Solve Problem 4, § 58, by the method of § 64. 


Solve Problem 2, § 63, subject to the boundary ae 
sdae bath 9 and its first three derivatives shall vanish at ¥ = 1. 


3. The differential equation of Problem 8, § 58, has an operational 


Si) ht, therefore, to be possible to 
solution of the form ion It oug 


i ies in ei nding or 
i i n a series in either asce 
i xpanding this operator 1 ne 
pe ou cateh Pe in §64. Upon attempting . ~ ° pasa: 
Paice vit find that while one of these methods ne rs 
r , 
are the result obtained from the other one " ie Sek 
‘ Plot the various approximation curves, as we 


which they should approach. 











CHAPTER VIII 


Systems or Linear Equations 


§ 66. General Outline of the Method of Solving Systems of Linear 


Equations 


The operational methods of §§ 60-65 can easily be extended 
so as to apply to systems of linear equations. To do this, we 
need only recall that the essential idea back of the operational 


scheme is that of regarding the symbol - as if it were an alge- 


braic quantity, carrying out our solution on this assumption, 
and then seeking some method of interpreting the operational 
answer thus obtained. 

It will probably make the general discussion somewhat 
simpler if we first illustrate the processes with which we are 


to deal by means of an example. With this in mind, consider 
the pair of equations 


a (208) 


d 
— Fe TINE + sp = 0, 


If we replace the differential symbol £ by p and treat it as if 


it were algebraic, we arrive at the e 


quivalent operational 
equations 


+3)n+(~p—-—1)y=x, 
—@P+9) n+ (P+ 5) 92 =0. 


If these equations were algebraic and we desired to solve them 
204 
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for the variables y: and yo, we would probably use the method 
of determinants and write the solutions in the form 








M, s 
aie eta) 
(209) 
M2 
RL Mamie ee 
where M,, Mz and A stand for the three determinants 
M, = I a = (p+ 5), 
° pres 
M2 = Pars, ot =(p+9); Kas 
ot tea od 
A=| Pp +3 p-1 |=(+De+20+3). 
=p G preg 








Our next step must be to seek some way of ribet — 
results. Suppose we try the expedient, which proved to = 
satisfactory in connection with the single linear es 
expanding the operational solution in terms of partial fractions. 
We readily find that 





= i 
p+s = ——+4+—4+4—, 
@+Ne+IGTS Ptr Pt2 P+3 | ary 


eT RT ES SR 
erie HVOF D —peitatat pts’ 
whence our operational solutions (209) become 
gt T cae eee 2 
pret space? 7s a 
Sh A RA MR iC 








xy 
(212) 
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sion, such as (188), as the solu 
differential equation (189). 

(190). It is natural to try 
upon the six terms of (212) 

question which did not arise i 
Since both y; and y2 in (209) 
the two equations (212) are act 


tion of the corresponding linear 
This led us to the general result 
placing the same interpretation 
But we are now confronted bya 
n the case of a single equation. 
have the same denominator A, 
: ae. composed of the same three 
a pti i Prey a x, only the numerical 
pea gee doa eee We believe that each of these 
ene preted as the solution of the simple equation to 

corresponds. The question which arises, however, is : 


Shall we or shall we not require 





terms # abe: 








7 * to be the same solution 


in both ? 

pik eit aa If . do, we shall have three arbitrary 

PONE. AONE i of the three terms — but the same 

alte i EP n both equations. If we do not, the arbitrary 

igs ager ‘ second equation will be independent of those 

aes - a case we shall have three arbitrary con- 

Obyldadly sabia 

eatin Ys a wisest course is to assume the second 

p © De the true one, for it leads to the more general 


result. If it proves w 
‘ rong, we may then i ; 
We easily find that 8» y then investigate the other. 











= pn.) 9% I I 
Pe cad dal +f -3), 


‘ee 
the a’s being the arbitrary constants. 
assumption — that the const 
entirely unrelated — we 


If we follow our second 
stants in the various terms are 
arrive at the alleged solutions 

1=2 a, ee gn8 - 5 
y ay é 3a2e7™ + age"* + $y — 
By! 


49 
vos 


40407" — 7a5¢~"* + 3a ¢~* + x id. 


ll 
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We must now determine whether or not these alleged solu- 
tions are correct. This can most easily be done by direct sub- 
stitution in the original differential equations (208). When we 
do this, however, we find that the left-hand side of the first 
equation reduces to 
8 (a, — a4)e~” — 21 (a2 — as) e~ ” + 12(a3 — a6) e7* + % (213) 
(not x), while the left-hand side of the second equation reduces 
to 
— 16(a, — as)e~* + 21(a2 — as) e7** — 6(a3 — ae)e” 
(not zero). In other words, our operational process does not 
lead us to a true solution of the equations if we follow our second 
hypothesis and allow a different constant of integration to be 
introduced in every term. On the other hand, if ai = as, 
ae = Qs, a3 = Oy (213) and (214) do reduce to w and o, as they 
ought. The true solution is therefore 

49 


5 -2 -3 5 § 
y1 = 2ae* — Zaxe* + ase +x — 36 


(214) 


Jae 4aie” = 7a2e~** at 303 e7** aie 3 i= $1, 
That is, our operational solution gives a correct result tf each 
partial fraction is given the same meaning, arbitrary constant and 


all, wherever it occurs. 
So far, of course, this statement is known to be true only of 


the particular example with which we are dealing, and our next 
step must be to assure ourselves of the fact that it is true in 
general. We may simplify our argument somewhat, however, 
by digressing long enough to introduce an artifice by means of 
which any system of equations can be reduced to another of the 
first order, and a generalization of our principle of superposition. 


§ 67. Another Principle of Superposition 
Let us consider two systems of equations: one the system 


Fu(p) y1 + Fi2(p) y2 + + Fi.(p) yr = filX), 
Fox(p) 91 + Fo2(p) y2 + + + + + Fer(p) yr = fal), (215) 


Fa(p) yx + Fro(p) y2 +o + Fer(p) ye = Sol) 5 
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in which the F’s are any linear operators whatever, and the 
other a system identical with (215) except that fi(x), fo(x), - - 
J-(*) are replaced by another set of functions £i(x), 2o("),- + +, 
g(x). That is, we suppose we are dealing with any two iden- 
tical systems, except that in one case we demand solutions 
“due to” certain functions fi while in the other we demand 
solutions due to certain other functions gy. 

moreover, that we know a set of solutions for 


= 


Let us suppose, 
each of them: 


Ji = G(x), yo = go(x),- + +, Jr = r(x) 
being the set due to /; and 


J = Wale), yo = ole), - ++, 9, = v(x) 
that due to gi. 


Then we may easily prove the following theorem : 


THEorEM XIV. — The solutions of a system of equations 


due to the set of functions Sit gi are the sums of the solutions 
due to f: and those due to & Separately. 


To prove this, we need only notice that if we substitute the 
quantities 


y= at yw, 
OP: — 2 = yr, 
eae IE Y, 


in the left-hand side of any one of equations (215) — say the 
first — we can rearrange the terms in the order 


LFiu(p)dr + Fio(p)o2 ++. + F,(p) dy] 
+ [Fu(pya + Fio(p)po ++: - + F1,(p)y,]. 


However, the first bracket is equal to /i(x) by definition, and 
the second to gi(x). Similarly, had we substituted the same 


y’s in the second of equations (215) we would have gotten 
Jo + gz, and soon. This proves our theorem, 
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Now if Theorem XIV is true of ¢wo sets of functions /; and 
gi, it is true of any number. In particular, it would be true 
ty 


of the sets 


fis Hoy oO, 5) oO; 
©; Sey % 2 oe 
Oy Oy Ss 2 od 
Oy, O, O, 2 fr 


from which we conclude 


db 
HEOREM XV.— The system (215) can be solved by 
ee together the solutions of the following r sets sf oF 
tions: (1) a set in which every f except fs : ee i, 
zero; (2) a set in which every f except fr is rep .. 7 e i 
-:(r) a set in which every f except f, is replaced by zero. 


This theorem enables us to simplify our poke sine 
somewhat: for whatever we can prove to be true of a sys 
in which every f but one is zero can be applied at once to the 
more general case. 


§ 68. The Relation between a Single Linear Equation and a 
System of Equations dng 
Suppose that in the differential equation (183) we arbitrarily 


ne becomes identical 
introduce the notation ge oe Then (183) bec 


with the system of two equations 


dy, 2 
—— + 2 — 2, 
dx a (216) 
d 
ae as 


and it requires no great amount of effort to prove that hes 
this set of equations is treated by the method used in § 66 it 
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leads to the same solution as that obtained in § 60. 


: ‘ : d a 
by introducing the notation = oe y2 = a - ++, the gen- 


eral linear equation (146) can be reduced to the system of s 
equations 


Similarly, 





ady,— 
a, es ~ 4 BAiyve1t- ++ +ayi + ay = f(x), 
ay._2 
eoeiie : (217) 
dy 
Jise P 


and it would be found, on carrying out the process of the last 
section, that both this system and the original equation (146) 
possessed exactly the same solution. 

Now the noteworthy thing about both (216) and (217) is, 
that no equation in either of them contains a derivative of 
higher order than the fitst. In other words, by the expedient 
of calling the derivatives by other names we have succeeded in 
replacing a linear equation of any order whatever by a system 
of linear equations, each of which is of the first order. 

The same device can be used to reduce a system of equations 
to the first order. For example, the introduction of the symbol _ 


ys for on reduces the set of two equations (208), one of which 


is of the second order, to the equivalent set of three first order 
equations 


dy dy» as 

BLS Gigi oil ae mata 
d 

ys = 8s 


dye 
— 3 + 52 + 592 — on ™ iO; 


It follows, then, that any linear equation or any system of 
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linear equations, no matter what their order, can always be 
he first order. 
reduced to a system of t re : ' 
From the standpoint of the practical solution of differential 
: : tt 
equations, there is nothing to be gained by this apaisiocs 
We can usually solve problems in one form just as easily : 
the other; and indeed in those cases where there is anyt Bi: 
to be ate in favor of the one method rather than the a er, 
i m 
it is usually in favor of not making the transformation. — 
a theoretical standpoint, however, the ee a ee 
i conclude that whatever 1s 
one,’ for because of it we may 
his of equations of the first order must also be true of those of 
higher order from which they arose. 


§ 69. Proof of the Correctness of the General Operational Solution 


We have established the fact that, provided we are able to 
solve the set of equations ! 


F + a’\2) y2 
me a . 1h + a'1r) yr = fi), 


; sie aan) ye (21 8) 
i aa | 2 


1) v1 + (Gap + a’) ye2 
(anp + ’n) y1 ee Ly Aedes TR Nes 6, 


which are of the first order and in which only one f gaan ae 
We have reason to beli 
can solve the general set (215). aes! 
le considered in § 66, that the 
also, as a result of the examp | 4 
solution can be found by the method of Pane: fractions pr 





f(x) exactly the 


vided we give an operator of the form 


2 . . 
same meaning wherever it occurs. We shall see that this is 
really true. 





5 oa some 0 a's i a's may be zero. 
1 It need hardly be said that some of the a’s and « y 
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Let us solve (218) algebraically by the method of deter- 
minants. We thus get 


M 
wees 
M2 
yee Sirus (219) 
M, 
Phe rae 
in which A is the determinant of the system (218) and M, 
Mz, - -, M, are the minors of the elements in its first row. 
We now assume for the purposes of our discussion that A 
is of degree s in p,! and that no two of its roots Pi, Pr + + +5 De 
are equal.” Finally, we assume that Mi, M2, ---+, M, are 


all of lower degree 3 than A. 


Under these assumptions, any quotient M:/A may be ex- 
panded in the form 


M: Cik Cor Csk 


Sy Fee ee se ee 
A Pf Pps Por zs 
in which the essential thing to remember is, that the operators 


I i I ; 
>> pp? > Dap are the same in every such 
PP Fe ae st hes 
expansion, though the c’s by which they are multiplied may be 
different for the different M’s. 


» (220) 








‘Unless the a’s and a’’s happen to be such that the highest powers of p cancel, A 
will be of degree r. In any events <r. 


* The purpose of this assumption is merely to simplify our discussion. The modifi- 
cations introduced by repeated roots are exactly similar to those met in Chapter VII, 


§ They obviously are if A is of degree r, In case s <r, however, it is possible for 
one or more M’s to be of equal or greater degree than A. If so, the partial fraction 
expansion of M/A will begin with a constant or with a positive power of p. We could 
modify our proof to include these cases also; but it is probably best to have it unders 
standable even though some generality is sacrificed in making it so. 

The reader will find some degenerate equations of this sort among the problems at 
the end of the chapter. Indeed, the A of Problem 6 does not even contain p, 
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We now agree to substitute these expansions in (219), thus 


getting f 
f ae a CE 2 
Cee gS a ee 

ti 
ya = ono + om 2— + eye UI ae ae 


f LD 35 a yee ee 
fae” TR be T=T  Nas P 





and to give to exactly the same interpretation in each of 


j . . 
these equations. That 1s, we shall write as our alleged solutions 


s 


oh ~ ci W;(x), 


j= 


yo = >> c2¥;(%), (221) 


Was >> Cir Wi(*), 
j=l 


where y; is found by solving 


ee pte (202) 
dx 
to be ° f 
Yi = aye + oF ii efx) dee. (223) 


We shall prove that these alleged solutions really satisfy 
(218) by actually substituting them in these equations, and 
showing that they are satisfied. For this purpose, however, 


g aye that 
we shall need values for a sats sean From (221) we see tha 





all these derivatives have the same form 


dye Mi, 
“Gy 7 Bee dx? 
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° ay; 
or, if i pean 8 
on replace Fe by the value py; + f(«) deduced from 


> 


k 


ope Zcnpi +S) Bere (224) 


x 


Finally, from (221) and (224) we get 
OL A , D> , . 
ae a Vk Se a + a ej; +S) Bac, 


We now go back to the fir 1 
st of equations (218) and 
that every term on the left-hand side is of Me ae for 


Hence, when ‘ 
> our alleged solutions ar i : : 

. e substi 

equation they give tuted in this first 


d 
y= (au — a a'ssyn) | 
of eit Bea (225) 
= cone as (inp; + @'1x) env; + f(x) Xd Bint i: | 
k=1j=1 


Similarly, when we substitut i 
i e our alleged solutions in th 
left-hand member of the second of equations (218) ws on ; 


. d 
In = 2 (ass - ae a'ssyn) 
-s 7 ~ ae (226) 
=» (Goxp; + a’x) Cin; + f(x) Dats Guin. 
k=1 j=1 


k=1j=1 


The remaining equations could be thrown into similar forms 
These quantities Zi, Le, - - -, are the values which the left 
hand members actually take when the alleged solutions ari 
substituted in them. If the alleged solutions are true solutio ; 
Z, must be equal to /(x), while Z» and the other Z’s must al 


be zero. The problem befor is ‘ 
acta AEE € us is to show that the Z’s really 
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To do this, we turn to our determinant 


a aup + @' iy ay2p Ste a')2, ie ig IP = a1, 
anp+a'n, a22p + a’, ++ +) Garp + a'r 


anp =— @' wy a,2p + a 125 Sarr arrp = Qiks 


and recall that the M’s are the minors of the elements in the 
first row. Hence, if we expand A in terms of this row, we get 


A = (aup + a’) Mi + (2p + a'y2) M2 +--+, 
or 
r M, 
es yas 


It is also known to be a general property of determinants 
that if these minors Mi, Ms, - - -, M,, are multiplied by the 
elements of any other row than the first, the sum of the products 
thus obtained is zero. Hence we get, from the elements of the 
second row, 


D3 Ma (doxp -+ asx) = 0. (228) 
earn a\ 
Similar equations could be written for all the other rows. 
We now replace M;/A in both (227) and (228) by its value 
(220). The results are 


La 


Pp : Pi a sk c= 2 cor(ainp + 4’1) 


ete i eg Zealonp tad =1 (229) 
and 
P ac rat cus(aaup + a’) + gen 2 C2:(axp + a’2x) 


a So ose & ca(anap + a’xx) = 0. (230) 
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Of course, there i ion simi 
ee ere 1s an equation similar to (230) for every other 
Now all these equations (220) 
to (230) are true f 

ba of p. Suppose, then, that we first multiply (225) bi 
‘ pi, and afterward let p approach p;. It is obvious thal 
i term except the first must vanish, for they all contain 

€ tactor p — pi. Hence in the limit, when p = P1, we have 


r 
Zeulaupr + au) =0. 


Next, let us multipl 
approach po. We en ply (229) by p —p2 and then let p 


& conan pe + an) =0. 
In general, if we multipl 
icch OS iply (229) by p — p; and let Pp ap- 
2 enlaup; ar a'\x) = Ox 
Moreover, by treati i 
Uae » by treating (230) in the same way, we can con- 
2 cians + aay) = 0; 
A glance at the first terms in i 
the right-hand memb 
(225) and (226) now shows, however, that the camnmacona 


- - A s 
ia 1 Sx) & 2 AK Cik (231) 
L bf a s 
2 = f(x) = 2 42K C jhe (232) 


Of hah the other Z’s take similar forms 
ext i ‘i 

» We turn again to (229) and let p approach infinity 

. 





§ 69. THE GENERAL OPERATIONAL SOLUTION 217 


, 


ween 2 , they all reduce in the 





Since every term is of the form ¢ 


1 
limit to terms of the form ac. Thus (229) becomes 


T £. T 
Sauce. +Uance +--+ > + Bauce = 1, 
k=1 k=1 k=l 
or 

s Tr 

aE IAP Cipis de (233) 


j=l1k=1 


By treating (230) in exactly the same way, we get 


TMs 


> a4 tn = 0, 234) 
1k=1 


and other equations of this latter type would be obtained from 


the other rows of A. 

We now observe that the summations which still remain 
on the right-hand side of (231) and (232) are just (233) and 
(234). Hence 

L, = f(*), 


Ln =O; 


In other words, our alleged solutions have indeed made the 


left- and right-hand members of (218) equal. 
We may therefore state the following theorem : 


Turorem XVI. — It is legitimate to expand in partial 
fractions the operational solution of a system of linecr dif- 
ferential equations with constant coefficients, provided any 

1 
t ae 


pretation — constant of integration included — wherever it 


F(x) is given exactly the same inter- 





partial fraction 


appears. 


Of course, our proof of this theorem is only valid so long 
as the roots of A are distinct and the minors M are of lower 
degree than A itself. The theorem itself, however, is true 
even when these conditions are not satisfied. 
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§ 70. The Solution of a System of Differential Equations Subject 
to the Boundary Condition that All Variables Shall 
Vanish at the Same Point 


There is one set of values of the arbitrary constants in (223) 
which is of peculiar interest: namely, the set in which every 
a; is zero. When this set of values is used every y¥ vanishes 
atx = 0, Hence by (221), y1, y2, + + -, y, are also zero at this 
point. 


This property is entirely analogous to the one developed in 


§ 64 for the case of a single equation of order higher than the - 


first. In fact the result of § 64 follows immediately from the 
present argument, for, as we saw in § 68, we can reduce a single 
equation of high order to a set of first order equations by the 
expedient of introducing new variables to represent the suc- 
cessive derivatives. Having done this, (221) would tell us that 
not only y itself but all of its derivatives of order less than 5 
would vanish at x = o. 

The argument of the present section, however, applies 
equally well to a set of linear equations of any order whatso- 
ever, since, as we have already seen, any such set can be 
reduced to a new set of first order equations. To do it we need 
only introduce new letters for all the derivatives of every vari- 
able except those of the highest order. To say, then, that every y 
in the new system vanishes at « = 0 is equivalent to saying that 
every variable in the original system also vanished at x = oO; 


together with all of its derivatives up to but not including those 
of the highest order.! 


§ 71. The Special Case of f(x) = e™ 


There are two special cases of (221) which have come to 


have special names and are frequently referred to in engineering 

ee 

' This result is always true under the hypotheses with which we worked in § 69, 

It is even true if the roots of A are not all distinct. But unlike Theorem XV it is not 

always valid when the other hypothesis is violated; that is, when one or more M’s are 

of as high degree as A, In such cases the partial fraction expansions may have certain 
terms which require no integration and which do not vanish when x = o. 
Among the problems at the end of § 74 are some examples of this sort, 
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literature. The present section will consider the more eee 
one of the two, which is known as the Generalized pee + e 
Expansion Theorem, while in the next section we shall consider 
the more special case that is known as the Heaviside Expansion 
Theorem. ; ae 

If we assume the function f(x) on the peak side i 
(218) to be an exponential Be” and require our so ee 
satisfy the special set of boundary conditions discussed in the 
§ 70, (223) integrates at once into 


er ek 


Papi, 
Suppose now that we substitute this in (221), and then break 


it up into two sums, the one containing all those terms 5 
which the exponential e” occurs, the other containing the 


¥,= 8B 


remaining terms. The result is 


SCH er 


a= Be™d Le (235) 


j-1 Pp — pi ip — pi 

Now let us go back to (220) and notice that the summation 
which occurs in the first term of (235) is exactly Mi(p)/A(p) a 
meaning here of course the number which occurs in the eae 
tial e”%.. Introducing this in (235), we have the final formula 


MAP) ep 3 Ee (236) 
Te FR . j=i DP — Pi 


i 1 i 1 . Not only is the term 
his result is exceedingly simple 
Ce. eee by merely replacing the aes wee # 
in d then solving the system 
in (218) by the number p, and tt won 
i if i d of differential ; but 
tions as if it were algebraic instea 
pee second term of (236) is obtained by expanding Ain 
a series of partial fractions, and then ee each one 0 
tial fractions by the exponential 7". 
cs elo words, when the function /on ae Re aie vt 
i ge hen all of the variables 1n 
218) is an exponential and w a t 
tos solution are required to vanish at x = 0, the solution 











220 ELEMENTARY DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS 


can be obtained by purely algebraic means without any use of 


the Calculus whatever. 


As an example, suppose that the right-hand si 
had been cos * instead of x. As this fi the sed oa 
we may obtain our solution by first finding the solution due ta 
this exponential and then keeping only the real part. For th 
first terms of yn and ye we set p = i in (210) sinee i is tha 
coefficient of x in our exponential. This gives us the terms : 


For the second terms of (236) we refer to equation (211), which 
we rere both by introducing the particular value p=t 
Aa we are dealing, and also by multiplying each term 
y the exponential term to which it corresponds. This gives us 
2e7% a AY Shes pure 
SS ih i+2 ees. 
et - +i id Ms e7 3 


fe Tae i+ 3° 











W 
‘ = these two sets of results are collected together and their 
eal parts are sorted out, they give us the desired solutions 


; ; 
y= Pocosx +45 ~? 4 $97? =) 
2 SIN x — e 5 e toe re 
of sk : 
2 = po cosx + 7% —2e74+ is 
y 10 19 SINW” — 2¢ Ah eo — iene 


The practical importance of (236) lies in the fact th 
ata problems very often lead to the boundary condiddaa 
mela a es If, then, the electromotive force happens 
os one cos ptor sin pt, which it often is, we can obtain 

particular solution which satisfies the boundary conditi 
by merely carrying out a certain amount of elementar ‘ail 
braic manipulation. No integrations are necessary, i 
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§ 72. The Heaviside Theorem 


The result which is ordinarily spoken of as the Heaviside 
Theorem in books on electricity is a theorem entirely analogous 
to the one stated in § 71, but which assumes that the function 
f(x) is a constant E instead of an exponential Be”. That is, it 
corresponds to the electrical case of a steady electromotive 
force applied at a certain instant, instead of to the case of an 
alternating electromotive force. 

The constant E, however, may be written Ee** as we have 
several times done in the past. As there is nothing about the 
argument of § 71 which requires that p shall be different from 
zero, it follows at once that the solution of our present problem 
can be obtained by merely writing zero in place of p wherever 
it occurs in (236). The result is 
M,(0) ae ES cine”? ; 


ae Dig (237) 





yak 


For example, if we were to solve (208) with the x on the 
right-hand side of the first equation replaced by 1, and subject 
to the boundary conditions that not only yi and yz, but the 
first derivative of yi as well, should vanish at x = 0, we would 
obtain the first terms of (237) by replacing p byzeroin Mi/A and 
M,/A. This would give us ~ and 3, respectively. For the 
second terms of (237) we would set p = © in (211) and multiply 
each of the terms by the corresponding value of ¢”%. The 
final result would then be 


5 -2 3 .-22 : Pf 

m=¢— 26 Saeoae: = Vipae. ? 
= ~2 -3 

yo = —ge°+ge*—e™ 


§ 73. Transient and Steady State in Electrical Networks 


The applications of the laws laid down in § 17 to a circuit 
of more than one mesh leads to a system of linear differential 
equations. One example of this sort was given in § 17. 
Another will be presented here. 
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The differential equations controlling the flow of current 
in the network shown in Fig. 41, when expressed in terms of 


“quantity,” are 
a? d. 
Lp tke + G (1 — ») = EQ, gem 
I ax & Zz 
Yesolat. = 4 1 
C (x2 a x1) + R dt [e) 


’ 


Fic. 41 


or, in operational form, 


Cc 
Their “operational solution” is therefore 
I 
(Ro +s)e 
gee ee ae 
A(p) 
ee 
*~ Cap)’ 
where 
= | Zp? os gan 
A(p) Tp) + Rp +5 C 
I ’ I 
as a at 


For the currents the solutions are 


t A(p) J 
_ dx. pE 
ise ~ CA(p) 
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Now let us assume that this circuit is in idleness until 
the time ¢=0, and that then the electromotive _force 
E(t) = Eo cos nt is applied. By an argument entirely similar 
to that used in § 57 we find that at the instant ¢ = o both »1 
a must be zero. These are exactly the 

1 
boundary conditions laid down in § 70; and if we replace cos mt 
by e”™ we may even make use of the special results of § 71. 
For this purpose, however, we must know the roots of A(p). 


We easily find that 


and x2, and also 


3 ROR 


A(p) = LR'p3 + (Re’ BO 6 le ier ae 


whence its roots are 
pi=9, 


—RCR' —L+-v (RCR'+L)?— 4CLR(R’ +R) 

a 2CLR' > 1 (238) 
= ROR = L—W(RCR LL) — aCLR(R'+R) 

a 2CLR’ 


We are now ready to make use of the general formula (236), 
which gives us 








R'in + : 
= 42) E 23 : ] ert 
w1 Eo A(in) e 0 jn in — ps (239) 
ae ee > [2 4m. 
AN ER a)”  Geaiice ge 


where the coefficients ¢;1 and cj could be found by expanding 
a 
Rpt+ C 


Bist 

A) Cap) | | 

complicated expressions to write, and as their exact values 

are of no interest to us, we can best allow them to remain 
undetermined. 


in partial fractions. They are rather 
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Finally, by differentiating (239) we find the currents to be 1 


Pi ait —— et Ey OUP? ors _ pp, PB oy 
A(in) in — po in — ps (240) 
in . C22 Po €32 P3 og 
Ti = E > int an Dot —+~_— Pst 
. ° CA(in) © in — pa A in — ps 5 


Now let us return to (238) and notice that, like the equiva- 
lent expressions (164), p2 and p3 may be either real and negative 
or else complex with a negative real part. In either case as 
time passes the terms e” and e”* in (240) become smaller and 
smaller, and ultimately disappear. These terms are therefore 
“transients.” On the other hand, the term e™ does not dis- 
appear as time goes on. It is the steady state to which the 
current eventually settles down. In other words the first term 
of the generalized Heaviside expansion gives the steady-state solu- 
tion of the problem; the remaining terms are transients. 

With this interpretation before us, we can write down at 
once a number of statements paralleling those in §§ 57 and 58, 


but applying now to a network of any number of meshes 
instead of a simple series circuit : 


(2) The roots of A(p) = 0 give us the natural frequencies of 


the network and also the exponential damping factors by which 
they are multiplied. 


(4) No matter which one of the currents we deal with, it has 
the same natural frequencies as any other. 


(c) The ratios E/J; and E/I2 are called impedances as before. 
The former, which gives the current in the mesh to which the 


electromotive force is applied, is called an input impedance; the 
other a transfer impedance. 


(d) The real parts of these complex impedances are called 
the input resistance and the transfer resistance of the circuit ; 
while the imaginary parts are called reactances, 

—.. $$ DG 

‘The terms in p disappear since the derivative of ¢?! = ¢° = 4 is zero. 
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§ 74. The Solution of Steady-State Problems 


There is one outstanding difficulty with all this — 
regarding linear equations: it requires time after time that 
we find the roots pi, po, °° *, Ps of an algebraic equation. 
Now this is perfectly satisfactory so long as the ere 
pens to be easy to solve, but when we attempt to deal wit : e 
common run of physical problems we find that many of them 
are far from simple. In fact, so unusual are the easy it 
that a great deal of oo must be taken to find problems an 

enough to illustrate our text. 

oleae is ae type of problem, however, which does not 
suffer from this difficulty. It is the sort in which we are 
interested only in that particular solution which we have called 
“steady-state.” We have seen that such problems lee 
only the writing down of the determinant A and the particular 
minor M in which we happen to be interested ; for, by (236) 
and our subsequent interpretation of it in § 73, 





is the steady-state solution due to the force Eo e™. As this 
process does not require us to solve the equation A(p) = 2 
it is often possible to find steady-state solutions even when the 
transient terms are beyond our reach. aes 

For example, consider the network shown in Fig. 42. Its 
differential equations are 


(Lp + RK) — Rp = E, 
— RI, + (Lp + 2R) In — Ris = 0, 
— Riz + (Lp + 2R) Is — Ris = 0, 
— RI3 + (Lp + 2R) Ia = 0. 


Suppose, now, that we wish to know what sort of current will 
eventually (that is, after transients have disappeared) flow in the 
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last mesh of this circuit i 
s circult in response to an electromoti 
ive fe 
Fo cos nt. We write: ' > 


A(p) =|Ip +R —R m . 
= Ry Tp eR aR o 
fe) = Lrtar aoe 
< 4 RA) AP aR 


= Ltpt + 7L3R p} + 15L?R? p? + 10LR? p + Ri, 


Mi(p) =—-|—R L[p+.R ah TecRe: 
fo) =K Tp-+ ok 
eo) fe) — we 


Thus we have J, equal to the real part of 


EoR? e™ 
(Lt nt — 15L?R?n? + R!) — i (7L3Rn3 — 10LR5n) 
or 
h FoR?(L4nt — 15I?R2n? + R4) 


~ (Lan® = 151?R'n® +R? + (7LRn® — 10LRinys 08 Mt 


(Lint = 15L2R8n® + R)? + (7L3Rn® — 1oLRiny2 nt, 
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This much we can easily do: to find the transient solution 
of our problem, however, would be very difficult, as it would 
require the solution of a cubic equation. 


PROBLEMS 


1. Solve the system of equations 


2 
(@) Ytytaay 


dx? 
dy dz 
Ge ae ses 
2 
(d) one 1, — G2 — I = cos a 
dl, , dle Le 
wee ea 


(d) (p+ 3) — (P +2) 92 =A), 
(p +1) 1 + (p + 10) y2 = fo(x). 


2. Solve 
(2-4) nt? +I y2 =A), 
(o* +O) yy ot (p? + Sp) y2 = fo(x). 


(Since A is of lower degree than M, and Ma, it is necessary to divide out 
the fractions M@,/A and M2/A until a remainder of lower degree than A is 
obtained. This can then be separated into partial fractions.) 


3. Solve 
(p +1) + (2 +3) 72 =A), 
py t+ (p + 2) x2 = fa(*). 
(By noting that y1 +92 = fi — fe, and substituting this in the differ- 


ential equation, it is possible to obtain the solutions at once. However, it 
is worth while to try to-carry out the formal operational process.) 





CHAPTER IX 


OrHER Equations or ORDER HIGHER THAN THE First 





Se. ntroductory 


We have now reached the end of what may properly be 
regarded as the legitimate field of an elementary text in 
Differential Equations ; for equations of high order which are 
not linear, or which if linear have variable coefficients, usually 
require a special technique which is more properly reserved for 
an advanced text. Nevertheless, there are certain concepts 
which recur so frequently in technical literature that the reader 
will probably find an introduction to them of value. The pur- 


pose of this chapter is to provide such an introduction, not a 
working knowledge. 


§ 76. 4 Common Trick 


In § 33 certain second order equations were considered from 
which either x or y was absent, and it was found that they 
: ; ; d 

reduced immediately to first order equations when y’ = a 


dx 


was regarded as the dependent variable. There is a closely 
allied trick, relating to certain equations from which both 


x and 2 are absent, with which the reader should be familiar 
because of its almost universal use in mechanics and physics. 
2 
Such an equation, when solved for “2, becomes 
d*y | 
53 =/0). (241) 


228 
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sore dy Ls 
Suppose this is multiplied by 2 = thus giving 


dy ay 


nd 242) 
2 x qa A (24 


It is obvious, from inspection, that the first member is the 


ay" i is the x-deriva- 
derivative of (2) , while the second member is the x-de 


tive of 2 ‘f f(y) dy. Hence 
(2) =2 Sfo) dy +a (243) 


a reese 
\2ffo) ay +4 


1 lution of (241). ay 
ee ery Cease this trick is identical with the 


processes of § 33, as may be seen by carrying out the solution 
as would have been done in that section : 


2 dyt 
Writing “2 =y’ iy? (241) becomes 


and 


y’ dy’ = fly) ay. 

i if it 1 Itiplied 
is di little from (242). In fact, if it is multip 
i A eae by dx, it becomes identical with (242). Its 

solution is obviously 


y'? = 24 f(y) dy +4, 


which is identical with (243); and from this point on the two 


hods are quite the same. 
SO Nuther vet of attack is greatly to be preferred over the 
other: such advantage as there is lies with the method of § 33, 


i i fi hich ee is not 
which is capable of solving equations from which 7 


absent, whereas the other method is not. The example a 
in § 33 is a case at point. However, the point of view of the 
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present section is so widespread that the reader is certain 
sooner or later to come in contact with it. 


$77. Solution in Series 


In § 25 attention was called to the fact that differential 
equations frequently lead to integrals which cannot easily be 
evaluated, and it was shown that these integrals could often 
be expanded in series of one sort or another. Again in § 65 we 
found that the use of operational methods could lead to series 
solutions. The use of series, however, is really much broader 
than might be inferred from these examples, for they can be 
called into play when the solution of the equation cannot be 
written in the form of an explicit integral, or even an “opera- 
tional solution.” The second illustration of this section is of 
that type; while the first is merely an illustration of the 
method of attack. 

Suppose it is desired to solve the equation 

d 

- a (244) 

The solution is obviously 


I 
vot ane (245) 





but for the time being it will be supposed to be unknown, 


Suppose, moreover, that the solution is assumed to be written — 


in the form of a series 

YHataxtawr+..., (246) 
in which the a’s are all unknown. If there is such a series and 
if it is convergent, the series for a can easily be found by dif. 
ferentiating it term by term. Moreover, the series for y? can 
be found by multiplying (246) by itself. The two results are 


7 ‘ 
* Gi + 242 -+- 3a3 x? -f- 4a x3 + oysenes (247) 


2 


J* = a" + 2aoa x + 2a0d2 x" + 2aya3 x3 ++. . Cl 
+ a2 x? + 2aagxi +... 4 


§ 77. 
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It can be shown that two series 
Go + ax + daw? + sss 


d 
a bo thx + box? +°+°> 


never represent the same function unless every @ is equal ‘i 
the corresponding 4: that is, unless the series are identical. 


Hence if (246) is really a solution of (244), (247) and “— 


eee = oes 
must be identical, for both of the latter must be equal t ve 
This, however, requires that 


9 
a, = 40> 
242 = 24041, 
2 
343 = 2d0d2 sii 


444 = 24043 + 2a1d2, 


From these equations it is easily seen that 


a = a, 
a= ao°, 
a3 = ao’, 
“a= a”, 


and that therefore (246) must have the form 
y = a(t + aox + arn? +---). 
This series is instantly recognized as having the sum 


40 
7 5 eae? 


hich is identical with (245) provided a =— 1/a, 
: re ; second example, consider the differential equation 
: dy\? d "2 
xy 22 + (2) stad or A pe age (249) 
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which arises in certain fundamental studies connected with the 


vacuum tube. The circumstances of the problem are such 
that y must vani a i i 
y nish and Jy Must equal unity when x is zero. 


Hence in this ca i i 
S . 
pita e a particular solution, not a general one, is 


Assume, then, that 
Bid = do + ax + adox® + agx3 + rhea 


is a solution. If it is to vanish at x = 0, a must be zero; 
% 


oe BES 
and if — i i 
d if Tx 18 to reduce to unity, a: must ber. Hence the series 
must become 


yaxtaa® tase + atte, 


Its derivatives are obviously 


dy 
Te Lt 2aax + 303K? + gage +++, 


a?y 
Fat = 2a + Gage + 12aax? +--+, 


so that (249) becomes 


dy 
BY Fy + 642% + 1843 «2 + 36a4 x3 


dy\? + 642? x? + 24G0a3 x8 ++. . 
+ (2) + 1+ 442% + 643 x? + 8a4 x3 
+ 4422 x? + 124043 x3 + - 


dy 
i ae 4 + 12a2x2 + 1643 x3 
+ 8a2x> 4+... 
- y - x Hf 2dox3 +... 
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and therefore leads to the equations 
1042 + 4 = 0, 
2443 + 10d2” + 1242 +1=0, 
4444 + 36a2G3 + 1643 + 842? + 242 = O. 
From these it is found that 
a=—%, a=, a =—s3b0 °°. 
The equation thus found is 
ee ee ee 
and as it converges quite rapidly it affords a pretty satisfactory 


solution of the problem with which it deals. No better solu- 
tion is known. 

There is another method of obtaining series solutions which 
is sometimes simpler than the one outlined above. We may 
illustrate it by the use of equation (244), which we have already 
solved subject to the boundary condition that y = ao at x = ©. 

We know that the Taylor’s series for any function y() is 


if a mr 

y(x) = yo +7 +2, 0 a ache, fs 
the yo, yo’) * * *, representing the value of y and its various 
derivatives atx =o. We already know the first, yo, from our 
boundary condition. The second, yo’, we may find at once by 
noting that, since (244) must be true at x = 0 as well as else- 
where, the derivative yo’ must be equal to yo? and therefore 
to a2. As for yo’’, we may find it by differentiating (244), thus 
getting 


and then inserting the values which we know y and oy take 
atx =o. This gives i 


yo" = 240°. 
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Similarly, 
dy dy\? a 
eh ep, ek J 
. dis * a a oe 
gives 
LS Gand 
and so on. es at 


Substituting these in our general formula for the Taylor’s 
series, we obtain 











a2 x 2a 3 2 4 3 
yt) = ay + SEX 4 2a, Gaal 
1! 2! 3! 
This, of course, reduces to 
Y = al + aox + ae? x? + aphx® +. . -) = 22a 


as before. 7 
This scheme for finding the coefficients in the series often 
requires less labor than the method first explained; but it 
cannot always be applied. The reader will find, for example 
that it does not lend itself readily to the solution of (249). ; 


§ 78. Pitfalls Connected with the Use of Series 


Tt must not be inferred, however, that a satisfactory power 
series can always be found. This is far from being the case. 
For example, the equation 
sap aeons gt 
~+=292 
. . 4 dx i os ‘ 
has as its solution 
y= Van + x; 
a function which cannot be expanded in a series of the type 
(246). Af we attempt to get such a series we are led to the 
conclusion that all its coefficients must be zero. 
Similarly, the equation 


aOR BP 
dx «x 
has as its solution 1 
ad _1f e8 
PS OAS fo 8 She es 
x 
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but upon assuming a series solution and determining the 
coefficients the result 


yet (s tile + otat + gla? > os) 


is obtained. This series diverges for every value of x, and is 
therefore useless for most purposes. 

In other words, it is possible to get no answer, as in our 
first example, or to get a useless answer, as in our second. 
What is worse, it is possidle, though it is unusual, to get a 
wrong answer. This, of course, is not a valid reason for shun- 
ning series solutions, or even for insisting upon assurance in 
advance that they will lead to correct results; but it does 
make extreme caution imperative when such assurance is not 


available. 


§ 79. Bessel’s Equation 


Bessel’s Equation, 


2 2 

a te + (1-F)R=0, (250) 
the solutions of which are known as Bessel Functions, arises in 
many problems of mathematical physics wherein it is con- 
venient or necessary, because of boundary conditions, to use 
cylindrical coordinates. For example, the reader has met it 
in Problem 6, § 46. 

Let us assume as a solution of (250) the power series 


R=atartart-:-++tayrit--+. (251) 
Then 
d?R 
a = 1424) + 2°3a@87, > * * =, 
1dR I 
he a+ Wet. Baeti e+ ty 
R= rae Te tee 
2 
= R == a — Wa x na — mage +: 
‘ia aed 2 
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If (251) is to be solution of (250) the combined sum of all the 
right-hand members of these equations must be equal to zero. 
Furthermore, if this sum is to equal zero for all values of 7, 
the sum of the coefficients of like powers of r must be separately 
equal to zero. Therefore ”?a = 0, and if 7 is different from 
zero 

49 =o. 


From the second column above we obtain (1 — n?) a, = 0. 
Hence unless 7 is unity, 


a= 0. 


From the next column we find (4 — 7?) a2 = 0, whence, 
unless 7 is 2, 


a2 = 0. 


Proceeding in this way, we can conclude that every a is 
zero up to dm. The column in which a first appears, however, 
reduces to (”2 — 7?) da and is zero identically, no matter 
what the value of a, may be. Hence the series (251) starts 
with the term in the mth power of r, the coefficient of which 
may have any value whatsoever. 

Now consider the jth column, where 7 >. It yields the 
equation 

a; (n? — f°) = adj—2. 
From this it is immediately obvious that, since a,-1 = 0, 
Ant+1, Gn+3, Gnt+5y “ry 


are also zero. Also, it follows that 


arent Actete a Se 
sie i 2(2n + 2)’ 
je La a atl 
an+4 = 2-4(22 + 2)(2n + 4)’ 
eee oe 
an+6 = 2+4:6(2” + 2)(27 + 4)(2" + 6)’ 
and so on. 
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We have now determined all the coefficients in the series 
(251) except an, which is a factor common to all the terms and 
is arbitrary. It is customary to replace it by a new arbitrary 


constant, 4, such that 
A 
4 otal 
Then it is easy to write all the coefficients in terms of this new 
A. In fact, we can deduce the general formula 


Paectr la. a 
Qn+27 = > G+ p)ip! F ppl 


A solution of (250) is therefore 


real) 5-) oxen 


+() eee | 


The bracketed term is ordinarily denoted by Jn(r). It is 
known as the Bessel function of the first kind and nth order. It 
may also be written in the form 

oR 
2 


Iidr) = (") y, ee ial: (253) 


p=0 


The discussion given above was based on the arate 
that 7 is an integer. The method for fractional values of 7 
is similar. If 7 is fractional a series which satisfies (250) can 


be found in the form 
De ge ee alee se 


in which, since 7 1s fractional, all the powers are aes” 
Physical problems sometimes lead to such ar 4 ead 
n, but they are not nearly so common in technical 4 f 
as are those involving integral powers. We need mK ae 
them further, except to remark that the brackete sels " 
(252), or (253), 18 still a valid definition of J,(7) even whe 
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fractional, provided the factorials of the fractional quantities 
n,n + 1,+ + +, are properly interpreted. 

Finally, some problems of mathematical physics, notably 
that of determining the effective resistance of a conductor 
carrying a high-frequency current, lead to equations identical 
with (250), except that r is replaced by a new variable V — i % 
in which g is a real quantity. Even in such cases, however, (253) 
is still a valid solution. If, then, we write Wang q wherever r 
appears in (253), the right-hand side of this equation becomes 
complex. It is customary to think of the real and imaginary 
parts of this equation as separated from one another, and to 
denote them by the symbols ber, g and bei, g, respectively.! 
In other words, ber, g and i bei, g are the real and imaginary 


parts of J,(V — iq): 
JnAV — ig) = berag + # bei, g. 


Equation (250) is a second order differential equation and 
its complete solution should, therefore, involve two arbitrary 
constants. The solution given in (252) involves only one, and 
is therefore not the general solution of the problem. It can be 
shown that, when 7 is vot an integer, the general solution is 


R=A],(r) + BJ, 


where J_,,(7) is defined by merely writing — x in place of » 
wherever it occurs in (252). On the other hand, when » is 
an integer the J_,(7) thus defined proves to be either equal to, 
or the negative of, J,(r), so that 


R= [4+ Bl Jr) = CJ(r). 


As this contains only one arbitrary constant, there must be still 
another solution for (250) when 7 is an integer. This solution, 
for which a series can be found by a method into which we need 
not inquire, is ordinarily denoted by K,(r) and is called the 
Bessel function of the second kind and nth order. An important 





‘The de in these names is intended to suggest “ Bessel,” while the r and # termina. 
tions, respectively, denote “real” and “imaginary.” 





: 
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property of these functions of the second kind is that they all 
become infinite at r =o. Since the boundary conditions 
imposed by most physical problems do not permit infinite 
values, the coefficient of B in the general solution 


R= 4 ]J,(r) + B Ki) 


is usually found to be zero, which is tantamount to saying that 
the Bessel function of the second kind is not involved in the 
solution of the problem. 

Extensive tables have been computed for Bessel functions 
of both the first and second kinds, as well as for the functions 
ber g and bei g to which we have referred. They are used in 
just the same manner as are the ordinary trigonometric or 
logarithmic tables. 


§ 80. Depressing the Order of a Linear Equation 


If, in attempting to solve a linear equation of order s, we 
know a particular solution due fo zero, It 1s possible by its use 
to reduce the equation to a new one of order s — I. 

To see this, suppose y = (x) to be a particular solution 
of (134) due to zero. Let us replace y by the new variable z 


defined by the equation 


y = g(x) z. 
Then P g ‘ 
dy .,% pis 
d dx wll dx? 
dry do _ dzdo , , da (254) 


a et ade ae 


and so on. All of these equations are linear in 2 and its 
derivatives. Hence, when we substitute them in (134) we 


shall get a new /inear equation in 2. run iiians 
What is more, the definition of any derivative 7,1 in (254) 
4 


d ts a ake 
begins with the term z s , and this is the only term in which % 
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itself appears, rather than its derivatives. Hence, in our new 

rack equation for z, the coefficient of z itself must be 
°¢ (i hal 1g. 

Sx) Tet + f.-1(x) Fett "++ + fo(x) 6; that is, F, (x, Se. 


However, by definition, this is zero. In other words, the new 
equation involves the derivatives of % up to the sth, but not % 


itself. It is therefore of order s — 1 in the variable 2° = @ 
dx" 
As an example of this process, let us take the equation 
d*y 
ys ie ie (255) 


one solution of which is y = sinx. If we write 


y =Zsin x, 


we find 
dy a: 

: z . az 
> =— zsinw + 2cosx — —— 
ax? - oe a ae 

whence 
: az dz 
sin ¥ —— + 2 cosx— = 
ae 2 ee ee 
or 


The solution of this is obviously 


2’ sin? x = a, 
or 
dz = acsc? x dx. 
From this we find 
z= 8 — acotx, 
or 


y = Bsinx — acos x, 


This is indeed the general solution of (255). 
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As a second example, let us apply our process to Bessel’s 
equation (250), ove solution of which is known to be J,(r). 
We write 





R = z/,(r), 

"Lee SS dz 

dr ar + In 
NE ax 
De aes + ae + In Gai 


whence (250) becomes 
(sth sty) He [ge (sp den 
EGi+(2 dr tds we ae te dy | \\ 72 i (iil 


However, we know that the coefficient of z is zero, since J, is a 
solution of (250). Hence this equation reduces to 








or ' 
the solution of which is 
zr]? = a, 


or 


dr 
not OER Mes 


Except for difficulties of integration, this is an entirely accept- 
able general solution of (250). From it, indeed, we could get 
the function K,(x) to which we referred in § 79; but as it 
happens not to be the simplest way to derive it, it is perhaps 
just as well to refrain. 

The important point to note is, that in case a particular 
solution of a second degree equation is known, the equation 
can always be replaced by another of the first degree, and thus 
its general solution found. 
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ANSWERS TO THE PROBLEMS 
Cuapter I, §5, Pace 19. 


I, 


@ ds 
Tatar St w= 9: yo(2 


—=¢e 


"he dw™ tt ” ym 


dz -—(U+n)w ( amt ly 'y 72) > 


« ( — cos 0)? + (y — sin 6)? = 72, 

xt y2 = (1 tr)% 

Y= — «2/8, 

- * = sin 8 — cos? 0; y = sin? @ — cos 9@, 

+ 37/32. 

. (2) Ordinary, 2nd order, 3rd degree, non-linear. 


(4) Ordinary, 1st order, rst degree, linear with variable coefficients. 
(c) Partial, 2nd order, 1st degree, linear with constant coefficients. 


17. (a) Ordinary, rst order, rst degree, non-linear, 
(4) Ordinary, 2nd order, 1st degree, non-linear unless f(y, z) is a constant. 


8 fe o(t 1) w= 32 





———— 
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Cuaprer II, § 11, Pace Bm. 
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Cuapter IV, § 25, Pace 69. 





RE .--) 
Aree 80 cos ph — 6; COS pto a Oo sin pti — 6’ sin pty 1 y= (at bes 2+ : 
Dp sin P(A a to) : Pp sin P(t — fo) 


fy ay i 
9op cos pt: — 6/1 sin pr 8 Sop sin pt, + 61 cos pto 
ee ee eee eee SE PED, pa te CT eG ld 


Pos p(t—t)  ” P cos p(t) — tr) 


wt xt deg 


3. Cit = 0.3374; Cito =— 0.0455. 


81. 
Cuaprer III, § 20, Pace 56. Poerree ys tod: PAGE 81 


Ly=ad’®, 
2. ys axV x + y?, 


3. ax? + byx + cy® — gx + ey =a. 


i ae (80 — 0) where @ is the reading of the thermometer and 6y is the tem- 


perature of the cold medium. 


‘ 2 ad re : 
d’y dy dy\ 2] 3 sin? x + sin? y = a. pared Noes BR 
soe geet (2 : ot = mI +1 V4 — m* tan[V 4 — m? (loge P= mel + #)/m). 
r— 0 = ar. 


cos (aa + 48) + sin (ba + af) = +. 
.T7?+f+a2sin7 (T/t) =a. 


pos le Aaa iat a 


Cuapter IV, § 31, Pace 85. 


ry =ttace*, 


i-) 


xy =a —xcosx + sinx, 





3. xty4 = a — 4x4 cos x + 16 x3 sin x + 48 x? cos x — 96 sin x — 96 cos x, 
9. =o : 
de" Vay 4. p = 40+ adVI — B.- 
10. Cen a 5. T= (1 + at + logs). 
dx 6. y =ae~ ™* 4 sine — 1. 

dv v sec x + tanx 

cated) ae = ee spies 
rey t+ 


sinx +a 
2 =ae%?+qo-—1. 
9: 6=H%+ae 


co 


Cuarter IV, § 23, Pace 62. 


I, tan0@=a-+ms/k; a=o. 
%~y=ae + ale, 
3 8 = Oy +ae": 0,520° higher than the surrounding medium; 
4: (a) secx =a — tan y. 
() yVi-#t+eVi-yaa, 
() y =b+ax/(bx + 1), 
M eNm—Mn)(a+k) _ yy 


om = 6 
5 m ¢Nm-Miy(arky 


Cuapter IV, § 32, Pace 89. Sn ate 
2, xtyt2F2Vi tay =a + 2log(—1 + Vi + xy) — 2 logs. 
3. 6 = aby — Mat 9) & Fle + 30. 
4. 2+1 =log(—14+ Va-+ 2y) + Vat ay. ey 
S/T AV KET HH = v17) 
em rR VD 


fair. 





6. y = ax +4(@). 


6 y + tany = a@ + x + log x, 7. mae (x + Vet = 1), 
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Cuapter IV, § 33, Pace 91. 
I. 0 = asin (pt + 8). 
2. tand +a = ms/x. 
3- 2m(B + y) = Ke (emMe+e) le 4 e7m@+a)/ny, 
4. ne = V 2e/m o /grx?. 


5. 12rnex + a 





= V2 + 8rmn V v0? + 2¢ (6 — Vo)/m(V og? + 2¢(@ — Vo)/m — 8/4xmn) : 


6. cp f(x) = asin (cpx + £). 


7- B+ ky = Vi — (ke + a)? + log (kx + a) — log (1 + V1 — (kx + @)*), 


9. (a) v0 = ae?" /12, 
(4) sin?» =a—2V1— 2, 
() v=a—u+ c/s, 
(d) log y = a — $cos (x? — 1) — 4 x8 
(e) a Viet $y? = gan” 'y/z, 


Io. (a) 0v=1+ae-", 
(4) log (1 + 0?) +2tan—'v =a. 
(c) tanv = w + log log u. 


nia x =a+Llogy — L log (L — V2 — y2) — VI? = 2, 
12. 2logy =a +k(x — 2)2, 
13. (m+ 1)0 = F[¢+ 1 — 1/(¢+1)1/m, 


CuapTer V, § 36, Pace 99. 
1. (27 y? — 2 «8)(16* yt — 32 x3y? + x8) = 0, 


3 
3: (*) =p?(29—1); p=}. 


Cuapter VI, § 39, Pace 105. 
1.0 = 4°C, + 0.126 S/a, 
2. 6 = 52.9° C. 
3. The thicker wire. 
4. pH = rng (Oo + 0;) tanh (p//2). 
5. O1 = kp0o/(kp cosh pl + gsinh pl). 
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Cuapter VI, § 41, Pace Ito. 
1. log B(x? + y*?) =— 2 tana tan (y/x). 
2, * = By. 
3: V8 tan? — 1 log B(y? tana + 2 x? tana — xy) 


249 


= 6 tan! [(2y tana — x)/x V8 tanta — 1). 


4 (1 — By +7) = BV 1 — BV x8 (1 — 8) + 20x — a? 


— alog (Vx? (1 — 6°) + 20x — a? + x V1 — 6? + a6/V1 — 8). 


5. y? + 2? = a + 2 log cos x. 


Cuapter VI, § 44, Pace 118. 


1. 24 gy = w (xt — 4 lx + 6 Px), if w is the load per unit length and the beam 


is held horizontal at x = o. 


2. 12gy = W (3 Ix? — 2|x|%), where x is measured from the knife edge. 


[WV (y + ©)? — al dy 
Vag - Wy +0? - a? 


yte . [= ( ease wie 
4. = HN" |e? = 
yote 1 yote 





aoe =f 








2 


) ~~ (: - =), where « is the length of the 


top and bottom arms, and yo is the deflection of the mid-point of the vertical beam. 


Cuapter VI, § 46, Pace 124. 


1. f(x) = 4 sin mrx, where » is an integer. 


3. R(t) = B sin (nxt VT/m — C); : VT/m. 


4. They are proportional to the integers 1, 2,3, +++ - 
5. The amplitude and phase of the vibration. 
ow o'x . 10x 
2— = —— -—, 
ms One ore, ~ For 
Cuapter VI, §51, Pace 144. 
1. (yi — ¥o)/(%1 — ¥0) = (y — yo)/(* — 0). 
2. sinh! (1.007 y) = cosh! (1.007 *) — 0.125. 
Se = f. 
4. A cylinder. 
.r= v 15 V/40 V cos 0. 


6. y = 1 + acosh(x/a) — acosh(1/a), where @ is a root 





of the equation 


2a sinh (t/a) = 3. This equation has two roots, a ==: 0.6165. The negative one 


gives a surface of maximum area, 
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7. Asphere. 
8. ¢ = 7/2. 


9. Dg pee 
Via — log (1 +»)? — 


Cuapter VII, § 56, Pace 163. 

1.0=m0e"+ame 

2y= au Pad +a.e*, 

3. © Beal ee + a Jet 

4. r= ane” + ase, 

5. y = are + are ™ + ase + ase, 

6 os oye Bee enrton 4s a, e8-2u 

7. y = acl 2t VB ag el-2- VO" — Be sing — L cost. 

8. y = ae V8 ™ + age” V8 4 Using — ay sin 3x. 

= aye V2 It 4g e— V2 - OE t+ ageV2 G40 4 gy e- V2 +08 ae pret. 
~75 4 sh. sin 3t — pbs cos 34. 
Il. x =ataed + aye tae + shoe 


Io. ¥ = aé 
—3t 


14. y = a1 x8 + a2 x? + a3 + ay x? + gh x8 log x. 


15. ¥= (a1 + a logt)/t+ a3 f + a4 8 + pets [62 cos (3 log ¢) + 141 sin (3 log #)). 


CuaptTer VII, § 58, Pace 175: 


I 
Rcos nt — — sin nt 
a ” 
1. J =—e VCR 4 EF 
RC + Eo 





2 
a +e 
aR R sin nt — Ln cos nt 
Fe oe RT pk LEE 
27= L e + Eo Rt Ln ; Zero. 
t P t E.C: t I ro 4 
3. I = ar cos rz; + a sin ry TP rn ae nae = An alternating 
f fi re ae 
current o Be Rho pe LC ndefinite y. 
Tan ES ren t The stead i 
A noe cos 777 - ee 5 COS Ht. e steady state is never 


reached, 


g. r/ar VLC; No, 





ANSWERS TO THE PROBLEMS 251 


6. The natural frequency. 
E 


7: [= nore sin 7. 

8. R°J =0, t<o; 
RI =Rt—L(1 — e~®/2), o<t<1; 
RY =— R(t — 2) + L(t — 207 PE D/E 4 ep - B/L), 1 <t< 23 
‘RAT mc L (72 ¢-2/L a 2e7 RUA V/L at e7 Rt/L) a<% 


Cuapter VII, § 61, Pace 189. 
Ly=me "tae *+ex27—-Fath; Yes. 
2. (a) a’4y = ae” — ax — 1. 
(6) atl y = ae™ — [(ax)" + 0 (ax)"~' + n(n — 1)(ax)*~? + + ++ Fel. 
(c) (a + n?) y = ae” — asinnx — ncos nx. 


(d) (n—a)y =ae™ +e" 


Cuapter VII, § 63, Pace 196. 
1. y = (a1 + ax) e” + ae”. 

2. y = ar + (az + osx + asx’) c” +42", 

3.r= ae? + a cos 0 + asin? — % 1 (cos @ + @cos 0 + Osin 8). 


8. xy = a1 + a2 logx + 5 (log x)*% 


CuaptTer VIII, § 74, Pace 227. 
1. (a) y=1I Peres (44-V 24) a eat V20)2/3 lah BAe Dae ba a 


f= ae” A e+ V21)2/3 x Py oe a= V24)2/3. 


(6) Th = (Rae +s + at) e* + (cos nt — n? cos nt + 2 sin nt)/(1 + n*)*, 
Tn = (er + ant + a3 #2) e! 
+ 22 (sin nt — 37? sin nt — 32 cos nt + n cos nt)/(1 + n?)3. 
() y =ae* + baz 6 8— VBNZ/2 4 by, @(— 3+ V502/2 


z=ae+a, (1 -V33) Ans V502/24 o5(1+-V'3 i) eset V808/2_ 4/3, 


(d) 2y1= (20 + 2 + danx) e~ 8 + 0-4 f 8 [fi(x) + fals)] de 
+ oo fds f A [6 Als) — 2fals)] ds 
aya (a + aax) e+ eM fet — fils) +A] de 
$e fade f [3 A(s) — A) de. 





ie 


$ 





te 


. 6y1 = a (dbs + are 


» 291 = 2fi(x) — 3 f(x) + 
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-32 _ Filx) 
dx 


+ et f A agile) + rs fle de 
= £8 far Als) + 5 fle] de, 
BO — pia) - 0) 

$ pyc 28 fe [161 fils) + 105 fuls)] de 
+ hoo fF [63/ils) + 15 fue) de 
dfs) _ ashe) 


rt “he + fals) 


1. = 9)8- ae a6 
6y2 = ae 7’? — - ane 
me = abe 


dx dx’ 
df\(x dfy(x 
2y2 = f(x) — oO) ) Se dfs) ), 
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